



;? 

|S 


I 

i 

jS 


I 




I ^1 

Emmylou Harris inteiview in G2 I Polly Toynbee, page 8 I Education, G2 1 2/1 3 


Blair’s plan for lords reform 


Only one in three 
would be elected 


lOelMSlWIillo 
PoVHeal EdHor 


T 


I HE Govenunent 
lhas decided that 
a reformed Honse 
of Lords should 
consist of one 
third of peers 
who are direct!; elecM by 
voters, with the rest emei^uig 


ftxaa indirect elections to the 
Felons and from the existing 
pod of life peers. 

hOniSteCB to 
Labour's Uneprlnt ftu: “stage 
two** refimn in Qie -white 
paper it will publish after 
Christmas. Ihe; will also set 
up a royal wwwmtjearfryp to pny 
dues a hoped^ consensus 
sfter the hereditary peers lose 
their powers, most of them 


under the “siaae one'' bilL 
also doe early in the New 
Year. 

Ihe move comes as the 
Tory leader,' yniliam Hague, 
tried to retrieve ground lost 
in last wed^s dAade over 
Lord Cranbome'B deal to 
keep 91 beredltariee in the in- 
terim Lords, wbidh baekCred 
when Mr Hague sacked his 
axlstocoilleagae fer insubor- 
dinathm. 

i^fier months of priva te 
wransiling, ministers namln- 
ing options fbr a modernised 
second chamber have raised 
the propor ti on of peers they 
would like to see directly 
Nected, deepite fears Cwhich 
the Conservatives mare) Qiat 


there must be no threat to the 
supremacy of the Commons. 

Ihat would leave up to one 
thMto be indirectly elected, 
by councillors, mmnbers cf 
the Welsh and Scottish Parlia- 
ments and/or whatever 
rejdonal authortUes emerge 
under English devolution. 

That is close to inevious 
models discussed by Labour, 
which admires- the German- 
siystem whereby the poweiftil 
regional Lander, elect the 
iqn>er house in Bmm, the 
BuadesraL But U would also 
preserve elements at appoit- 
ment. ftmuiar to states like 
Rrahce and Canada. 

Detidls are fer from clear 
and may change further be- 


fore Labour makes its state- 
ment. ^le cTiairman of the 
royal commission. Which Win 
be under pressure from 
Tories and Liberal Democrats 
to report quickly, has not yet 
been picked. 

'Vnth Downing Street fear- 
ful that Mr Hague may seize 
the initiative by rushing out 
his own model for the 
refonned upper bouse -s)er- 
haps caned the Senate — a 
government holding state- 
ment is expected, possibly as 
soon as todsqr. 

Mr Hague was yesterday 
seeing Tory peers as part of 
his fenee-mmiding with the 
Lords and the rejd^ment of 
those who quit the £Knt 


bench last week. Mr Hague 
bdieves be is winning the ar^ 
gnment at the party grass- 
roots and on phone-in shows. 
But many Ibry peers, and 
scHtte MPs, are still angry at 
last week’s rfigmiBeai of Lord 
Cianbome. 

He was not allowed to 
resign over his deal-making 
with the Government avet 
the scheme to reprieve 9t he- 
reditary peers ~ out of the 
current iS6 — as a “guaran- 
tee” tbat the Government wiD 
not turn the SOO-strong rump 
of life peers into a '*Ton>’'s 
cronies” house. 

The significance of last 
week's drama is that most 
peers now expect Mr Blair to 


get a Lords majority for stage 
(me reform, now that the 91 
have been saved for the time 
being. Allies of Lord Cran- 
bome believe be has been 
made the fell guy for the lead- 
ership’s own errors, but 
Hague lo^'alists accuse Mm of 
arrogance and txeaciicr}'. 

In his determination to re- 
brand the Tories as n party 
free of privilege and old class 
barriers, Mr Hague is consid- 
ering proposing a model 
which would get rid of all life 
as well as heredhazy peers, 
and replace them with "sena- 
tors'* indirectly elected by 
MPs or a special college. 

.A semi-independent com- 
mittee. chaired by the former 


Tory Lord Chancellnr, Lord 
Machay. Is already exuiniitlitg 
optlcms for Mr Hogue, also 
with a view to inlluencing 
public opinion — uni! the 
royal commission. 

Last night, Lord Jenkins of 
HiDhead, who chaired Mr 
Blair's “Independent" cum 
mission on eJectiml n.'furra 
for Westminster, told the Uov 
emment it should ’*get on" 
with setting up the LiM'iis 
commission in the New Year 
as weU as “give It die task of 
reporting within a year” 

Lord Jenkins docs nut want 
to do the job himself, but is 
keen to exercise Ixa'kstairs 
influence to complete the con- 
stitutional reform ageiuLi. 



T»nniioi. i awiwmM»n and cMMgm Who bedded down veaterdayinadisiisedwardat Joyce Green hospitalin 
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Pinochet law lord 
linked to Amnesty 


JandeWlson 
and Nk^ Hopkins 


O NE of the law 
lords who ruled 
tbat General Au- 
gusto Pinochet 
should face tri^ 
for human Tii^its strodti^ is 
a director of a charity aCEQi- 
ated to Amnesty Interna- 
it emerged yesterday. 
Amnesty last night admit- 
ted tbat Lord HoGfloaii ~ who 
last week was at the centre of 
sdlegations over his wife*s 
linfca with tha human rights 
oi^anisatioa — has been an 
uz^aid director d Amnesty 
Zatemational Charity Ltd for 
seven years. 

Although the organisation 
insisted that Lord Hc^bnan's 
work with the charity was en- 
tirely unzdlated to its cam- 
paign to have Pinochet extra- 
dited to Spain, foe revelations 
could not have come at a 
wfxsetime. 

Ihe Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, will decide by Friday 
whether to allow foe extradi- 
tion process to start or to send 
foe former nhnpan dictator 
home, and his ddiberations 
are at a delicate stage. 

Lord HofGnan’s seven year 
involvement with foe charity 
was conceded by Amnesty 
yesterday in'a letter to Kingl- 
sey Nap^, the solicitors act- 
ing for Pinochet, who had de- 
manded from them details of 
his links with the 
orgsnlsatioii. 

Amnesty also admitted that 
in 1997 Lord Hofflnan was in- 
volved in a Amnesty fundrais- 
ing appeal for a new building 
for foe organisatfon in the 
United Kingdom. 

According to Amnesty, the 
Lord Chief Justice. Lord 
Bingham, who originally 
ruled in the Hi^ Co^ that 


Authority to allow first steps in human cloning 


Barrti B o a alay 

H a M t h Cof fi po w laiit 


S torms .^protest are 
Uk^ .tiq. hreak 'today 
ovm: tbe pnbUcotion of 
a report whSdh .will allow 
sedentt^ to take foe 
teutativa - steps dovm foe 
roair of human .cloning, .in. 
foe name of caring Intrao- 
tahle diseases. 

■ The Human FertfUsatimL, 
and Embryology Anfoorlty 
(HFEA) and foe Haman 
Genetles Advisory CommiS' 
don (H6AC> have been con- 
mifofg OB the ethics of 
cloning since January- 
Today they pohUsh their 
condudona, fSxmly oppos- 


ing the of a human 

i-MlH to iJace of the normal 
TWPA'rta of TCpEodncfom, hot 
leaving the door cqteu for 
.(dontog human matoial for 
therapeutic purposes. ■ 

. Sdentiats and ethieists 
have b8«a pemdertng foe 
posalbflities with increased 
urgency ever stnoe foe ciu- 
atiwTi of Ddly; foe cloned 
sheep. Last month, . an 
American blotec^oldgy 
company .fdalmed .to' have 
mjiiie a cow-human embryo 
three yean ago. by intro- 
dadng foe of .a 

hrimep eeUiiito a'cow egfr 
The embryo, they said, 
lived for sev eral days. 

The HFEA/HGAC .wants 
jn.audcipate wbat may be 


possible in' 10 years time so 
that ' the ' debate will be 
ahead of the Jj^foRjology. 
The l epoirt propones leav- 
ing foe dQor open, Imtyrill 
foisist that foiure wm be 
nujay hurdles to csoss'for 
who.apply to foe 
anfoority fbr permission to 
ca^p«»fonentjtt this area. . 

It antic^tes being asked 
to permit foe cloning of an 
embryo of perhaps eldit to 
la d^ growfo. The preGe- 
dure would be to remove a 
ceu from foe skin of a 
hnoMP being and fuse Its 
nueleas info a hnnun egg 
from which foe nucleiis has 
•been removed. The emlnyo 
would develop in a test tube 
to foe point where a Une of 


stem cells — foe bade cells 
whldi have foe potential to 
become any i^rt of-the 
.human body, whether 

braini kidney or.l^— have 
developed. The material 
could foen be frozen and 
stored for later use. ' 

Medical opinion Is in 
frmmr of proceeding with 
ftiowiiip in the hope (tf help- 
ing foe sufferers of diseases 
such as Pariclnson’s. 

Sir Colin Campbell, 
chairman of the H6AC, 
said: ’’We believe it would 
not be right at this stage to 
rule out limited research 
using such technlQues, 
which could be of great 
benefit to seriously ill 
people." 


The greatest advantage to 
cloned material is that it 
will not be teJeetod 1^ the 
body' firom vriiich the origi- 
nal cell was taken. Some 
scientists In the forefront 
of the field talk of the po- 
tential for developing 
“spare body pazto** — the 
po^bUUy of cells being 
removed from babies at 
btrfo, to be doned, devd- 
oped Into stem celte and 
then stared against foe day 
when needed fbr a replace 
ment organ, such as a kid- 
ney or a heart 
The antt-donhig lobby is 
appalled that the HFEA 
wiU not slam foe door cm 
farther ezperfrneatatlon. 
tom to page 3, (kdmnn 3 


Pinochet bad immunity from 
the jurisdiction of the igngiiqh 
courts, was also involved in 
thisappeaL 
1116 ^neral’s lawyers are 
already seeking to overthrow 
the House of Lords ruling 
against Pinochet on the 
.grounds that Lord Hoffman's 
wife. Gillian, is an adminis- 


trative assistant with the 
human rights organisation in 
London. Snbmtsslons sent to 
Mr Straw (dahn that lady 
Hoffinsn's position puts into 
questioD the validity of the 
law lords’ ruling. 

Amne^ has been one of 
the most vociferous voices in 
the campaign to extradite the 
fbnner dictator to Spain. 

During the House of Lords 
hearings, law professor Ian 
Brownlie made representa- 
tions to the five law lords on 
behalf of Amnesty and other 
human ri^ts organisations. 
He argued that PinoCbet does 
not have immunity from 
prosecution. 

Amnesty International 
Charity Ltd was set up in 1988 
after Arnne^ tried a^ felled 
to win charitable status for its 
entire operation. It was estab- 
lished to pay for research and 
educational work into human 
ririits issues and is funded by 
donatums from individuals. 

Its directors — Lord H<^. 
and Peter DuSy QC — 
and the company secretary. 
Stuart Whitehead, are not sal- 
aried. and meet periodically 
to review finances and priori- 
tise future projects. 

Once a year the board has a 
fbnnal meeting with execu- 
tzves from Aizmesty Interna- 
tionaL “Lord HofOnan has 
been a director of the charity 
fer several years,” said a 
source at the charity. “Ihe 
(diarity does not have any in- 
volvement in the human 
ri ghts ffampaignlng of Am- 





New commercial freeckxns for 
the Post Office will allow it to 
make foreign takeovers and 
keep nxire of Its profits. 

Report pageB 




AkeDtaUDeLSO 
Afe«*iUSS2 
And u i i efflO 
■iiililiiASto 
■jindnBOQJS 
MfomePTO- 
iLVSBO • 

irf aoK - 

fniteleffftiffm 
CspmeCeiOO' 
Piirhllin KCW, 
DwhMDKI? . 
DiMD&SO ' ' 


foSPt £86,60 

■■teals K30 
PhtedFMIS 

tJf-a 
rOMS-to 
iDSOO 
HeitelbnsHKSSS 
ttmgmtFOOp . 
leslaiidIKieS 
iHHiMSISta 
lb^LS,S». 
JsnlmJD12S 
-ltoiwaK8H150 


KawsHKDOAO 

telitaU82 . 
LebmoaU WOO., 
bWiadwi—LfeS 
lESn 
LM.D.5D.- 
MeiaoeB D2S . 

WslbMtWiitrniri 

ribiiB ' 
iORtOO 
■B80 - 

IZ&90 
IE2aD 



rORaSO 
tUBSSAOO 
lUSIZTS 
|R10 
■SK65 

■ stealeSLTOW 

8wsdM8K17 
teriliaifandSFaSO 
Tiiinwiasso . 
iMw*n:i7aooo 
•UletemU8$3.to 
USAUBtaJO 



j Uiews. ^A;^ j|iiiem^i!Uial.|^ggg^ 



Lupfiw; 

prOce^ 

scKXie^ f h:|affni«d^ 

■ 9^770^1 



'307323 



Lord Hoffinan: nzipaid 
director for seven years 

nesty International, and has 
ziot had anything to do with 
the crisis over Pinochet 
‘T w»n only that 

Lord Hftfftnan decided that 
there was no reason to de* 
dare his interest in the chan 
ity, though it is easy to see 
how pe(^ could draw the 
wrong cmcluslons.” 


Last night a spokesman for 
Amnesty said: “The involve- 
ment of senior legal figures, 
indudli^ Lords Hc^hnan and 
Bingh^, with Amnesty In- 
ternational charity work is a 
matter public record and 
we were surprise when Pino- 
chet's sblicitors wrote to us 
about it 

'*If Pinochet’s team are rais- 
ing this question now. It a 
sign of how desperate they 
hove beemne." 

The earUesl the Home Sec- 
retary is expected to an- 
nounce his decision is tomor- 
row, although it is more 
likely to be nearer the end of 
the week. 

On Friday, the 83-year-old 
former dictator is due to 
make his first public appear- 
ance since his arrest at a bail 
bearing at Bow Street magis- 
trates court in London. 

Yesterday Solicitor Geof- 
frey Bindznan, representing 
Axnnesty international and 
Others, wrote to Mr Straw 
asking for advance notice of 
the decision. 
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At 16, Mary ran gw^iy from a life of abuse. Tod^ 
she is homeless. CouM you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus sheker! 

You can help keep Mary, and foousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hot 
meals, dean dodies and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As die days count down to Christmas, nearly 10.000 
homeless pec^le are counting on Crisis. WbVe counting 
on you. Our service depends on pubfic donations. So 
please send your £25 tod^ - in time to help us buy 
the bedding food and clothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


i Yes, ril keep homeless people warm: i 

•□£IS 0(25 ^£50 □£2S(rother£ ' 


i teidese a cheque made psyable to Crisis. OR debit mf. 

Q Visa D MasterCard G Switch'*' ocher 

//////////////// 

*Lssc three dgks oTSwItdi ord rw._ ^ ^ Switch teue na L 

Expiry «*»*«* ^ Sipnnire 


* Gfa cf 050 or more lie wfonh ahnoK a diM ecn to IB under Gift Aid 
Name (caps) Mc/Nn/Mi — 

Addites—— 


4J 

_/l 

I 

I 


. Postcode. 


n .p W ditU lOMUl j 


0800 038 48 38 

riiiii.rnrrrnTritmim i*** ' — ' — ** ibr 
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Sketch 


The Mandelson 
who fell to Earth 


Tile Giifudlan Tuesday December 8 1998 


Proposal would allow competition but falis short of managemenf s hbpeforfull or partiai privatisation 

Post Office freed to inve^ 



Simon Hoggart 


P ETER Mandelson made 
a statemeat on liberalJB- 
ins the Post OStce . Mcst 
of it was in manasement jar- 
gon — "hi^'Volume. low 
mark-up sectors", "cross-sub- 
sidies”, that kind of stuff. 

But then, suddenly and 
alarmingly, be laps^ into 
EngUsh. or at least a variant 

of that language. 

When John Redwood 
replied scornfully to his state- 
ment, he announced: “The 
kindest thing that could be 
said is that it should be 
marked Return to Sender and 
sent back. We have clearly 
shot a number of their fbxes.” 

Then, just as you tbou^t be 
was running out of metaphors 
as fast as British industry is 
runriingoutof jobs, be pro- 
duced Uite convoluted verbal 
Gordian knot “Getting the 
whiff ofa leadership battle, be 
Is Irirching further to the r^bt 
to reheat the old privatisation 
nostrums ofa failed Conserva- 
tive Party." 

There are two explanations 
forMrMandelson's curious 
use otour native toi^ue. One, 
believed by some of my col- 
leagues. Is t^t he has con- 
tempt for the Commons and 
just doesn't care. 

(This may be true of all gath- 
erings whi^ be addresses. 
The other dtv he spoke to the 
CBI and asked the business- 
men to let him know if they 
needed his help or hajdadvice 
to offer. Then be read out hJs 
department’s address, com- 
plete with postcode, adding ' 
"And mark the envelope 
Vrg&u!' 

I had a sudden vision ofa 
junior civil servant dnsdiing 
into his office shoutii^ “Sec- 
retary of State! There's a letter 
here from a ball-bearing man- 
ufbcturer in Birmingham 
rompl^ningabout the strong 
pound, and it's urgent!" Mr 
Mandelson hurriedly ushers 
out the chairman of ICI and 
rips open the envelope. . .) 

My own theory Is that we've 
been wrong ail the time. It’s 


Mandelson who Is the alien, 
not Redwood. Redwood is 
what the Americans call a pol- 
icy wonk. He is alitUe bit 

more Interested in his subject 
than znost people would be. 
But he is rect^nisably human. 
You probably had a Redwood 
Id your class at schooL We had 
two. 

But Mr Mandelson teamed 
to speak at Martian school be- 
fore they sent him down to 
earth to rule us. It accounts for 
a lot. In bet he tent gay at aB; 
he just Cancies other Martians, 
hence that bizure "human" 
Ogure in the Dome. 

It would certainly account 
Car his langu^. "Careful and 
phased liberalisation." he 
said. "A rolling Ove-year stra- 
tegic plan": "robost invest- 
ment cases”; “Qezibte means 
of reOecting per&mnance". 

One fblt that the phrases 
had been gummed and stiipled 
leather 1^ a combine bv- 
vester made out of yoghurt 
pots on Blue Peter. 

There were also fhintly 
threatening lines. Ifl tan a 
sub-post office I would be very 
wary of Mr Manddson and his 
Interplanetary schemes. He 
said of the stnidl post (^ces: 
“With the best will in the 
world, the Post Office cannot 
sustain a network if it is not 
us^ But we intend to ensure 
reasonable access nationwide 
to those who need post office 
service on an elecbunlc basis, 
or£ace4o-fhce..." 

So if you want to get your 
pension, hook up to the Inter- 
net now. 

One of the recurring ttiemes 
was the apparent threat Crom 
* the Dutch and German post 
ofBces". I'm afraid 1 don’t 
want our nice, friendly 
postwoman replaced ^some 
German in a uniform, saying: 
“Ziss bill Iz a red biUI You 
must pay ztes bill immedi' 
ately! SchnelU” 

lading between the lines 
of MrMandelson’s Martian 
jargon “ofterlug differenti- 
ated products . . . commercial 
freedoms” 1 senseda 
change in oar way of life. 

No oEber mganteation is a 
wdcome visitor to almost 
every house in the country, 
six ^3 a week. The sdllng 
opportunities are Umitless- In 
two years’ time, your postper- 
son will be selling you oran^ 
juice, life insurance, those 
oven gloves which bum your 
bands off, and renting you vid- 
eos, which theirTl pick up next' 
day. 


Mcholas Bannbtari (Maf 
Bmhiass Comspondeiit 


T he Post OfBce Is to 
be freed to make big 
foreign takeovers 
and to keep more of 
its huge profits 
onder gioiveriimeat proposals 
announced yesterday. But the 
commercial freedoms an- 
nounced by the Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary, Peter Man- 
deteon. foil short of those 
wanted by the Post Office 
management and recom- 
mended by a House of Com- 
mons select committee. 

PO is to be allowed to 
borrow money to finance ex- 
pansion projects — expected 
to total £l bQlion in the next 


fow years —but stufo spumes 
wfll have to be apiaxwed by 
the Departmait of IVade and 
Industry and Oie Treasury. 

However, such borrowings 
will be counted as part of pub- 
lic borrowing, and could 
leave Mr hfonddson. having 
to G^t the ITeasury for ap- 
proval for the money. 

fo remnt years the PO has 
watdhed powerless as f(»e^ 
post offloes have moved into 
the British market, creaming 
off IntematioDal buslnees and 
taking over companies in the 
tranaportatioa, printing, war- 
ehousing and courier busi- 
ness. 

Two years ^o. for example, 
the Dutch p(^ office spent 
more than n.2 bOliou buying 
the TNT global transport 


business, white the German 
post oSk^ trtdch owns 25 per 
cent of the DHL intematioiial 
courier company. Q)ent ^23 
ihffiten this year on a stake in 
Securicor’s parcel operation 
and test week acquired a ^ 
per cent stake in a French 
parcel distrlbutw. 

Afr Manddson said fbe.'PO 
would have an arms-tength 
relationship with govern- 
ment which would have to 
approve the organisation's 
five-year stzidegic plan. This 
would gtve the PO. the free- 
dom to invest price commer- 
cial and borrow. It . would 
continue to have to deliver 
letters throughout the 
country at a standard price. 

A tough regulator would be 
set up "to'pFotect customer 


interests, r^olate prices and 
miforce fidr competition".' . 

Ihe (jovernment did not 
•rule out further changes, 
such as' a minority share sale 
or an-CTcbange of eqitity wltii 
other bu^nesses. 

"In the long term, -this also 
maang hrtti g to g In la giglatimn 
to tuzn the PO into a plc," Mr 
ManddsoQ said. 

• Senior PO'ezecutives bad 
been hcgdng Idr. AAmdelson 
would go fbr fiiS.or partial i 
privati^dioiL But -they were i 
prepared to setde for the I 
trade and industry select ! 
oonunlttee’s recommendation , 
that its status should be I 
changed to that of an Indepen- 1 
dent pUblidy owned corpora- 
tion. This would have fr w d it I 
from almost aH goi^ifniuent | 


control; wilh borrowings-not 
counting as part of the pOliti-' 
caBy sensitiTO public borow* 
ingfigOTSs. 

Neville Bain, tiie FO chair 
man, said: "This is a wdoome 
first after seven years 'of. 

frustration following oomff- 
OQS reviews- by auccessiVe 
govemments." - ' * 

SO added: "A key-issae will, 
be the speed at .which the 
vrtilte pkper is pubUtfoed and 
whether it wiU transtete the 
objectives announced today 

intO a »* «m1 ■ Twaaminp^il 

Strategic arms-length 

r^ttenship between, the PO 
and tile GoveramenL" 

. John Roberts, the PO's 
chief executive, said, it 
wanted to invest n billion to 
catch up m the competition. 


Targets, had begn identiOed 
and deals could be azmoimced 
in about four months' time. 

Dnder fhe new snai^ 
.meats, the Government will 
take only 40 per cent the PO 
p ro fi t s , cbfflpated' with about 
80 per cent in recent years, 
■nus would enable the PO to 
retain an extra bOlimi over 
five years, Mr Roberts said. . 

The Communication Work- 
ers Union welcomed the deci- 
sion not to sell ofTtiie PO. But 
a . senior: ofliclal said there 
was concern that the industry 
wofdd be opened op to foreign 
cmimetitioa before the PO 
bad tile necessary d^ree of 
ind^tendenoe to meet it 


Peter MamMeen, page 8 
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They 

should 

decide 

ona 

national 

unity 

cabinet 

or an 

election’ 


AryehDeri 
Shas psirty leader 
and power broker 


Palestinian protesters with slingshots' clash with Israeli troops in Bethlehem and other West Bank cities yesterday 
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Review 


Different shirts, 
same old sound 


Eddie Gibb 


Rod Stewart 

SECC, Glasgow 

R od Stewart bounced on 
stage In a sherbert-yel- 
low shirt and an- 
nounced that there were 37 
songs to get through, so we'd 
an better burr>' along. 

Two hours and three shirts 
later, the crowd was stUl doing 
overhead hand claps while 
The Star sprinted the length of 
the stage as if It was part of his 
daily rttness progranune. Oc- 
casionally, Rod would stop to 
executeaster-Jump, jogoD the 
spot, or do some Ul-^vised 
Ninja leg wa^es that we will 
call “dancing". Perspiration 
was much in evidence, thus 
the shirt changes. 

To say Rod worked would be 
an understatement; worked 
out would be more like it. Per 
haps this is whatliving in Bev- 
erly Hills does to a man. It 
might also account for his 
muscle-bound backing band 
of LA ra wkers — goatees, 
headbands, tattoos — who en- 
sured that, althouptb Rod 
played hits 5p.aDning nearly 30 
>'ears, most of them sound^ 
the .same. 

Drum solos, saxbreoks and 
keyboanis programmed to QU- 
the-gaps mode made the band 
perfecUy suited to providing 
the sound track for a hair care 

ad. 

"I'm a rockerat heart,” in- 
sisted Rod as he cranked up 
Stay With Me, but the sexy 
slink of The Faces was lost in 
the arena-fiUlng thump of the 
big bass drum. All of which is 


a shame, because Rod himself 
looked chipper for a man half 
his age. And be still cuts it in 
the tcmsildepartmenL 

Two ofhte borrowed songs 
— Oasis's Cigarettes And Al- 
cohol and particularly Primal 
Scream's Rocks — suited bis 
cheery pub rock stomp. Subtle 
they were not, but neither 
were the originals. 

The audience had paid 40 
quid to hear Rod sing the hi ts. 
They got ’em. Hot Legs, Young 
Turks, Rhythm Of My Heart, 
First Cut Is The Deepest; aD 
followed in a steaffv stream as 
Rod dipped into the bag 
marked "crowd pleasers". 

As an Anglo-Scot — not so 
much ex-pat as b^Tier-pat — be 
regards playing Glasgow as a 
home game. The football meta- 
phor is unavoidable, given 
Rod's trademark simmidt, of 
kicking plastic balls into the 
crowd. whQe giant video 
screens relayed footage of the 
Tartan Army. 

With a pad in C-aliibrnia and 
another in Essex. Rod Stewart 
finds exprssion for his par- 
entage through football's 
tribal allegiance (well leave 
that h ideous electronic bag- 
pipe squeal out of it) 

So when Rod says he's a 
rocker, he is t^ing through a 
vent In his ti{dit spangly 
trousers. 

He Is showbiz, an enter- 
tainer whoemploys nostalgia 
and kitsch in equal measure 
to create a shar^ experience 
of the present. It's haiti to 
think ofa singer whose songs 
are so widely sung to. 
This was panto for couples 
alth a ni^ offirom the kids 
to relive tiie seventies. 


Netanyahu clings on as West Bank violence flares 


Israeli government close to 
collapse ahead of Clinton visit 


PawMSharredchi Ja niaalo ni 


I SRAEX'S prime minister, 
Binyamin Netanyahu, last 
night won a two-week re- 
prieve from a crucial parlla- 
menUuy confidence vote after 
frantic day-long n^tiations 
which increased the prospect 
of a change in the govern- 
ment 

Fighting to stay in office 
just days before President 
Clinton arrives to try to revi- 
talise the peace process be- 
tween Israel and the Palestin- 
ians. Mr Net^yahu was told 
last night that in the next fort- 
ni^t he must decide whether 
to form a national unity gov- 
ernment or call early general 
elections. 


The power-broker behind 
last Diet’s deal, conducted 
during hours of filibustering 
in the Knesset by Netanyahu 
allies, was Aryeh Deri, leader 
of the ultFa-Orthodoz Shas 
party — Israel's fostest-grow- 
Ing political movement 

As the domestic political 
scene approached meltdown, 
violence erupted for the 
fourth day in the West Bank. 
A Pnipstinian Student related 
to Yasser Arafat’s chief n^o- 
tiator In the peace process, 
Saeb Erekat was shot and de- 
clared clinically dead In hos- 
pital, while a Jewish settler 
was shot and injured near the 
mainly Arab city of Jenin in 
the West Bank. 

The violence and the 
fraught political situation are 


casting an ngb'' shadow over 
the visit of President Clintem 
this weekend, which was 
meant to show that the inter- 
national conununi'^ wanted 
to see Isra^ and the Palestin- 
ians implement the tend-for- 
security deal they reached in 
October at the plaatation 
in Maryland. 

But a hunger strike by 2,000 
Palestinian prisoners in pro- 
test at Israel's fofiure to free 
Arab prisoners as pledged in 
the American-brokered Wye 
agreemmit baa made the tense 
atmosphere worse, with ISrae- 
Ite Patestinians trading 
ever more Incndiary threats. 

Nasser Erekat a 22-year-oId 
student at the West Bank’s 
Bir Zeit Ihiivezsity, was pro- 
nounced rilnically dead at al- 
Makassed hospital in East Je- 
rusalem last night He ban 
been shot tn the head daring 
a demonstration in Abu Dis, 
southern Jerusalem. Another 


protester was hit in the hip. 

In the noctfaem West Bank 
city of Nablus, Palestinian 
poUce shot and wounded ll 
Arabs In a crowd that tried to 
storm their headquarters. 
The protestors had setfire.to 
two police -cars and a bus 
after being beaten back from 
the Israeli enclave of Joseph’s 
Tomb during a rally in sup- 
port of prisoners. 

Israel's political turmoil, 
created by the gaping div- 
isions in Mx* Netanyahu’s co- 
alition over the deal — 
which is supposed to return a 
further 13 per cent of the West 
Bank to the Palestinians In 
return for a crackdown on Is- 
lamist ._ hgg pnt 

Into doubt the schedule of 
President Olntoifs tiuree^day 
visit which is due to begin on 
Satuztiay. 

“What am 1 going to tell 
him, not to come, don't 
come?" the prime minister 


asked on anny radia ‘T can 
prevent him from 
We're nqt accustomed to 
refusing someone who wants 
to come.” Mr Netanyahu's 
woes were brou^t on by a 
foiled bid to strengtbtai his 
government b7 aotxring a for^ 
mer fbreign minister. David 
Levy, bock into the cabinet 
and bolstering his meagre 
Knesset mhfority of 61-59. 

Bui Mr Levy tamed him 
down and the opposition 
Labour Party, which removed 
its “safety ntf ' after Mr Ne- 
tanyahu annooDOed last week 
he was suspending implemen- 
tation of the agreement 
because of alleged Palestinian 
misdemeanours — was confi- 
dent it bad enough votes to 
defeat the government 

After last night's deal, 
which sets back the confi- 
dence vote by a fortni^it Mr i 
Deri of the Shas party said; 
"Over the next two weeks 


they {Mr Netanyahu and ttie 
Labour leader, Ebud Barak] 
should decide whether to get 
together to form a . national 
unity government or call 
Sections." 

Earlier, Palestinian offi- 
cials said Mr Clinton, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu and Mr Ar^t the 
Palestinian leader, would be 
meeting daring the US lead- 
ers visit to Israid and the Pal- 
estinian Authority terri- 
tories. 

‘"The sununmit will take 
place on Monday at Erez {the 
Israel-Gaza border crossingl 
after Clinton ends his visit to 
Gaza where he will address a 
large gathering of Palestinian 
legislators and ministers on 
the pMoe process,” a senior 
Palestinian said, 

Israeli officials, on the 
odier hand, said the meeting 
may take place In Ashkekm, 
an Israeli to«ni north 

of(3aza. 




Jonathan Mtken leaving the Bow Street conrt ynterday 
where he was committed for trial photograph, graham tuwcr 


Aitken to stand trial at Old Bailey 


JamteWSaon 


OBMER Conservative 
cabinet minister Jona- 
than Aitken was yes- 
terday coDunltted to sfamd 
trial at the Old Bailey on 
charges of perjury, oonspir^ 
ing to pervert the course of 
Justice and perverting the 
court of justice. 

In a lO-miimte hearing at 
Bow Street magistrates' 
court, London, Said Mo- 
hammed Ayas, Aitken’s 
ftiend and former bu^ess 
associate, was also commit- 
ted to stand trial on a 
chaigte of con^iracy to per- 
vert tite course of Justice. 

The charges agidnst Ait- 


ken, aged 56. who was Chief 
Secretary to tiie Treasury 
in 1994-95, and Ayas, also 
58, relate to the coUa]^ in 
June last year of Aitken's 
High Conrt libel action 
amdnst the Guardian and 
Granada television's World 
In Action. 

Neither Aitken or Ayas 
said anytiilsg as Ctairf Met- 
ropolitan Stipendiary Mag- 
istrate Graham Parldnseai 
formally directed they 
should stand trial at the 
Old Bailey. A plea and di- 
rections hearii^ was provi- 
sionally schednled ftir Jan- 
uary 18, next year. 

Aitken was bailed on the. 
condition tiiat he lives and 
sleeps at his given London 


address in Westminster 
and that he notifies police 
of any change of address. 

Botii Aiticen and Ayas 
fooe one joint charge, that 
they conspir^ to pervert 
the course of justice, along 
with Aitken's estranged 
wife Loiicia, between April 
1995 and the collapse of the 
libel trial by ^ving folse ac- 
counts of the events sai> 
rounding Allan’s stay at 
tbe Ititx hotel in Paris in 
September 1993. 

Ayas is chaigwd with per- 
vertlx^ the coarse of ju^ce 
by signing a witness stat^ 
ment made on oath concen- 
tug Aitkmi's st^ at the Ritz. 

Aitken feces three fiir- 
ther charges. The Bist is 


perverting the coarse of 
justice by iwanwg and sign- 
ing a witness statement 
vriilGh gave a false versiem 
(rf* events. 

The second is that he 
drafted a false witness 
statement in the name of 
his daughter, Victoria Ait- 
ken, and obtained her sig- 
nature to that statement. 

The final charge against 
Aiticen is peijury concern- 
ing the evidmice he gave on 
oath doiii^ the libel triaL 

Ufb imprisonment is tbe 
maximum sentence for per^ 
verting the coarse of justice 
and conspiracy' to pervert 
the course of justice. The 
mashnnm smitmce fbr per- 
jury is seven years. 
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The Barry 
Home 
affairz 

He has been 
refusing food 
for nearly nine 
weeks. 
Damage to 
his health Is 
said to be 

Alison LawsoD, spokesperson for Barry Home (top iji^t}, said doctors were *coiioeiiied* 



Elsine Jacobs, a sopporter of Barry Home's protest, ties a ribbon to the hospital fence main photocraphs kipta MAminr 


Vigil provokes anger and despair 


The protest ‘He doesn’t want 
to die but he says only the 
Government can save him, by 
keeping its promise of an inquiry" 


Martin W aln wright 


A nimal rights cam- 
paigner Barry 
Home was dose to 
unconsciousness 
last night as a 
smattering <tf supporters hdd 
a vigil outside Tork district 
hospitaL 


The category A prisoner, 
serving 18 years for firebomb- 
ing shops across the south of 
Bwgiafnt is *^ffeafc and in- 
rr eacingly prone tO SictaieSS*’, 
according to his dosest sup- 
porter, Alison Lawson, who 
delivered her daily buBetta to 
the cinster of campalgoers 
huddled round a pallet fire in 
a dustbin. He has bemi reftis- 


ing food for nearly nine 
weeks. 

"He Is having tronble keep- 
ing down water," she said 
"He doesn’t want to die but he 
says that only labour can 
save him, by keeping their 
promise of an inquiry into an- 
imal research." 

Ihe hospital said that Idr 
Hdine. agi^ 48, who is under 
guard in his third floor room 
and may he visited only on a 
Hhme Office permit, was "sta- 
ble but giving cause fbr con- 
cern". Ms lawson, i^ed 29, 
who has campaigned with Iifr 
Home for more than a decade 
and been designated by him 
as his legal next-of-kln, said 


Our aim is to 
end suffering 
too, says 
man at top of 
militia hit list 


T he man at the top of 
an awimal ij^ts as- 
sassination "hit list** 
last nSidit condemned 
Baziy Home’s protes t as 
futile. 

Christopher Brown, who 
owns the mllgrove Fanu in 
Witney, Oxfordshire, ad- 
mitted he was worried by 
the threat, lasned last week 
by the Asdinal Rights 
MBitia. 

The nrtlltia, believed to be 
' supporters of the Animal 
I Ubentioa Front wosidng 
I under a different gnlse, 
vowed to kill 10 people if 
Mr Home dies and named 
finir of them- 

Jkb* Brown, who runs a 
commerdal cat fium, was 
named first, along with 
Oxford Univeid^ profoe- 
sor CoUn Blakemore, CItve 
Page of Sing’s CoU^ In 
London, and Mark Mat- 
field, director of the 
Research Befonoe Society, 
which defends experiments 


Will WfMMlward on the feelings of those 
at the sharp end of terrorist threats 


that doctors were not ^ving 
her informatUsn about the 
protester on her visits to his 
bedside, but wen clearly con- 
Cttned thst lir^iarable dam- 
age might have been done to 
his health. 

She and ofiier supporters 
took e ve r y atmirf the 

(Trff nTmm /v>mm/«p.nv» jp. 
bris of their road verge camp, 
to to emphasise that Mr 
Home’s alms were modest: in 
spite cf his viaLeni record, the 
twice-manied former dust- 
man is not fasting to press for 
the outlawing of research ex- 
periments on antmaiw even 
those conducted for cosmetic 
products. "Of coarse he is 


on animals for medical 
r esea rch. 

"Of conrse 1 am worried 
about the repercussions. 
Any terrorism threat has 
got to be takmi seriously.’* 
said Mr Brown. 

"I can’t see the point anit 
I think U pots their canse 
back. They are Just using it 
as an excnsejfor texTarism. 
if they wangtd'get-foe Gov- 
ernment to ha've -a royal 
fommiiMion, thte is going to 
part it back by a year at 
least hec a n se this govern- 
ment aren’t giring to give tn 
to terroxism.” 

He said he sold abont 
1,000 cats a year, of which 
go per cent went to test cat 
vaoefims. BBs cez^re pro- 
duces specific pathogen 
flree (SBF) cats, free of fo- 
Bne vimses so vaednes can i 
be tested on them. Uke anl- ' 
mai lights protesters, he | 
was **work!ng to try and i 
prevent salfertng.” He I 
added: **If tluy can give me 


against it, but he’s on hm^r 
sniJee for a royal commission, 
which Labour promised to 
support in their election cam- 
paign," said Patrick Coleman, 
aged 33, a former student 
from Manchester, who has 
been sleeping out on a Z-bed 
under dustbin-liner strung 
frtun a cherry trM. "He's not 
there saying: stop 
research, but keep your 
promise axMi have a royal 
commissum." 

Pre-electloa Labour posters 
giving the guarantee — but ' 
with “Life for Animals’* 
chwng pH to "Lies" — lean 
against the wall of the ho^i- 
tal. which has stepped up se - 1 


any proof of anybody 
czxieUy treating our cats In 
research, 1 woold stop sup- 
plying them.” 

Mr Brown hag become a 
constant target of aTifmai 
rights activists. He has 
bemi sent letter bombs in 
the past There are regnlar 
demonstratlaxis outside the 
farm: five people were ar- 
rested oiX'gnndaydnrtaig a | 
protest Others regard bum 
as a hero for holding ont 
when some establishments 

— recently, a beagle breed- 
ing centre in Herefordshire 

— have closed after the 


curlty and locks all but one 
door after 5pm. Some patients 
and visitors have reacted an- 
grily. especially after three 
supporters tf Mr Home used 
a fire escape to reach the hos- 
pital roof and sling a banner 
out briefly. 

Mr Horne sent a ftirther 
message out denying that his 
hunger strike was counter- 
productive. despite the Gov- 
ernment’s determination not 
to act under duress and Tbny 
Blair’s description of the fast 
as ‘foladanail’*. Ms Lawson 
said: "Barry thinks that's an 
outrageous attitude. The pres - 1 
sure has come from the Gov - 1 
enunent’s refusal to do any- 1 


owners were intimidated 
by protesters. 

Colchester Zoo earlier 
tbiB year received what it 
feared was a letter bomb. | 
Explosives experts were ' 
called in and checked the 
package, which was found 
to be a hoax. Mr Home’s 
hunger strike, thon^ not 
directly linked to.aoos, wor- 
ries director Bonujxiqne 
Tropeano that he will 
recalve new threats. 

At pharmaceatical com- 
panies. vigUance is being 
stepped up. Almost all scan 
padkages as a matter of 


thing wben we asked and ar- 
gued for It patiently." 

Campaigners have been 
kept as’ay from the back of 
the bospilal’s east block, ' 
where Mr Home’s room looks 
out over lawns and a factory, 
since he managed a brief ap- 
pearace four da^s ago. 

Lisa Carton, from York An- 
imal Aid. said: "It took a huge 
amount out of him. He had to 
sit on his bed getting his 
strength up for 15 minutes be- j 
fore going over to the window j 
and managing a wave." I 

She and artist Elaine Ja- 
cobs, also fjTom York Animal 
Aid. said that local people reg- 
ularly hooted suiqpott on car 


couxse. Tony Eaton, public 
affUirs director at Hoechst 
Marion RoosseL described 
Mr Home’s protest as a i 
“ r e trogr ade step’’. 

Violent animal rights ac- 
tivity is monitored by a 
smaU Special Branidi unit, 
the Animal Rights National 
Index, set np in 1986. A 
police source said yester- 
day there had been a “sea 
ebange” over recent years 
with activists moving away 
fiom explosives and more 
general arson. Instead, 
they had learned finm dis- 
ruptive protest movements 


horns .*ind brought driiik.>- and 
food. 

One pnssLT-by, coiitpanv 
chnirraan Donald Cox. 
stopped in the middle of Ms 
Lawson’s bullmin lo argtii* 
the issue. 

“I see the real virtims when 
1 go into the hospital to visit 
my wife." he said. "People 
like a 21-year-old girl wiio has 
lost her sight and begs for her 
eyes back. The>'’rc the ones 
we should be worrying about, 
not prople who put them- 
selves inside deliberately." 

Potty Toynbao, page S; 
Laadar eommantand 
Lattera, papa ft 


Like the anti-ear group 
Reclaim the Streets. 

Some animal rights activ- 
ists claim the redaction in 
violence was dne to hope 
that the Labour govern- 
ment would deliver more 
ebange. 

Robin Webb, press officer 
fbr the Animal Liberation 
Front, said: “Activity 
tended to slack off after 
Labour’s election. If Barry 
dies, it wlU act as a catalyst 
to unleash all the frustra- 
tion that has been felt 
against a govemment of 
broken promises." 






Wilo do you know 
love a Book Idken? 
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William Hague 
calculated that Ihe : 
chances of his aunt 
getting all six numbers 
were 15 million to one; 
the exact same odds 
he’d worked out he had 
of becoming the n^ 
Prime Minister. 

Armando lannucci 
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Authority leaves door open for 
first steps in human cloning 












continued from page 1 
I Fatridk Blxon, a leading 
anti-clonlxig campaigner, 
said the HFEA's report 
wonid be *‘a Christmas 
present for doners annind 
the world”. 

If British scientists de- 
velop the technology to 
clone an embryo for thera- 
peutic uses, they wHi also 
I imveH the secrets of creat- 
ing new lifo. he argues. 

"Homan clones win be 
created in British labe,” Dr 
Dixon predicted, . and 
woold-be dmers of new 
human beings, such- as 
Richard Seed In the United 
' States, would be able to 


Ipnfit ftom tile research. 
"It has never been more ur- 
gent to estefalisfa a ban on 
repcoduetive bnman clon- 
ing” he said.- 

He and the pto-lafe lobby 
are also concemed that ezn- 
biyos wiU be creat e d solely 
to be destroyed. 

But anyf&tng Qiat might 
be allowed the HFEA in 
the name of research is 
allowed in most other 
coontrSte. Britain Is the 
most highly regulated 
nation in the •world. In the 
United States, President 
Cahxton*8 demands for a 
feiftwiTip ban were blocked 
l^Congress. ' 








The new Book Tiiketts vouehrrs 


There’s nothing like the pleasure of choosing j good hook 
and Book Tokens are the only vouchers you can buy and 
exchange in vinuailv every bookshop in the counir}*. You 
can give exactly the value you want, as Book Tokens 
start at £ 1 and go up to £20. And now }’ou can choose 
from a range of free colourful presentation wallets with 
their own detachable bookmarks. 
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Formidable and witty judge 
with hint of political naivety 


Clare Dyer on law lord under 
fire from Pinochet’s lawyers 


I BONARD Hofibnann 

I known by all as 
I Lenny — is no 
to political 
controversy. Law Lords are 
supposedly politically neu- 
but at the time of tbe 
Neil Hamiifnn **cash fior 
questions” row he plasred a 
part In getting the law on 
parliamentary priTllege 
changed so the MP conld 
soe the Guardian fbr UbeL 
Believed to have been a 
victim of hM political na- 
ivety, Lord Etoffinann put 
down an amendment, after 
being “sonnded out” by the 
then Tory lord chancellor, 
l^nd Bladcay, to allow MPs 
to waive parliamentary 
privll^e so that prooeed- 
ines in Parliament conld be 
examined by a conrt of law. 

He took the view that the 
MP should have tbe same 
right as anyone else to sne 
for UbeL But, after noting 
the number of Tory peers 
who turned np to vote, he 
conclnded there had been 


“whip-like activity” and 
decided not to ^eak to his 
amendmenL 

The law lords who beard 
tbe Pinochet case vrere not 
specially chosen. They had 
been sdiednled to hear an 
asylom case that was post- 
poned to allow the appeaL 
It only became clear a short 
while b^re the appeal was 
heard that Amnoty Inters 
national would be allowed 
to intervene, so Lord BaB- 
man would not have had 
mndi time to apply his 
mind to any possible con- 
flict of interest. 

Lord Hofitinann was bom 
in 1984 into a Jewish fiun- 
ily ftom MniaenbeiB< near 
Cape Town. His fhther was 
a weU known soUcttor. His 
wife, Gillian, whom he 
married in 1957, comes 
from aamp background. 
The couple have two daugh- 
ters and several 
grandcdiildren. 

He was educated at Cape 
Town university and came 


to Queen’s Collie, Qxfbrd, 
as a Rhodes Scholar, like 
aTiotbf»r law lord in tbe Pi- 
Bo^et case. Lord Stoyn, 
who comes fixun an A&ika- 
■nerfhmfly. 

He taught at Oxford b^ 
fore be was called to the 
Bar, where he was one of 
the most son^t after and 
highly-priced banisters of 
his generation, and was 
qoiekly made a judge. 

He awJ bis wife Uve in a 
Georgian hoase worth 
more tiian £l miBion in 
Hampstead in north Lon- 
don, and have a weekend 
ootbi^ at Chedworth in 
Gkmcesterahire ^ is Lord 
Hoffinann of Chedworth). 

Lord Honmann is 
redconed the cleverest of 
the law lords and the most 
daunting to appear before. 
He revds in tiie dialogoe 
style House of Lords 
hcariwgft, in vtiilch judges 
fire qnestioDB at lawyers. 
Impatient with waOUng 
QCs, he cuts away vmblage 
to go to the heart of the 
matter, often revealh^ his 
sympathtes. 

Like other South Afti- 
cans in Ritain, he was as- 


I amied to be UberaL But Ids 
! Judgments have shown him 
rather conservative on a 
number of Issues. PnHice 
his wife, Gillian, who has 
strong political views, he is 
not seen as having modi in- 
stinctive feel for human 
Ti^dsissnes. 

' '*Hoffinann has shown no 
obvious ' political alle- 
giances,” said one lawyer 
who has known him for 
years. ”He doesn’t move 
With political sets.” 

As a High Court judge, he 
ordered a journalist to 
rev^ his sources. The ml- 
Ing was later held a breach 
of human ri^rts by the 
Enropean Conrt of Human 
Ri^its in Strasbouig. 

Witty, amnsing tmd oon- 
vlviaL he' is a fteqnent 
party-goer. He likes opmu 
and has served on the 
board of EngAisb National 
Opera and on the Arts 
Council advisory commit- 
tee on London orchestras. 

Tfjg hobby is cydlng, and 
itiseeps him mctremely fit. 
Hie ejfdes to wock and takes 
long distance trips around 
Europe, last snmmer feom 
London to Barcelona. 




MmlMlln 

IraiamlOofraspondent 


T he IRA leadership last 
weSkend staged a rare 
eooftemketo aaaeas the 
logfam over'-fhe decoamus- 
sioniag of terrorist weapons . 
whidh is toe Good 

Ftlday Agreement 
Seozrt^ sources .eald the 
two day meeting took place'ln 
Co Cavan, just inside the 
lepubliic. About 60 delegates 
were invQtv^ but there is no 
indicatioa of tbeoutcmne. 

. IRA army conventions are 
imusuaL The last one, in May, 
pa^ the way for Sinn FSin 
to take np.ite.plaoes In tbe 
Nmihero Irdand aeewiitdy. 

^ itiiriUa^r cTiang e WOOld be 

needed If the IRA was to mn- 
braee decommissioning, 
which is banned under its 
ocmstitution. 

The meeting came as Gerry 
Adams, Sinn Fein president 
repeated his critidsm or First 
Minister David Trimble, 
leader (rf tbe Ulster Uaionists. 
Be accused him of backtrack- 
ing on an a^eroient brokered 
by Tony Blair last week on 
the mske-iq) of Notihem Ire- 
land's ministries and fledg- 
ling cros&bnder bodies. 

Mr Trimble, meanwhile, 
wanted that the province 
could be feeing a rerun the 
Suzmingdale flasoo 1974 — 
toe last attempt at devedution. 

He told jonnialists in Wash- 
ington the reason the power- 
sharing executive coiDapsed 
24 years ago was because na- 
tumallsts were too ambitious 
in seeking wickspread powers 
for cross-border bodies, 
‘^iere are dangers in history 
repetiing itseUl” 

^le exchanges co niie as the 
leaders of ei^ Northern Ire- 
land potitical parties meet In 
Washliigtou tonight to be 
honemred fbr their part In 
producing the agreeing 
'Hie row casts a pall over 
the Nobel Peace Prize, to be 
awarded jointly to Mr Trim- 
ble and SDLP leader John 
Hume in Oslo on Thursday. It 
was meant to reexignise the 
new begizmlngs, but Dlster 
Unionists and tito SDLP are 
angrily divided. 

Mr Blair is determined to 
find a sedution before Christ- 
mas to the scope and make-up 
of tbe institutions envisi^ed 
under tiie Failure 

to do that would mean ^ 
Govenunent will be mialde to 
rush through the l^jalation 
in time fbr tbe handover cf 
powers firmn Westminster to 
' the assembly in February. 


Lord HoEhnan in the Lords last month, ovmrtaxning Augnsto Finochefs immunity. 


Protest as empty ward used to house Romanian refugees 


Hoiy Carroll 


S DfTY Romanian women 
and children last night 
bedded down on camp 
beds In a disused bospitsd 
ward, baffled by a furore 
breaJdng over them. 

Protests by Kent residents 
at the decision to house the 
asylum seekers at a ho^ital 
— albeit in an unfurnished 
1903 smallpoz isolation unit 
unsuitable for modem treat- 
ment ~ were greeted with 
disbelief. ”Do sick Ex^Usb 
people want to be here?” 
asked one woman, through an 
interpreter. 

Managers at Joyce Green 
hospital. Dartford. Kent, tried 
to defuse criticism that an 
overstretched NHS should not 
be accommodating people 
who enter Britain ill^ally, 
and predicted they would be 
moved by Friday. 

A straw poll of Dartford lo- 
cals su^ested most were con- 
vinced patients had been 
evicted to make room for the 
Romanians, even though the 
ward was closed two years 
because there was no lift. 



The women and children 
were among 103 Gypsies 
I found hidden to adttt lorry at 
I the Dartford fivight terminal 
on December 3, the biggest 
group to enter Britain ille- 
gally after crossing from 
I Belgium. 

Tbe 42 men are being held 
In detention centres ^ toe 
immigration service, but it is 
the responsibility of Kent 
cmmty council to house and 
feed the women and children. 

Anne-Marie Dean, chirf ex- 
ecutive of the Dartford and 
Gravesbam NHS trust dis- 
missed reports that flOOAOO 
would be spent — a figure 
condemned by MPs. “It was 
made up,” she said. “This is 
costing us virtually n<T*h<ng , 
tbOD^ we don’t know what 
tbe final figure win be.” 

Ms Dean also rejected 
reports that the asylum seek- 
ers had disrupted hospital life 
or angered staff by spnmii^ 
porridge. “There'S not been a 
stogie Incident” 

The ward has social service 
workers and a guard but no 
nurses, doctors or medlc^ 
equipment Residents to tbe 
ward opposite were unaware 


The Guardian's 
Christmas appeal 
offers readers the 
opportunity to 
donate to up to 
eight charities. 
Today Amelia 
Gentleman 
reports on the 
work of WaterAid 


<rf toe Romanians. “Not seen a 
thing,” one 

Most of the asylum seekers 
ftamp fi-om Tandrei, a vDlage 
in east Romania, aaM Dan du- 
mltrio, a translator working 
for social services. 

They fled to Britain to es- 
cape persecution from police 
and government agencies, 
said Tamage Siinina, aged 33, 
breast-feeding one of her six 

’They didn’t like us. They 
wanted us to go, go away, go 
anyadiere. Tbe journey was 
hcorihle.” The menfolk chose 
Britain and she wasn’t sure 
vtiiy. 

Surrounded by dozens of 
relatives and children, Mrs 
I Simina cried when she spoke 
! of her husband. Dragoi 
DFema,36. 

T want hm back. Where is 
. he? Where are our men? Why 
can’t we he h^ether?” 

Her impressions of Britain 
were that the weather was 
cold and the food strange. 

•They’re not aware of a 
cash crisis to the NHS, or Of 
the NHS. They just want 
their men baric,” Mr 
Dumitrlu. 






A Romanian refrigee with her children at the former Isolation unit in Dartford, Kent 
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Relentiess 
struggle for 
clean water 

O NE of the first things \ monities and providing them 
e\'ery child learns In with the equipment and skills 
the urban slums of to build and maintain the new 
Dhaka is the true systems. 


O NE of the first things 
e\'ery child learns In 
the urban slums of 
Dhaka is the true 
%*alue of water. Every sip must 
be savoured, not a drop should 
be a'asted. 

Procuring safe, clean water 
to drink is a relentless 
struggle, which often involves 
journeying long distances, 
paying extortionate prices to 
the local mafia and risking the 
possibility that It may be con- 
taminated. Tbe capital’s 4 mU- 
Hon slum dwellers have be- 
come adept at rationing their 
consumption of this most 
basic resource. 

The conditions endured by 
Bangladesh’s expanding slum 
population are some of the 

toughest knoMm. The statistics 
make grim reading: some 80 
per cent of slum dweUersare 
chronically malnourished 
and Dhaka has one of the high- 
est infant mortality rates to 
the world, with children tfylng 
from easily preventable dis- 
eases. Severe flooding this 
>-ear has created a huge and 
unexpected burden. With as 
many as 1,000 people sharing a 
water pipe, the shortage of eas- 
ily accessible water is a press- 
ing problem and one so funda- 
mental that it is hard for 
to ci ila to make any other 
meaningful improvements to 
their lives until it is resolved. 

This is where Water Aid can 
help- The chorltx' was set up to 
hrip provide dean drinktog 
water to developing countries, 
working alongside local com- 


monities and providing them 
with the equipment and skills 
to build and maintain the new 
systems. 

In Bangladesh the task is 
not an easy one. Tbe country 
Is one of tbe most densely pop- 
ulated to the world. Fr^h 
water has become a valuable 
commodity, with neighbour- 
hood ^gsters controlUng il- 
legal water supplies siphoned 
from municip^ pipes. 

“Organised crime is rife to 
this area. Water is one of those 
vital things it is important to 
control — because it is 
essential there is a lot of 
money to be made,” says 
Simon Trace, r^onal man- 
i^rof the charity’s Asia oper- 
ations. “Ifyou look anywhere 
in the world, you will see the 
poor are paying fer more for 
water than tbe middle cUxses. 
In Dhaka we estimate that 
water costs as much as 35 
times more for peofde in ur- 
ban slums as it does for the 
middle riasses who are con- 
nected to the system.” 

John Lane, Water Aid’s di- 
rector. adds: “We have an ab- 
surd situation where the 
country’s poorest people are 
spending between 2S and 40 
ptf centoftbeir income on 
water. That sort of Inequality 
we find morally repugnant.” 

While slum dwellers will 
scrape hither enoi^ 
money to pay for drinking 
water, th^ make savings 
where they can. Mr Tran, 
rrtio has Just returned from 
Dhaka, explains: “You see 



^ ^ 
n 





A'*"’’ 


-f- 




men, women and children 
bathing In todustrial effluent, 
erften in poisonous waste 
water sperted out by fectories. 
People wash there because it's 
free." 

The nature ofDhaka's 
bureaucracy makes i t almost 
impossible for slum dwellers 
to improve toe situation with- 
out help. They cannot apply to 
be offlciaHy connected to the 
mains because the ^vem- 
ment refuses to acknowledge 
tbe existence tf many of tte 
setttemoits. SquMti^ on gov- 
ernment land, living in 
shacks on the roadside or on 
toe hanks of the river, Dha- 
ka’s urban poor rarely have 
limits of tenure cm the land, 
and consequently do not have 
tbe correct documents to de- 
mand water oonnectioas. 

“The major stnnibUiig Uock 
is that because toeseemunn- 
m ties do not official exist, 
they can't ^ly for services. 
Water Aid can he^ them get 
around that," Mr Trace 
escplains. 

The diarliy WDiks dosely 
with a local medical non-gov- 
enunental organisation, 
Dustoa Shatria Kendra, 
vtiiose staff were insplr^ to 
try to resolve the water prob- 


lem when they found that 
most of tiie Diiieeses they were 
treatix^ were water rdated. 
Ihey decided to apply for toe 
water connections in the It 
name and then got toe local 
community to repay them. 

“It's a simple strategy and it 
works,” B/fr Trace $ay$- “We 
have to be realistic — Water- 
Aid is never going to be able to 
supply water to all the mil- 
licais of slum dwellers in Ban- 
gladesh. What we are trying to 
do is to devdop a successfiil 
way ofworkii^ and toiittieQ- 
courage others to adopt it” 

But provkUng water in isola- 
tiem is not enoi^ Ihe riiarity 

alonMimc tn lna fa>n eawtfqtiwn 

andtopForidehy^aweduca- 
thm. to ensure tbe fUH beorilts 
of dean wato* are fek. 

Mr Lane says: “SanitatioQ is 
not a ^anuffous cause, ft gets 
forgotten poUticlaos who 
prefer to focus on sure vote- 
winnera like providing water. 
People stni don't realise that 
biKdto improromeatsdo not 
come from clean water done.” 

WaterAid has developed coA 
efibetive ways 
water, and mudi can he 
ariiiered irtth relatively small 
amounts of mtmey. The results 
are inspiring. 


“The provision risafe water 
and sanitation makes one of the 
most important improvements 
possible tothese peqde’slives,’' 
Mr Trace says. 

Tt reduces mortality rates 


The charity 

□ About a quarter of the 
woiid’a popolatiOD — some 
1.4 billion people— do not 
have access to clean, safe 
water. More than 2 billion 
people do not have proper 
sanitation. 

□ Every hour' more than 

600 petvle die because of 
contaminated, inadequate 
or non-existent water. 

□ WaterAid worics to pro 
vide drinking water to de- 
velcq)liig conntries, co-op- 
erating with local 
communities .and non-gov- 
munental organisatkais, to 
Install single water sys- 
tems. The charity helps to 
provide tbe eqmpment and 
the glcine to bnlld and main- 
tain the new systems, so 
that residents qairitiy be- 
come self-snCBcient. 


I dramatically, itredacestbe 
■ amount peo^eneedtosprodOD 
waterandondoctors, whirii 
increases tbe amount that can 
be spent on food. Bvetytoii^ 
stems frrxn ft." 


□ Because health inqirove- 
ments do not come from 
clean water alone, the 
fti- gawiaatlmi algn inatalla. 

sanitation systems and 
works to improve public hy- 
giene throngh public edu- 
cation programmes. 

□ WaterAid has developed 
co6t-efibetive ways of 
resolving shortages. Just 
£1 pays for enon^ cement 
to bnild a latrine; £10 will 
buy a simple suction pump 
to pump water fimn a reser- 
voir; £SQ pays for tbe salary 
ofaJQ^ieneedneatorfor 
200 slum families for a 
month; and £470 will pay 
Ibr the installation of a pub- 
lic water point in an urban 
slum, which can be used fay 
up to 100 families. 

□ “These things are fimda- 
mental for improving 
people’s healtit,” says John. 
Lane, the dharity’s director. 
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The biggest 
asp cast 
master 
in the world 


Dan Glaister on cross-dressing in 
Shakespeare ‘for sake of authenticilaf’ 
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M ark Rylance, artis- 
tic director of 
Shakespeare’s 
Globe, is to play the 
role of Cleopatra in the 
theatre's next season, starting 
in May. 

Handing the role of the 
Queen of the Nile to a man is 
one of several recent exam- 
ples of cross-casting, although 
it is more often in the reverse 
direction with women taking 
roles written for men. 

But while many cros&cast- 
ing experiments are carried 
out in the name of quota fin- 
ing, granting employment to 
actresses, or simply to satis^ 
curiosity, the Globe's deci- 
sion has been taken In the 
name of authenticity. 

AU Shakespeare's plays 
were originally writtiBii Ibr 
and performed by men, al- 
thou^ the female parts wete 
played by boys. Rylance, by 
contrast, is 37. 

A spokeswoman for the 
theatre said yesterday: “Part 
of the mission of the Globe is 
to explore the original play- 
ing practices. So as^well as 
casting, we will use authenti- 
cally made costumes. 

“A lot of time and research 
goes into IL 

”The dyes and materials 
and fastenings used are au- 
thentic. Fbr example, urine is 
used to dye the underwear." 

But all eyes will be on the 
sexual chemistry between 
sCieopatra played by Rylance 
and his lover, the virile 
Antony. 

“It’s going to be very inter- 
estins to see how he plays Cle- 
opatra and to see who plays 
Antony opposite him." the 


■■■ , .1 ■ 

i:-;. 


spokeswoman added. "An- 
tony is going to have to be the 
ri^t kind crf'macha 

“They are such a passion- 
ate couple. But Mark has a 
sensitivity about him that 
will bdp. and a voice that is 
not very low." 

Hdnry V, the Globe’s first i 
production when tt opened I 
I last year, was perfbrmed with 
an all-male cast That produc- : 
tioD included a scene in | 
' which Princess Katherine, 
played by Toby Cockerell — : 
described as "shyly viiginal" I 
in the Guardian — was wooed ' 
by the kii% played by Ry- 
lance. '‘That didn't come j 
across in any way as camp or j 
as someone in drag," the 
spokeswoman said. 

Rylance as Cleopatra is a 
rehtivdy rare example of a 
mai^ taking the part a wom- 
an. Other than his own pro- 
duction of Henry V last year, 
there was an all-male produc- 
tion of As You Uke It three 
' years ^o. starring Adrian 
Lester as Rosahnd. That pro- 
ductioa staged by the inde- 
pendent Cheek By Jotri com- : 
pany. proved so successEul it I 
' transferred to the West End. 

' The previous all-male version 
was Clifford Williams’s 
National Hieatre production 
at the Old Vic in 1967. 

Another switch is the role 
of Peter Km, played by a man 
in the current Royal National 
Theatre production. Tradi- 
tionally, Peter has been 
played Ity a woman. 

One of the most acclaimed 
examples of cross-casting was 
Fiona Shaw's interpretation 
of Richard n at the National 
in 199S. 
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Kathryn Hunter fulfilled a 
life long ambition last year 
when she played King Lear at 
the Young Vic. 

"Tve Imd this wish since 1 
was 13 to play Lear," she said, 
“when I heard my teacher 
read the play, she had this 
vast bosom heaving with 
emotion.” 


Other examples abound. i 
from Frances de la Tour, who 
played Hamlet in 1991, to the 
current revival of an all-fb- 1 
male version of Robin Hood 
— retitled Rol^ Hood — at 
the Drill Hall in London. I 
But possibly the most (hm- 1 
ous example was Sarah Bern - 1 
bardt's interpretation of I 


Hamlet in the We 


Short leaves Downing St groaning 



an equivalent amount, al- 
fiunigh critics si^gested the 
cost of tiie pai^ would be 
added on to the hoose price. 

"ObviOQ^ we support the 
principle that buy- 

ws can get access to hilbrma- 
tion at an eariier stage. But 
the vendor is going to want to 
see the cost .'of the' survey 
recouped in the price they are 
charging for the house," said 
the Council of Mortgage Lend- 
ers, whidi reprd^nts banks 
and building societies. 

People might also be hesi- 
tant about relying on a seU- 
.eris snr^, and would want 
to oommission ttieir own. 

'nie consultation paper also 
wants buyers to be better pre- 
pared by obtaining “in princi- 
ple" mmigage <^rs before 
making a bid on for a 
property. 

Geoff Hoon, Minister olC 
St^ at the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department, said one of the 
"difficult'' areas was whether 
the dianges could be merely 
voluntary. Compulsion would 
mean l^jslatioii. plus sanc: 


□ Already has to pay a soitot- 
tor's fee tty oonv^anctng — 
tyi^criiy E 34 S. 

□ Win continue to pay the es- 
tate agent's fee, arouxi £1 ,000. 

□ Un^ proposals, win also 
have to pimride “seller's pack", 
indiKfing a survey and local au- 
thoii^ search costing around 
£400. 

BUYER 

□ WE continue to pay sollcit- 
tors' fees, though these will be 
reduced somew ha t because 
some information will have been 
provided by the seller. 

□ Stamp duty is levied on prop- 
erties over £360,000. and will con- 
tkiue to be paid by toe buyer, tt 
typically adds £1,058 to the 
costs of tinse it affects. 


Aged 55, the increasing 
eccentric actress silenced au- 
dlences with her perfor- 
mance. The critic Max Beer- 
bohm said he r^ained frxnu 
laughing out of ooncem. fbr 
“the national reputation fbr 
good manners". 


However, should the 
Globe’s audiences ibeil the 
same about Rylance's essay in 
femininity with Cleopatra, 
there is only one way they 
could express their disap- 
proval in a fitting manner fbr 
an institution so preoccupied 
with authenticity: by throw- 
ing cabbages. 


Nicholas Watt on the alleged 
gaffe by overseas minister 
which left exporters fuming 


D owning street 

must have reverber- 
ated to tbe sound of 
wearisome groans 
yestcrcLiy when the papers ar- 
rived with banner headlines 
pmclaimms that Clare Short 
had mode yet another gaffe. 

Her candid, off the cuff, style 
had once again shot the Inter- 
national Development Secre- 
tary on to the Tmit pages after 
she admitted ignoring advice 
fr^ her officii to lobby on 
behalf of British businesses 
during an official visit to 
China. 

“Within my briefit^ there 
was some suggestion that I 
might raise the odd contract 
that was around. 1 didn't 
bother." she told ITV's Dimb- 
leby programme. 

Realising that she was rni 
sensithe ground. Ms Short 
added: "Perhaps I shouldn’t 
say that ... I tlunk China and 
any other country should buy 
the most bargain-full project 
that is on offer." 

Disgrace, boomed the Tbries. 
that Ms Short should fhfl in 
h» duty to bat for British busi- 
ness while abroad. Astound- 
ing. thundered business lead- 
ers. that exporters strug^ing 
with a strong pound should be 
given such poor support. 

Downing Street insisted 
that it was "seriously 
reiaxod” ^MUt Ms Short’s 
remarks. But the Prime Min- 
ister’s official spokesman was 
forced once n^ln on to the 
defensive by the outspoken 
Nls Short as he stressed that 
the Go\’emment has a "very 
pro-active policy in promot- 
ing British companies 
overseas". 

Labour MPs. who have 
gloated at Ms Short’s gaffes in 


the past, were unfazed by her 
Crank admission. One senior 
MP sai± “I don’t see anyone 
lining up to take a shot at 
Clare over this one. Tbe 
’Tories made a mess over link - 
ing aid with trade and it’s 
go^ to see Clare making 
dear how different Labour’s 
position is.’’ 

Ms Short, who is highly 
sensitive to press criticism, 
will have blamed the 'I^ry 
press for unleashing un- 
fair vendetta. But she may 
have wondered whether her 
remarks were quite so wise 
after the rightwing columnist 
Simon Heffer heaped praise 
on her for placing Labour’s 
“old corporsde state mentality 
well and truly behind". 

Hailing her in tbe D aily 

Mall as a "living legend*’. 
Heffer attempted to rewrite 
history by arguing that her 
gaSe-strewn period in office' 
has in feet been a triumph. 
Her finest hour, according to 
Heller, was her remark last 
year that people suffering in 
the wake of the volcano on 
the Caribbean island of Mont- 
serrat were making such un- 
reasonable demands that 
"they will be wanting golden 
elephants next’’. The Island- 
ers were whingers and good 
old Clare told them so. 

Ms Short, who is acutely 
embarrassed every time she 
Is reminded of the infamous 
golden elephants, will not 
take kindly to being praised 
for that particular outburst. 

Even her admirers were as- 
tonished when Ms Short, the 
descendant iff victims of the 
Irish Famine, attacked Mont- 
serrat's leaders in language 
which was reminisoeot of in- 
sensitive colonial governors. 


Her grasp of gec^raphy was 
also a little weak because 
golden elephants are more 
likely to be found in India 
than in the Caribbean. 

The Montserrat episode, 
which still roisters the high, 
est mark on the Clare Short 
gaffometer, set fee tone for a 
whole string of UJ-thought-out 
outbursts. She had a fair 
point, but she made It in such 
a clod-hopping way that the 
message was lost 

So it was this summer when 
the Red Cross, which might ex- 
pect to be one of the ot^iiisa- 
tions trumpeted t^ Ms Short, 
found itself on the sharp end of 
her tongue after lending its 
support to an appeal to bdp 
victims of the famine in 
Sudan. Ms Short claimed that 
the appeal was pointless be- 
cause the feinine was caused 
by the country's civil war, not 
a lack of food frean the 
West It was a brave thing to 
say on such an emotive 
sul^ecL 

But she ruined her message 
by going on to say that su^ 
appeals induced femine fetigue 
in the West because they made 
people “Hindi and turn away". 
When the Red Cross 1^ took. 
Ms Short dug herself into an 
even deeper bole by likening 
Red Cross appeals to “999 
crews rattling boxes to raise 
funds when they dem’t need it 
to run the ambulances". Asked 
about her outburst in the Com- 
mons, Ms Short angrOy hit 
bade at the press, »yuig feat 
nobody should b^eve what 
they read In the papers. 

Her remarks Irritated Dovm- 
1^ Street and fuelled specula- 
tion about long Tony Blair 
could tolerate her in the Cabi- 
net But they were particularly 
damagii^ for Shm b^ 
cause they undermined her po- 
sition in the party' as a taUs- 
man to Old labour. If Clare's 
on board It can't be tbat bad 
goes the thiidung. 

The likes <ff Ann Clwyd. 


Short shrift 


S INCE she became tbe 
first Intematlonai De- 
velopment Secretary last 
year Clare Short has dis- 
mayed Downing Street and 
delighted her opponents 
with a string of outbursts. 
urttes Nicholas Watt. 

In her most infemoos 
remarks. Ms Short accused 
leaders on the Caribbean 
island of Montserrat last 
year of making sneh de- 
mands after the volcano 
that "they will be wanting 
golden elephants next". 

A TV docomentary de- 
signed to be a serious stndy 
of Ms Short In her new role, 
backfired when she at- 
tacked Cabinet coUeagnes. 
In an interview for Clare’s 
New World, she said that a 
feUow Cabinet minister had 
made np a story sayii^ she 
had compared the Ulster 
Unionists to the Kla Klnx 


Labour's former oversea de- 
velopment spokeswoman, took 
great oSbnee to fee Red Cross 
outburst because she felt it 
could have come from tbe lips 
of an insensitive Tory. But Ms 
Short stood by ber remarks 
when she was questiixied by 
Ms Cli^ during a Cmnmons 
committee bearing a few 
weeks. “1 think, with respect 
Ana you seem to want to stoke 
up an old row,” she snapped at 
hercolleiigoe. 

In her stubbomess Ms Short 
seems to relish her role of 
speakir^ out freely, giving the 
impresslQQ that she is attentot- 
ii^ to liw up to Ernie Bevin’s 
famous remark about how the 
labour leader George Lans- 
bury was gufity of “bawkliig 
his conscience round the chan- 
c^orles of Europe’’. 

For the moment the Prime 
Minister is happy to tolerate 


Elan. ‘ Tfs utterly mall- 
cions. It’s someone in the 
Cabinet becaose It’s a Ue 
about a discussion tbat did 
take place." 

Before the 1997 election 
she ventnred into the no-go 
area of legalising drags 
when she told BBCl’s 
Breakfest with Fnwt: **We 
shonld get some archbish- 
ops and former chief con- 
stables and see If we can't 
organise tbe whole thing 
better." 

Ms Short also sailed into 
the highly sensitive area of 
taxes In 1996, the year be- 
fore tbe election, when she 
contradicted Toj^ Blair’s 
claim that people eerning ' 
less than £40,000 may pay 
less tax under Labour. *T 
think in a fair tax system 
people like me wo^d pay a 
bit more tax," Ms Short, 
then.eamtng £34,000, said. 


Ms Short, who is still held in 
great affection ammg party 
grassroots. But there have 
been mormurlngs about how 
tong his patience will last 

Only last month Me Short 
infuriated Downing Street 
when she blew apart tiie Gov- 
ermneot’s careftiUy crafted 
stance that the Monica 
Lewin^ afifelr was a matter 
for the American people. 

During an appearance on 
BBCl’s Question Time she de- 
scribed Prmidti^t- Clinton as 
“a politician that has done 
that much, told that wwny ' 
lies, isn’t re^ lit to be a I 
leader". Tbe Prime Minister 
was embarrassed because 
newspapers seized (m tiie In- 
consistei^ ty* a cabinet min. 
Ister twUing to Clinton's head 
just weeks after he had pub- 
licly lent tats support to the 
President 
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Yhp Tuesday December 8 1 ^ 


Thirty-two 
years after the 
world was first 
alerted to the 
problems feeing 
Venice, and 
with predictions 
that St Mark’s 
Square could 
be flooded 
every day by the 
middle of 2000, 

John Hooper ^ 
reports from 
Rome that the 
best way to 
tackle the 
problem of 
rising waters 
has still to be 
agreed 



In 1996 St Mark's Square was snbmei^ed for no less than lOl days during Venice's worst ever year for Qoods 


Moses project expected to sink 


T he backers of a 
£1.4 billion project to 
save Vbnice foom the 
waters of the Adriat- 
ic are bracing tbem- 
selves for the plan to be 
thrown out later this week hy 
government advisers. 

The expected outcome will 
bring yet more d^ay as engi- 
neers, environmentalists and 
politicians continue to wran- 
^ over bow best to preserve 
the city 

It is 82 years since the 
floods that first alerted the 
wodd to the danger Venice 
faces. Yet still no solution to 
the problem has been agreed. 
The scheme favoured 1^ the 
city’s shc^keepers is the 
Moses project, which would 
involTO fixing 79 barriers to 
the bed of the lagoon with 

htngy . lifcRfii^ tp ntng s 

Whenever the tide rose be- 
yond a certain point these 
giant flaps — each measurli^ 
about 6^ by 98ft and weigh- 
ing about 300 tons — would lift 
up. The consortium behind 


the prqject estimates that the 
bar^rs would be raised once 
a month on average. Only the 
tops would be visible^ 

The technical details of the 
sche m e were finalised six 
years ago. Since then Moses 
has won approval fiom Italy’s 
natioi^ public works board 
and a committee of interna- 
tional experts headed by the 
president of the scientiOc 
committee of the European 
Union’s environment agency 
Philippe Bordeau. 

But for the present centre- 
left administration to give it 
the go-ahead, it ne^ a 
favourable environmental im- 
pact assessment. And accord- 
ii^ to reports at the weekend, 
the panel mramining the 
scheme fa^ decided the eco- 
logical cost is too high. 

Most environmentalists are 
opposed to Moses on the 
grounds that it could destroy 
the l^oon’s delicate ecosys- 
tem without providing an en- 
durir^ answer to the 
recunent flooding. 


They are not alone in their 
doubts. Eailler this year the 
Royal Geographical Journal 
published a study by the 
British flood control expert 
Edmund Penning-RowselL 
He estimated that, because 
^obal warming was raising 
sea levels, St Mark’s Square — 
the clts^s low^ point — could 
be flooded every day by the 
middle of the next century 
Then the barriers would need 
to be kept up permanently and 
the lagoon woUld lose all con- 
tact with the sea. 

Environmentalists support 
less drastic measures, includ- 
ing raising the canal banks and 
paved areas of Venice: Their 
views are currently of the ut- 
most political importance. 

The Greens are part of the 
centre-left coalition that keeps 
the prime minister, Massimo 
D'Alema, in oSice. Though 
their support Is not crucial to 
his survival, he is keen to 
keep a broad power base. 

A not (1is.st.mi]ar situation 
is to be found in the local au- 


One of the 79 baniais 
around the mouth of 
thep^ 

69l(20rn} 



Sea defences 

1 Nonnelecindaions*- tidewttibt 
im of Ss uswd tovrt benier 
ler aa ins on aea bad 


4be0Nn 




2 tr die tide b over im bfghv than 
usual than the banter b Mead: 
omiprassad av pumps out the 
water and the bsntar Hosts’ up 


Tbs 

barrier is 
hollow. Airis 
pumped in or out to 
control its hc^ in 
the water 


SoonxCotmeaSiSea 



thority Venice’s mayor, Massi- 
mo Cacciari, also heads a 
broad alliance of the centre 
and left some of his council- 
lors favour the Moses projects; 
others are against IL 
The Greens’ leader on the 
city council, Alessandra Cec- 


cetta said: "We don't want the 
lagocm to become a closed 
basin.” But Paolo Costa oi the 
former Christian Democrats 
warned that Voiice was in 
danger of ‘*self-destrucd<m by 
indecisiwi". 

What no one can dispute is 


rbat the problem is getting in- 
exorably worse. Last year St 
Marie’s Square was flooded 79 
times. It was the second-worst 
year since records began. The 
worst year of all was 1996. 
when foe piazza was awash 
for 101 days. 


The foct that parts of the 
city are waterlogs^ for a 
quaxier of the year or more is 
one of several fMors slowly 
draining N^nice of Its popula- 
tion. A city whidi had 170,000 
inhabitants In 19ii0 now has a 
mere 60,000. 

The environmental impact 
assessment expected later this 
week U unlikely to be the last 
word ou Moses. If, as expected, 
the scheme is vetoed, it will al- 
most certainly spaik off a bat- 
tle in the cabinet between the 
environment minister, Edo 
RondU, of the Greens, and the 
puhlic works minister, Enrico 
Micbeli. 

If. on the other hand, pro- 
ject Moses were to be given 
the thumbs-up. the decree au- 
thorising it wc^d need to be 
countersigned by' a third 
member of the cabinet foe 
heritage minister Giovanna 
MelandrL Since she Is be- 
lieved to share the Greens' 
concern about the scheme, 
there is ample scope for ftir* 
tberdelay 


Naio 
shuns 
limits 
to its 
reach 


Martin VfoHwr fa* Bwffo 


N ATO is pbnmni! to 
write itself a bUtnk 
cheque by reflising to 
limit or deOne its (Uture areas 
of operations in the new 
strategic doctrine to be .dis- 
Qi^sed by alliance foreign 
ministers today. 

The old cold war allkince 
con£^ its reach to Europe. 
Noto's new formula will refor in 
foe broadest terms to ’’sccurits’ 
in and for the entire transat- 
lantic area”. Taking account ol 
Nato partnerships with former 
Soviet stitos. this will extend 
foe alliance's sphere of influ- 
ence to the oil-rich Caspian 
bitoin and central Asia . 

The foreign ministers ore 
also expected to approve 
United States pkin to u-stabitsh 
a new and special unit at 
Nato's Brussels HQ to coordi- 
nate intelligence, sclmtiflc 
skills and "a rapid reaction ca- 
pability*'* to handle emergen- 
cies tri^tered by weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Citing the need for the al- 
liance to prepare for such 
emergencies — from a subway 
gas attack to a nuclear prolif- 
eration crisis, a senior Nntu 
offlclal said >-csterd:ty that the 
decision not to limit Nato’s 
reach was deliberate. "NiUo is 
an alliance that operates hy 
consensus, so there is no neejA 
to rule things in or out. We 
will let the consoa-ais of the 
alli.'uice memben! regulate 
our reach. 

’The nllinnre. which is 
adding Hungary Poland and 
the cxech RepuUie to its 
ranks, plans to approve its 
strategic doctrine nl its sum- 
mit In Washington in April, 
the 50th anniversai'y of its 
foun^tion. 

Designed to rarry Nato into 
the 21st century ns tin* over- 
arming scCTirity system for 
^rope and North .America, 
the new doctrine would create 
a new world order run by Nato 
as the most powerful military 
force on the planet. 

Today’s meeting wtn also 
bring a detormiued call by 
Washington to its Euzt^ieAn 
allies to strengthen their mili- 
tary* capabilities. 

want a Europe with 
modern, flexible mlUtary" 
forces that are capable nf- 
putiing out tiros In Guitqie'a 
backyard," the US secretary tf 
state. Madeleine Albrlfdit. 
s:iid yesterday when she wel- - 
corned foe British initiative 
for a stronger European force 
InNnta 
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go somewhere new 

Go now flies to Munich and Venice. Fly before 1 1 Feb and the standard fare 
which requires a 2 night minimum stay is guaranteed at £80 return including 
taxes, every seat, every flight, every day. 

go more often 

Go also flies to Edinburgh five times every weekday and our service to Bologna 
has doubled. 

go and change your mind 

Rexible fares are also available on all flights and allow change or cancellation up 
to two hours before the flight. 


m 


go 0845 60 54321 

the new low cost airline from british airways book online at www.go-fly.com 
london - edinburgh - rome - milan - bologna - Venice - Copenhagen - lisbon - munich 
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‘French 

Andy 

Warhol’ 

dies 


C BSAR **^]i!firrfTtr 
(right> th« son of Un- 
inlgnuits who became 
one of France's leading 

sculptors, has died of canp 

car, aged 77. 

He was best known for 
mooldiog sach everyday ob> 
Jects and rubbish as jeans, 
wrecked cars and food con- 
tainers — even fake Cartier 
watches — Into prized art. 

Cesan as he was known, 
was also famons for nix- 
ing and giving his name to 
the golden statues awarded 
in French cinema's equiva- 
lent of the Oscars, and for 
his ‘'Thumb*’ sculpture — a 
reproduction of his own 
thumb and finger prints. 

Bom in MazieiUes. Cesar 
went to art school and 
began using rubbish fbr 
material because he oould 
not afford clay 

A member of file New 
Realism school, to 'wds crit- 
icised hy the arte establish- 
meut. But one critic, Atiw 
C reniiii,aaid yesterday: 
*‘He'w» the Fren^ Andy 
WarhoL” ~ Airfs; Ai? 

PHOTOGRAPH: msCM. GUyOT 





Poland to return German art treasure 


lan.liaynor in Berlin 


T he Polish president, 
Aleksander Kwasniew- 
ski, ofihred 
to return a priceless 
collection of manusoipts — 
inriuding original woiks by 
Beethoven, Bach, Mozart and 
Martin Luther— to Gennany 
a gest^ thai utey beJp to dose 
the book on a bittier row which 
has raged since the end at the 
secmdwatldwac 
The offer was welccmed by 
Bonn, which plans to negoti- 


ate a deal in the uezt few 
months, su^esting that a 
breakfiurough is imminent in 
one the most important 
couLruversies stmnmuig 
the Nazis* plunder of ■Euro- 
pean art galleries. 

The “Beiiln Library* of 
German manuscripts was 
taken into occupied Poland fbr 
safekeeping by the Nads In 
IPU, and appropriated by the 
Poles in 19i6. 

The cdlection is reckoned to 
inclode a quarter of Mozart’s 
original manusoipts, part of 


Beethoven’S Eighth Symphony 
the ftHgitiaift of woite by Jo- 
hann Bach, and 

manuscripts by the poets 

Mr Kwasniewski, spurred 
by last week's WasbOtegton 
oonfierenee on the restitution 
of art and prope rt y looted 
during the wan said it was 
time the collection was re- 
turned to its rightful owner. 

But he stressed tttet Fotend 
bad not stolen the coIIectiQn. 
After their Invasion of Poland 
in 1S39, the Nazis, fearing that 


the coUeetlon would be dam- 
aged fay the Allied bombing of 
Berlm. transported it in more 
than 500 crates to Sites la. 

It fdl into Polish posses- 
sion at the end (tf the war and 
was taken to Cracow Commu- 
nist Pbland deni^ having the 
art woiks until the 19703 and 
later presented fragments to 
its Wazsaw Pact ally East 
Germany. 

‘*Fhis is a very sensitive 
and difficult topic,* Mr Kwas- 
niewski told a Berlin newspa- 
per. "What I am saying 


trigger sharp eriticiam and 
co n trovers y * 

The step is certain to sparit 
resistance in Poland, the main 
site of the Holocaust Bitter- 
ness over the war is still em- 
bedded in the national psyche. 

Mr KwasniewsI^ while say- 
ing that all wartime loot 
should be returned to its origi- 
nal owners, also insisted that 
Germany should take the first 
step towards resolving the 
long^estering row. He said 
Bonn should ensure that Pbl- 
isb art works were returned to 


Warsaw, and that the two 
countries should mark the 
milleniTium by settling the 
row 

The 20.000 musical manu- 
scripts also include works b>' 
Robert Schumann, while the 
literary works extend to some 
212.000 manuscripts, includ- 
ing many from medieval 
times. 

The Berlin-based Prussian 
Cultural Property Foun- 
dation. the state body respon- 
sible fbr Germany's galleries 
and museums, bsis long 


demanded Miff roUert ion's 
return.lt »aid no price could 
be put on the collection cul- 
turally or scientifically. 

“In scale and importance, 
it is a unique treasure uT 
artistic depasits which are 
part of Germany's cultural 
inheritance and part of Ger- 
many's cultural identity. “ 

A German government 
spokeswoman said: “The gov- 
ernment hopes that an agreed, 
pragmatic and exemplary set- 
tlement can be fouj^ which 
respects the property rights." 



Welsh money reanimates Russian film makers 


Actor Balph Fiennes wlfii the Jesos puppet he provides 
the voice fbr in a feature based on the New Testament 


Jamas Meek bn Moscow 


N UNUKS-T comU- 
natioD of Shaikespeare 
financial backing 
firom Cardiff have heen the 
salvation ^ Rnasla'S once- 
prood state-ftmded antana- 
tbm enqidre. The Welsh tele- 
vision channel S4C is 
hekdng Cbrtstinas FSlms 
survive through the finan- 
dal trauina caused by the 
collapse of the rouble. 

Yellsaveta Babakfahia. who 
has a wealth of awiods, 

indndtnga stiingof Enunys, 
shows a toudt of amnaed 
Great Russian ckauvinlsm 
when she speaks of S4C 
''Hardly anyone speeks 
Welsh, nobody imdentands 
fimn, but fiiey get sudi st^- 
port from the g o veumi ent I 
tfafnktrb great” 

Ms Babekhlna, then head 
of the collapsing Soviet ani- 
soatfioo ^ant Soyuzninlt- 
WTm, had just set tqi Christ- 
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mas Films — on December 
25 1989 — ^en she was 
asked by S4<rs Chris C^nce 
to make a seztes of short an- 
imated films based on 
Shakespeare's plays. 

BAr Grace said: “We could- 
n't have afibrded to do It in 
Britain, and we wanted to do 
it with people who were un- 
contaminated by Disney" 

Hie 12 Shakespeare films 
have been a gr^ success: 
shown in 80 countries in 56 
l a ngnagB S. 

The DSSR built op and 
snb^dlsed a huge anima- 
tion industry; pai^y to pro- 
vide entertainment and 
partly to challenge the 
dominance of Disney It 
produced ezquislte fairy- 
tales and mulh genuinely 
popular eniertalmnent, but 
Ms BabakhiiM says Soviet 
animators started to lose 
their way spending years 

T\n 

*Th^ looked beautifuL 


News in brief 


yes, but onder ftall-blowD 
jierestroilca. without sub^ 
dies, they were nnzealistic.” 

The Shakespeare .series, 
large parte of a version of 
the Canterbury Thles to be 
shown on BBC2 dnxtog the 
festive season, and a clntch 
of other filmswere shot 
using stop-motion puppetry 
in Moscow, while pre- and 
post-production were car^ 
ried out in Britain. 


A similar approach was 
used fbr S4C-Cliri5tmas 
Films’ first featnre-length 
animation. In My Father's 
House, a New Testament 
story using the voices of 
Miranda Richardson, JoUe 
Christie and, as Jesus, 
Ralph Ftennes. 

wasn’t sure about 
it.” said Ms Babaklilna. 
“But wben we introduced 
him to tbe puppet Jesus and 


showed him a few trial se- 
quences be said >-es.” 

Grace, who pays for tbe 
Moscow end of projects in 
now devalued roubles, ad- 
mitted that cost was a fac- 
tor in nsing the Russians. 

A tj-pical half-boor ani- 
mation, which adds up to 
about 16 mouths’ work, for 
Christmas Films, costs 
about £250,000: a third of 
the cost in Britain. 


Yeltsin 
leaves 
clinic 
to sack 
adviser 

Tom Whttehouea In Moa c cw 

P RESIDENT Boris Yeltsin 
began dpsperale prep.-tr- 
aliunsrnra hni>.sle-rrcT* re- 
tiremont jvstiTcln.v His mast 
loyal aUK ihe KriMnlin chiri' rf 
stiff. Valent m ^‘umash<*\', vRis 
s.icked to curr>' fm-uur with 
the president 1,11 randitkile be 
nppiirenily thinks n»ist .tble to 
protect him (nun (mure touul 
inqiiirir.s: Yuri Luzhkov, the 
mayor of Moseoni 

Pupping out iTf hospltiil for 
three hours, Mr Yeltsin went 
to (he Kremlin to sack Mr Yd- 
mnshe\; bi*ron.< returninR to 
continue his convalesceniv 
from pneumonia. 

Ri'Kardeii us “the son 
Yeltsin never had". Mr Yuma- 
shi'V', :i tO-year-oid furmer 
tabloid joiirnnlist. has stnud 
b)' ihi> president since his 
wilderness jvars in the bie 
lityus. Afier helping him tn 
write his nu'inoirs, he becaine 
a virtual mcniLier of the first 
family. 

He and Mr WlLsln’.s daurh- 
lor, TTtbna, h.ive been the 
prcsidt'nt's cinsesi advLscrs 
:ind main cnmluits with the 
uutsidi* world durUtt: his long 
and frequent liouis of illness. 

But .since makinp a show of 
support for Mr Luzhkm 's rl- 
vah — the former prime min- 
ister Viktor I'hernumynlin 
and the influentinl tsToon 
Boris Berezovsky ~ during 
the August political crisis, Mr 
Yiunashw's {KilitiraJ fortunes 
have been in rapid decline. 
Both Mr ChernDm>Tdin and 
Mr Berezovsky wciv badly 
damaged b^‘ the economic and 
poliliud fallout from the rou- 
ble's collapse. Mr Luzhkov 
suffered less, and Is now in a 
much stronger posh ion to suc- 
ceed Mr Yeltsin. 

Mr ^'Umashev' has been re- 
placed by the secretary* of the 
presidential Serurlt>’ Giuncil. 
Nikolai Boniyuzha. Three of 
bis deputies were also sacked. 

Speaking in Bonn j-ester- 
day. Mr Luzhkov welroracd 
the changes In the Kremlin 
administration, saving they 
‘^vDUld weaken the position of 
individual oligarchs”. 

With his political career in 
tatters, Mr Yeltsin needs to 
make a deal with a successor. 
Two other presidential candi- 
dates, tbe governor of Krasno- 
yarsk, Alexander Lebed, and 
tbe Communist Jeadei; Gen- 
nady Zyuganov, are more like- 
ly than Mr Luzhkov to launch 
vengeful investigations into 
Mr Yeltsin’s murio’ business 
aflhirs. 


Centrists win 
in Nigeria 

NIGERIA'S centrist Peoples 
Democratic I^rty (PDP) won a 
huge lead over Us rivals in 
locail elections at the weekend 
and emerged as the dtmiinaiit 
force in the militazy's plan to 
restore civilian rute. 

The CmnnKtnwealth, which 
suspended Nigertein IdSSfor 
abu^g human rights and 
to restore democracy 
said it was satisfied with the 
cwduct of the vote. 

The first tbree parties qaal- 
automatically Rn' parlia- 
mentary and presidential 
ballots to be bifid before the- 
military nder GenaraT Abdnl- 
salami Abubakar steps down 
neztMay -Reuters, Abuja. 

Black Sea 
fleet cut off 

A DERAINIAN telephoae 
company has diut lines to 

Russia's Black Sea fleet in the 
Crimean port of Sevastopol 
because the fleet hasn't 
its bills, Qeet officials said 
yesterday 

According to tlm state- 
owned tlkrtelecom company 
the fleet owed more tiian 
£88,000 - Reutins. Seuortopol. 

fOdie in fire 
at home 

AN EARLY morning Ora 
ripped through a Paris retire- 
ment htmie yesterday just a 
after it foiled a safety inspec- 
tion. Officials said that lOpeo- 
pie were kUted and 25 injuzed, 
about a dtnen seriously 

The head of tbe rescue ser- 
vice in the suburb cf Lzviy- 
Gragan. Jean-Luc Oiivot, said 
focili ties that would have 
Itelped rescue wofters in a 
disaster had been found want- 
ing in tbe in^^ection. -A/? 
Paris. 



' One has acarchod long and hard 
ioc a mass iv ely arom a ti c case fbr 
Christmas. Ws cannot make out a 
case for the existenee of Santa 
daixs but we can make out a case 
for any sane human being to 
believe in these bottles. 

Qet festhrei Get gfcig^ngi ' 

MALCOLM GLUCK 



OHtMER HOTLINE: 0870 73 73 710 


MALCOLM'S CHRISTMAS WINES; 

CHinCAU DE LANCYffi HAIITB9 TERISS 1997 17.5 POItfTS 
Big, expensive and mpresaive - lovehr. a great food wine. It's got 
cofTee and csssb wWi s touch of tebecco. 

SEKlNEUmE DE PEYMT VIOGMER 1907 16 POINTS 

Apdeot witn a hint o4 rtut - not quite Condrteu but not bad. A quirky 

grape - rathe hsher than most 

DOMAME DE PICHatAL NBtLOT 1997 16 POINTS 

It smeils oi fresh aliotment sol but the tongue over some nice fat 

fruft, meety and eemafe. hertty and tobacco edges. 

MILLTON VINEYARD 6AUVi6li|QN BLANC 1996 
(NEW ZEALANE^ 15 POINTS 

Whiist the MSKon's Sauvignon Isn't steely and bassw it is lidiiy 
thought-provolctng with an kwffiabto purity ol frulL 

DOMAINE OES T URRBS BLANCHES CUVEE AUREUA 1990 
15^POINrS 

Great maturtty and originality here - rich and ripe yet tficisively deep 
and dqr. 

CHATEAU LA CORNELLS PRON8AC 1996 17 POINTS 
A highly characterful concentrated daiet of Impressive tannins and 
very deepfrulL 


OJVEE STWCHEL CABERNET MERL0T19B6 16 POINTS 
Begins an seh and gentle then explodes in rich cascades ol fruit, 
s!uRn!ngl->' npc yn intensely dry and lingenng. 

L’ENCLOS DOMEOUB CABERNET SAUVKMiON BARMOUE 
n996 T6 POINTS 

Stiveet yet dq*. soft 1*31 charactertui, positive yet relaxed. An 
approachaoie yet senous Cabernet. 

DOMAINS DE BEL AIR MERLOT 1996 16 POfNTS 

RiCh. raunchy, thy and lobacco-edged. M«iot in Ks late-night stylo'. 

sivirging. louche and signily grouctiy. 

COTES DU ROUSSILLON TEHHES ROUGES 1995 16.5 POINTS 
Aslonishi,ngV well developed textures of soil tannins, rpe earthy fruH of 
hedgaovr compieMty and an overal Classy feel 
NORTE CHICO CABERNET SAUVIGNON MERLOT 1997 fCMLE) 
ia.5 POINTS 

Quite big and chunky with good tannins and a sweet juicy linish. 
fWMA SGUWSO MK> JESUS PUB1E6 1996 tSMAQ 18 PQSnS 
Love^' elegance, iresnness and youth. Vivacious yet eentroiiod. 


TO ORDER 

Ortiera must b9 reeaved by 15 BeenibT fBBS for pre-Chrs&nas deinreiy 

By Posb Bend dieques (made payable to Ttw Guardan Wim Shev) to The Guardian Wfine Shop, Ifineeremes, 

281 Upper Tbwn Oh mil, Leads tS13 SniT, 

By Tciep hon e; OBTO 73 73 710. By 0113 267 6806 (Mte accept Visa/M as terc ar d/Siwitch/Deita/Amex eard^ 

MFwch<i*weuntaM«n^VVMa«4y«anaidbblew9pacUnqMA.Piie«kKliKlexG5iK«i4iinddctiwry A lohrt » retteemwe wB bo castomw 
leMKwakUbwdeNdwboaiAVVbKamajUectiBavNabto'VWiMavBitwi^BsiiisBBWiwwWoqudortiiGwwtuekippRHodbyMnloebil whoaaocia 
ore unewbEilB. Gras card payments wB bepm case edtyfcfrdpatyonbahGfafTheGuaitBanWfcieShQp. 
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D ISTDSBINC news 

readies us ofRlchard 
Dawkins, the bashful 
Oxford Fidlie^r for the 
Public Understanding of 
Science famed for insistixig 
that cold science leaves no 
room In the rational mind 
forrdigioasorotherpara* 
normalbelie&.SoXamin- 
tilgned to learn of a poster In 
Blackwell’s bookslK^ in 
Bristol fbatnring the names 
of 15 authors who took part 
in itsliterair&stivaL Of 
these. 14 (Sebastian Faulks 
and David Attenborou^ 
amoogtbem) have signed 
nma to their names, but one 
has not. A visitor i^io asked 
after this absence was told 
the Professor refiised to sign 
because the name ofUri 
GeBer — who went to Black- 
well's to plug Jonathan Mar- 
golis’s fagfinartrig biography 
Magician Or Mystic? (Orion. 
£18.99) — was on the poster. 
The manag er landed appre- 
ciatively. 'Tm not joking.” 
Said Dawkins sharply. 
will not si^ on Ore same 
piece of paper.” Such si9ei> 
stitionsness is endearing, 
but it most be a grievons bQi> 
dm fbr a scientist to carry, ft* 
he cares to write in (osli^ 
his Ind^ rabbit foot’s pen. of 
course), we will scqgkly Pro- 
fessor Dairtdns with the 
names of hypnotherapists 
who may be able to help. 


I NTERNECINE strife 
breaks out at the ADrror 
after Victor Lewis-Smltli 
revealed how fellow colum- 
nist James Whitaker — the 
royal reporter Princess Di- 
ana knew as **016 fet, slimy 
Spanish onion” — drinks 
urine in preference to vin- 
tage champ^ne, even hold- 
ing a iiass in his own ^line 
picture. Replying in his own 

mlmmi , .Ti>Tni»c hg«t mnph f n 

say on the subject, much of it 
appareirtly ^gressive, but 
none of it, vaguely com- 
prduaoslbie. Normally one 
would advise him to take 
more water with it. but in 
tbis case thrne seems little 
pcnnt. 


I N Cheshire, a certain 
Sergeant Wrlg^ey stakes 
bis claim to December’s 
PC Brains. After beti^ sent 
to a house in Runcorn to 
investigate complaints 
about a nasty smell, the 
Sarge found no one iiu 
reports Police magazine, 
and forced entry. QplckJ^ 
identifying the source as 
the d(^ tyb^ stationary on 
the livii^ room Qoor. and 
recognising a clear case of 
neglect, he called the 
RSPCA. and waited for two 
hours until an inspector ar^ 
rived. The latter's examina- 
tion was brief, ending after 
several seconds when he 
located a metal sip, running 
the length of the dog’s abdo- 
men, which had been in- 
serted years earlier when 
the pet had been staffed. 


C ONFUSIONfoils at- 
tempts by the Chan- 
cellor to counter the 
latest act of left-wing hero- 
ism by my old fiiend Mandy 
Mandelson. Over the wedc- 
end, sources very close to 
Gordon were briefing to the 
efibct that Mandy had 
“bottled out” of foe decision 
to privatise the Post Office. 
Yesterday, however, these 
same sources told an offi- 
cial of foe Cmnmunication 
Woricers Union that he 
“should remember who 
saved foe Post Office for 
yon. I t was Gordon.” The 
CWU official Is not im- 
pressed. and nor are we. 
Poor show. 


I T is always a pleasure 
when someone recovers 
from a disappointment 
in one career to build a new 
one. Ito foe House of Lords* 
list of its principal officers 
and ofifictels, sandwiched 
between banquetii^ man- 
Miss L M McWilUam, 
MBE, and Gentieman Usber 
of the Bla<& Rod General 
Sir Edward Jones, KCB, 
CBE, is a more succinct and 
eye-catching entry. “Chef,” 
it rea^ ”M Thatcher”. 
Great to see foe old girl 
keeping bnsy. Let’s hope 
there’s someone around to 

keep an eye on her when- 
ever ^e ^Is obliged to nip 
down to the cellar. 


M eanwhile, on the 
Thai island of Phu- 
ket another chef Is 
in trouble. Kim Lee Chong 

was arrested after being 
/»ftTight semi-naked while at- 
tempting to have sex with a 
five ton el^hant In his de- 
fence, Mr Chong explained 
that he believed the animal 
to be the reincamation of 
his wife Wey, who died in 
1970. *T recognised her im- 
mediately,” he told the 
court, ”by the naughty glint 
in her eye.” The court was 
iiTiffnn vlnced. and Mr 
Chong received 15 years. 



They imagine Britain to be a less 
I intrusive society than their own 


Celebrities 


move in 







<ev' 


Sorry, but I think dying people are 
more important than dumb animals 


Poly 

Toynbee 




B arry Home lies dying 
In hospital after 62 da;^ 
on hunger strike, de- 
mand ing a ro^ commission 
on animal experimentation. 
The Animal Rights Militia 
says that if he dies theyll kiU 
10 scientists who use animals 
in their research. Home says 
be is dying ‘Tor every animal 
in every torture lab”. 

Andrew Blake is unim- 
pressed, not to say disgusted: 
“The man Is 47. he's a convict 
with an 18-year sentence, 
whafs he got to lose? He 
reckons he’ll ^ out in a blaze 
of glory. Let him. Who’s ^ing 
to shed any tears for him?” 
Andrew Blake is 35 and is 
also a condemned man. He is 
crippled by Friedreich’s 
ataria. a prc^ressive wasting 
disease, and has no idea how 
long he may live: ’Tvebeento 
plenty of funerals of people 
younger than me.” He works 
hard at countering the animal 
r^ts movement, sending out 
newsletters via his voice-acti- 
vated computer representing 
the Seriously IH for Medical 
Research movement, which 
now has 500 members with 
fetal illn^fwf “Horae can 
choose to die. That’s his busi- 
ness. We can’t choose.” Blake 
says. Research on his disease 
is carried out on mice at the 
London teaching hoqiital he 
attends as a patient The main 
hope of a cure for this and 
dozens of other deadly dis- 
eases rests on genetic mouse 
research. There is no other 
way. Blake has also had death 
threats feom animal cam- 
paignme, reading: “You are a 
target, you have been 
warned.” 

Baixy Home says he is 
dy^ to save all laboratory 
animals. It’s a curiously selec- 
tive cause. Why choose to save 
them first before, say. all ani- 
mals bred to be eaten for our 
mere gastronomic delecta- 
tion? Maybe because only 7 


per emit c£ the population is 
vegedarian, so an out-andout 
v^etarian war wouldn’t catdi 
the public ImaginatimL It’s 
easier to inflame hatred 
against an image of cruel sci- 
entific torturers conductlDg 
sadistic and pointless experi- 
ments, with a few lurid photos 
to help. Profoundly mislead- 
ing propaganda claiming that 
animal experiments are un- 
neccessary — it can all be 
done by growing thii^ In 
Petri dishes — suggests ani- 
mals are wantonly carved up 

fbrftuL 

In feet animal experimenta- 
tion is the most expensive 
method, only used whm noth- 
ms, else wOl do: only 5 per 
cent of medical research uses 
animals The 1986 Animals 
(Scientific Procedures) Act 
has had 20 difibrent codes c£ 
practice and guidelines at- 
tached to it Enforcii^ the 
regulations has cost universi- 
ties and research establish- 
ments nearly £1 bOlion which 
could have been spent on the 
research itself The bureau- 
cracy is monumental: it takes 
months to get a permit and 
I then the Home Ofiice requires 
i a monthly report AH projects 
need three sep^te licences, 
with trained licenced keep- 
ers, a vet on- call and every 
scientist dicing compulsory 

tr ainin g an«l an pvam 

It seems perverse of these 
animal ri^ts activists to pick 
first on science, the most mor- 
ally justifiable reason for the 
destruction of animals After 
an, if Horne and the ARM 
mre really worried about the 
fate of rats and mice, the 
numbers coming to a nasty 
end in laboratories is nothing 
like the massacre going on 
every day in the sewers 
where, thanMidly, some eight 
million of the innocent crea- 
tures are slaughtered annu- 
ally. Where are the animal 
ri^ts protesters fire-bombing 


vermin control operatives? 
How much public sympathy 
would there be for a cam- 
paign to let rats run wQd? 

But it is not the number of 
animals killed that matters to 
' them, nor even the nature <£ 
their death — warferin Is a 
nasty way to die. while ani- 
mals in experiments are an- 
aesthetised. Nol what matters 
is the ideok^ btiilnd the ani- 
mals’ death. To kill animals 
in laboratories in pursuit of 
saving humans is to rnaicg a 
deliberate calculation that el- 
evates humans above ani- 
mals. It is tbe apotheosis of 
what they can “specieslsm”. 
If a mouse can't die to save a 
child with cystic fibrosis, 
they’ve won their argument 
That’s the cause Horae is 
dying for. 

As a letter-writer pointed 


lfamousecan*t 
die to save a child, 
they’ve won 
their argument 


out in theses pages yesterday, 
there is a wide spectrum of 
animal activlsts. There are 
mad people with bombs ifoo 
want to cun the human popu- 
lation by billions in order to 
let animals everywhere roam 
the world free. There are sen- 
sible animal campaigners 
who simply want animals to* 
be treated more kindly, 
farmed less cruelly and, 
where used in experiments, 
scrupulously cared for. The 
seco^ group tend not to use 
the lanpiaga of “rights*’ bUt 
of wel&ce: humans do have 
dominion over the birds and 
the beasts, but with tiiat do- 
minion comes responsibnity 
to treat them well. The talk of 
“rights” is barmy because an- 


imals could never have the 
coooomitant Fesponsibilitles, 
(thoi^ in tbe Middle Ages 
animals were sometimes put 
cm trial). 

The extremists tend to 
mak e the r unning ; violence IS 
always news, alas. So if Horne 
dies, he wOl merit attention 
never ^ven to the ottier SO 
prisoners who km theiasrives 
in jail every year. Martyrdom, 
stirs deep chords. Consider 
those rows of saints in renais- 
sance paintings, each clasp- 
ing a mar^T’s {Kilm and their 
own individual instrumrat of 
torture — flaying knife, grm, 
hatchet, Catherine wheel, 
stigmata, whatever. They 
stare out of the canvas, chal- 
lenging-true believers — 
woidd jwu die for tbe cause? 

In this causeless era, maybe 
some wm look longingly at 
, someone like Home who has 
found something to bdieve in 
so passionately. Most of us 
have no religion, no scmial- 
ism. none of the ologies and 
isms that have filled man- 
kind’s Imaginaticm since the 
thinning of time, (fen we 
live without it? Yes, of course 
we can, at last firee for ttie 
first time fimm primitive con- 
victions about human perfec- 
tabnity on eartii or in heaven. 
The utter dottiness of animal 
righta aiilrwriiiam is a final ah- 

surdist lam to remind us foat 
these great, violent passioas 
are dangerous and crazy. The 
murderous causes oi the SOth 
coituiy are here repeated as 
force. Animal rights ideas are 
millennial decadence — a lit- 
tle Jin da siiele joke that mi- 
mics this terrible century,. i 
like an organ grinder’s mon- 
key earing after his master. 
But maybe we should just i 
stick with Andrew Blake's ^ 
acid comment that an 19-year | 
prison sentence makes mar^ 
tyrdom for Horne a rather I 
more aiticiag option than for i 
mostotus. I 


I N THE video for bar recent 
foigle Substitute Fbr Love. 
Madonna is seen trying to 
flee die Intention of a swarming 
mass of paparasL She ducks 
into a li^usine as flash bulbs 
exjdode in her fece. Ihe car 
9eeds into tbe ni^t with 
tbe pack givingdiase. In its 
interior, the star kxdcs harried 
andis^ted. 

With its theme (frdentless 
pursuit and disrupted privacy, 
many have taten tlUs video as 
a comparison by Madonna be- 
tween ^Ufe md that of the 
only woman on earth 

who, while aUve, eclipsed her 
in feme — Diana. As the subj^ 
of unceasing press attentkm in 
hecown right, the singer 
reAites such sufflestions and 
indeed, ineqiectlve of Qie ao 
tu^ subject ofttte video, the 
predicament it describes is. or 
was, salioit to both: how do you 
find privacy when your fece is 
the public property of mUUons? 

liiis, arguably, is why A^^ 
kan stius like 'Ibm Cruise and 
Nicole Kidmaiu Leonardo Dl- 
Cai^ Michael Jarimon and 
Madonnaherstifhave either 
moved to, or are in the act of 
hujrin ghfHTt es in Britain. Here 
perha^ they imagine is a less 
Intrusive society than Qieir 
own. with less of the pitiless 
fescination with celehrity char^ 
acteristic <^modera America. 
Eur^ has always exerted a 
fescination on America’s artis- 
tic community. In tbe past, the 
likes (rfEliot, Hfemingway. 
James and Baldwin crossed the 
Atlantic in search of a level of 
cultural tcderance and creative 
fieedom that duded them at 
home. Now movie stars and 
singers lafoer than writos are 
coming here, and for reasons 
other than artistic opoiness. It 
is no accid^ that where a 
fteefoinking Faris was once 
I visiting America’s chosen des- 
' tinatlon,today[s celebrities 
now make striu^ for London. 

Earlier this year Cruise and 
Kidman, who already own a 
bouse near Richmond Pai^ 
paidtaBf>,nnnfrirap eiiflifMise in 
l9Qi century Stanmore Hall, on 
thefiinges (rf'the capitaL This is 
the same mansion within 
whidiDiCaprio already owns a 
£900,000 flat Madonna is cur^ 
rentiy seating a Lmdm pn^ 
Kty in prefei^ice to raising 
herdaughto^Lourdesinthe , 
volatile atmosphere tf Ameri- 
ca’s major cities. j 

Barfe home. Madonna Is 
mocked as a shamdess An^ 
phile vtiiose accent has some- 
how strayed fixon its origins in 

urban Hiflnhig anM ft feffminnp 
oftbedlppedtoneste'Eng- 
land^s UKier dasses. For the 
perpetual aspirant who has 
fought her way flxan blue collar 


ttlglns to global feme \’ia a 
series dfacutdy considered 
ima^ changes, what a goal it 
mi^tbetotradefemefurtradl- 
tkm, and fortune for the kind of 
da^ mooey can’t bu>^ She has 
made inquiries about a place at 
Cbettenham ladies CoUege for 

Lourdes. Equally. Micfeael 
Jackson is report^* contem- 
plating putting his Si-month- 
old son Prince down for Stowe. 

As much as class though. 
America’s stars may well be 
CGOdng here in search of credi- 
bility; However l^perboUc the 
concept erf^Cooi Britannia has 
become, tills counuy is aiqoy- 
ing a unique period of creaUv* 
Ity.Anduniiketbelrpredcus- 
sors in the Sixties who made 
reputations here then sought 
richte in America, many of 
today’s stars, like Ewan McGre- 
gor. Oamien Hirst and Noel 
Gcdla^r, have stayed here. 
The effect has been to draw 
fbreign celebrities to Britain. 

When Cruise and Kidman 
siened on to ftltidi-bnsed Stan- 
ly Kubrick's Wide Shut 
they could not have predicted 
the notortousty perfectionist 
director would invoh-e them in 
a two-year shoot. But the ef- 
fects of their extended stay here 
arevlsiUe.Itisastliough they 
have cast off some of the exces- 
eivecautkm that characterises 
nio8tHdnywQodstars.Kld- 
man'5 perfbnnance in the West 
play The Blue Room sur- 
prised and (hdfehted audiences 
vtith its darixqp StiU tied to foe 
Kufciricfc project. Cruise has 
dkme little injaibUc save rdlne 
his im^ Apparently eager to 
shuck offepithets habitually 


Madonna is 
mocked asa 
shameless 
Anglophile 


applied to him like “boyish” 
and "whedesorae” be now ap- 
pears in public wearing fesh- 
km labels like Prada and Jil 
Sander that currently mark the 
epitome of European sartcffial 
sophistication. 

For the recording of her cur^ 
tent album. Ray Of Light, Ma- 
donna hired British dance 
music producer William Orbit 
It is her most ocanmerclally 
successful coneetion oTsongs in 
some years, and with Orbit’s 
help, Ray Of Light is also an 
eminent hip record that ref- 
oences ambient and techno 
music to suggest that even at 
40, Madonna remains at the cut- 
til^ edge. Certainly fUs was 
the verdict at the recent MTV 
'\fideo Awards, vrtiere the 
albmn won several prizes. For 
major stars who must seek to 
reaffirmabondwiththeiraudi- 
oice with esuA new film or re- 
cord, such a perception is in- 
valuaUe. Credibility isasdf- 
ftdfiUing prophecy, announc- 
ing to fens that a st^ is stiU 

rrigy antand lmpn r tftrit an« ^ftn . 

surlng that tiiey ronain so as a 
consequence. Image is every- 
thing- Rron fhr ATw^rjc a ’S big- 

gest stars, timfs something 
worth traiteUing for. 


Ekow Eshun is editor of Arena 


Here is New Labour’s Third Way in action - taking a great institution intothe age of faxes and e-mail, but still in the public sector 


Post haste 


Peter Mandelson 


P HONES and now faxes 
are faTniiiar to us alL 
Courier services, e-mail 
and the Internet are the 
media of modem communica- 
tions. Already 80 per cent of 
all postal mail starts in an 
electronic format, generated 
on computer screens. Without 
action, the Post Office fe^ 
mifteiTig out OD aU these dei^- 
opments and becoming locked 
into a high volume but low 
mark-up sector of the market 
a commercial ghetto which 
will lead inevitably to poorer 
peiibrmance, poorer value for 
mon^ and poorer service. 

Our new pnqtosals for the 
Post Office will take its exist- 
ing success story forward into 
the fiiture;.a new model of 
public enterprite, which will 
keep the Government and the 
Post Office at arm’s length 
ftom each other, a new tough 
independent regulator who j 
win set prices and protect ' 


customers’ interests, a new 
financial structure Which win 
increase the resources the 
Post Office can access for new 
investment to inpraaea auto- 
mation. boost productivity 
and grow their business, a 
new strategic firamework 
which will allow the Post 
Office to {dan over a five-year 
period, a new pricing regime 
which win lihftraiiea the mar- 
ket and offer discounts to 
business and a new pay sys- 
tem whldi. win aDow good 
performance to be rewarded 
and poor employee relations 
to be Improved. 

This wffl lift the uncer- 
tainty which has clouded the 
Post Office for half a decade, 
as the Cmiservatives dithered 
and disagreed about its 
future. As postal services 
from (jennany, Holland, Den- 
mark, Sweden and others in- 
crease their operations in 
Britain, it will provide the 
right framework for the Post 
Office to cmzip^. 

But at the same time we 


wni maintain the core public 
service obligations of univer- 
sal service, uniform public 
tariff and a national postal 
network which are the back- 
bone of the postal service in 
Britain and a central reason 
why it is held in such high 
re^ird by people across the 
country. 

The Tories wanted to priva- 


I do not rule out 
the option of . 
share sales in 
the longer term 


tise the Post Office, regardless 
of . the operational conse- 
quences — but even that de- 
sire was thwarted by their 
own divisions and ineptitude, 
and by dear national fo aling 
against it 

At the same time, some on 
the left try to insist that noth- 


ing about the Post Office must 
be changed, and that old-style 
nationalised industries, but- 
tressed against the mazket 
are the only structure it is 
either possible or pditieally 
correct to approve. 

New Labour rejects that 
What we have estaUished for 
the Post Office is tise Third 
Way in action; seitiier new 
right privatisad^ nor old- 
style Morrisonian national- 
isation. The key issue for the 
Post Office is not ownei^P. 
but operation; not privatisa- 
tion, tot perfmnance. 

That’s charges that we 
have given in to tbe postal 
unions or are just ^ving tiie ' 
Post Office what it wants, feU 
so wide of the mark. Uke 
business and unions every- 
where with this Government, 
the postal business and the 
postal unions are being and 
wQl be treated with feimess, 
not favours. 

Privatisation was not on 
the agrada for this review. 
We certainly did considv the 


option of a share sal e, but the 
priority was to give the Post 
Office greater commercial 
freedom urgently, so It can 
compete succesSEUUy in an 
environment which is chang- 
ing rapidly. To have an- 


nounced that we would seU 
off part of the Post Office in 
three years’ time — the mini- 
muffl period to allow for the 
legislation necessary ■— 
would have done the Post 
Office no good at all in meet- 



ing tbe toafienges it is feeing 
now. every minute of every 
day, in a tough, demanding 
marketplace. But let me be 
{daln: I do not rule out the 
option of share mips in tbe 
longer term, if that is the best 
way forward for the Post 
Oflto and for the oiuntty. 

Ito real challenge now is 
for the Post Office — its man- 
agement and its empli^ees — 
to make vriiat they now Imve 
work. From top to bottom, the 
Post Office wanted a decision 
about Its future. They locfeed 
to government to provide one. 
But they looked to the Tories 
in vain. Now they have It: a 
template for the 2ist centuiy, 
whl^ in its balance of mea- 
sures will rightly retain the 
Post Office in tiie public sec- 
tor, but' give it the greats 
commercial freedom Its 
changing circumstances caff 
for. New Labour in govern- 
ment has deared the way. 




Peter Mairtdelaon Is SeerMary 
of State for Trade and Industry 
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‘Advertising may not 
create Christmas but it 
sure takes advantage of if 

Hilary Fraser, Letters 


Freedom for 
thePO ... 

Until you read the details 

YESTERDAY'S statement on the Post OP Fi re 
will give it many of the ftnin'mprHai free- 
doms it craves, without solving &e historic 
tension between the Tlieasmy and pidflic 
enterprises over long-t^m finanring Peter 
Manddson, Secretary for Industry, tcdd a 
thinly attended Commons yesterday that fre 
was creating a new form of public enters 
prise, neither old-style natjonfliigatinn nor 
privatisation, but a new Third Way modeL 
In many ways he has succeeded. The FO 
will get new commercial fr^oms to etQiand 
at home and abroad to meet the fthaUang a of 
globalisation which has already led the 
Dutch post ofOce to buy TNT, the parods 
distributor, and the German equivalent to 
buy 25 per cent of DHL. The PO win also 
receive about £135 miTiinn more in annual 
ca^ flow as a result of tiie Treasury haing ' 
forced to stop, its annual mu ggin g of the j 
organisatiim. In foture the ludicrously hi^ , 
dividend it has been extracting will be 
reduced from finom 80 per cent of net profit 
to a more normal 40 per cent 
In exchange, however, the PO will be 
sutoected to a fierce regulatory regime cf 
the Tdnri that lias shaken up privatised 
Utilities (good) and its monop^ on letter 
delivery is likely to be reduc^ ftom letters 
costi^ below £1 to onty 50p. This win 
certainly op^ the PO to more competition 
from the private sector, quite posaibly le- 
thally so. This is because lots of letters, 
particularly business ones, alte^ cost 30p. 
This could lead to ‘‘cherry picking” 


network, whereby firms ofibr to deliver aU a 
company’s letims more quickly in concen- 
trated areas frur saa average of 50p. T^ 
would undermine Rowland Hifi’s pumeering 
network under whidi aU- mafi Of 
national is d^tv^red for the aame price. 

The Government has rejected partial pri- 
vatisation <at least for the moment) but win 
^ve the PO more fiieedom to bonow. The 
catch — a huge one — is that its loans wfil 
still count as part of government b or r owin g 
in the national accounts. This means that 
investment win be geared to the audit 
rating of the Treasury rather than the risks 
Invclved. The (pationsCIjised) TVanvaYi post 
office borrows against its ass^ and its 
loans are not guaranteed tty the state. Even 
if the (British) PO is able to borrow large 
sums private sources, there wont be 
much point because government botrowing 
' will be cheEq)^ and — critically — it wfil 
stin count against the borrowing require- 
I ment whatever the source. S' fiie PO wants 
to spend largm^ sums ~ say £100 miUion to 
£200 million — it win have to get Treasury 
clearance first If it wants to make a. £2 
billion takeover, the Treasury bean 
counters win have apoplexy. AGnisters 
promise that approval will be a fost unbur- 
eauaratic process. Maybe it vrilL But any 
investment win increase gove rnm ent bor- 
rowing and what evidence is there that the 
Treasury with its record of hittii^ public 
investment on file head under successive 
governments has rhnngpA jts spots? It would 
need not just a culture change but a heart 
transplant The PO’s fireedom to fix its own 
pay levels is also constrained ^ its respon- 
sibility to follow public guidelines. 

The (jovemment is to be finwimendAd on 
its decision to retain the PO as a public 
enterprise. It has proved itself to be one of 
the most efficient and profitable organisa- 
tions of its kind In the world. Most people 


are iuvpy with its performance and don’t 
want it to be privatis^ It now has 
chance to ^ow that privatisation isn’t tbe 
only way to nm an organisatioa But tbe 
Government should look very seriou^ at 
file dxawbaete before the white paper is 
published in tbe new year. At the moment it 
looks as thou^ ministers have unleashed a 
tiger attached to a thick elastic band. V it 
runs too fast it will find itself badr where it 
started before you can say Peter Mandelson. 


Bill’s nausea 

Clinton’s in trouble again 

FOliLOWIMG fiu rallercoaster ride that is 
the career of wniiam Jefferson dinton is 
not for the faint-hearted: you're liable to 
sufihr frxMn extreme nausea, as you track 
file sudden ups and dramatic downs that 
tend to come wifiiin days of each other. This 
week Americans are oiduring another bout 
of queasiness. Just weeks after they saw fiie 
president wri^e off tbe book of possible 
impeachment have watched him dam- 
ber back on fo it Despite the vote of 
confidence Americans cast at the mid-term 
ballot box last monfii — a result whidi was 
meant to drag kfr Clintoi out of the woods 
— be is in trouble again, facing a vote by fiie 
House judiciary committee wMch week 

could move artides of impeachment against , 
the White House Hsr fi^ first time since 
Watergate. His law^rs have just 30 hours 
today and tomorrow fo pr^ent fiieir de- 
fance, and the cuirent wi^om says opinion 
on the RepubUcan-domlnatsd committee is 
hardening a gafncf- the presidenL 
HOw did this happen? First fault must lie 
with Bill Clinton himsell He antagonised 
Republicans with the legalistic, hiam &dndg. 
Ing tone of the written answers he delivered 


to file 81 questions he was set b>' the 
Judiciary committee. The moderate Republi- 
can congressman CHiristopha: Sha>s, who 
has consistently argued against impeadi- 
ment said on Sunday that Mr Clinton had 
simply “stiifad” the house with his “outra- 
geous” answers. ‘T mean, he still doesn't get 
it,” he said. “He stiD doesn't teU the truth." 
Not for the first time the president was 
guilty of arrogance, prematurely believi^ 
his troubles were over. This is a perenni^ 
Clinton fault he alwaji^ mistakes 

when he is winning, falling prey to compla- 
cency. Of course he should have kept up the 
contnto tone fiiat hdped bring about No- 
vember’s result waiting until the impeach- 
ment threat was drad and buried. Instead he 
got cocky. 

But more blame rests with the Republi- 
cans. Now that the election is out of the 
way. fii^ are thinking less oi the US 
national intoest than of their core party 
base, the ri^-wing faithful who would 
never foi^ve a house failure to impeach 
sudi a sinfifi president In pandering to 
their hardliners. Republicans are losing 
si^t of what is surely the most reasonable 
course of action: to aco^t that the president 
did wrong and should formally be rebuked 
for it — but that the offences he committed 
fall short of impeachment That It^c in- 
formed voters last month, and it should 
govern their representatives this week. 


A futile death 

If s no way to persuade 

THERE IS a point of no return in self- 
starvation, file peculiar form of suicide 
chosoi by Barry Home, and the animal 
activist may alr^y have croskd it Yet 
deafii would be futile ^ even in terms of his 


o\v7i movement's calculus of animal lives 
and suffering. In rea*nt years public opin- 
ion has mov^. Tlieitf’s less and less toler- 
ance of animal suffering that dots not h:uv 
as its purpose bettering the human cuinli- 
tion. That has been u civilising process, hut 
it could be stopped or even ruversod If 
animal politics started to be .seen ms a 
stamping ground for authoritorians and 
fund^entalists — and b1aekm:iili-rs. Mr 
Horne's action has already prompted 
threats of violence again.st Inbomtories and 
scientists, including — again — Colin Blaki*- 
more, whose offence appears as much to lie 
willingness to argue u case on the Ixisis of 
reason and evidence ns his research itself. 

It's said that if Mr Home wen? lo die. he 
would be Uie first martyr to Labour's fiiiliin? 
to ca^' out manUbsto commitments (a 
principle which would have ravaged 
Labour's left-wing over recent years). Tlte 
psut^* howevo* mode no formal commit- 
ment: ill its notes for csindidnles a royal 
conunis.sion into animal oxpermieniation 
was mentioned in the "longer teim". Such 
an inquir\’ might, it's true, marshal evi- 
dence. but its absence gives .Mr Honu‘ no 
justification — especially when file Home 
Office alread>’ takes adviix* fiinn an inde- 
pendent committee. Besides, L^ibour lias 
given a token of its good intentionK by 
banning the use of animals in ixsi'airh on 
the components of cosmetics. 

Mr Hume is in jail fur a serious uffeniv. If 
the firebombs he planted in Bristol two 
years ago had gone off. himian lives could 
have b^n lost. He is entitled to continue his 
lobbying cnmpmgn from l)ehind bars. But 
the public retains a strong sense of propor- 
tion. To harm human beings for the s.ike of 
allevinting animal suffering ~ as exclu- 
sively interpreted by fringe groups unwill- 
ing to engage in the politics of persuasion — 
is rightly regarded as extreme. 


Letters to the Editor 


Ups and downs 
of advertising 

I AM surprised the dqnity 
I director-general of the Ad- 
vertisii^ Association thinks 
that there has been *130 adver^ 
tislng at all” of yo-yos (Let- 
ters, December 7). My daugh- 
ter (age 9) inftuxDS me that 
adverts have appeared oa TV 
for Pro-Yo n, Turbo B. Fro-7o 
m. Fro-7o m Special E(Ufian 
and X-BraizL Each of these 
simple items costs several 
pounds; atuppenny^ia'penny 
one from the comer sh(9 will 
no longer da Advertistaig may 
not create Christmas, but It 
sure takes advantage it 
Hilary Fraser. 

Reading. 

’THERE was a typing error in 
I theletta(Deoember5)fi:om 
the Soutb^ Tnun Cra^ Steer- 
ing Committee. As printed, it 
stated that there would be an 
examination of emporate crim- 
inal re^ionsibnity for railway 
safety if file company pleaded 
guilty. This should have read 
RO such examinatioa 
Louise Chiisfian. 

Christian Fisher solicitors. 

I DIDNT realise Phil Daoust 
was a real person ontUlmig 
afterwe’dsnottheSteveCoo- 
gan video. The Man Who 
Thinks He’s 11; so rm qalte 
enjoying the kerfUfOe. But 
btess you fw pvfolisbtng Char- 
lotte Raven's noble and brave 
defence of the critic's profes- 
sion (G2. Decembers). Studded 

with many brainy quotes like 
an over-enthusiastic sixth- 
former’s essay, it wasquite the 
most unintmti nnaTly funny 
pl^ rve read in weeks. 

Darid Tyler, 
positive Tdevision. 

\A/H7doesplnkleCtySte(ph- 
V V ante Palmer (Z/etters. De- 
cember ^ who has all the liters 
ary skills to have tetters 
published in the Guardian, 
blame her local primary sdiool 
for not teaching her daitthter 
to read and writei ^ age 10? 
Tony Bay liss. 

Wolverhampton. 

"plAMES to Malcdm Gluck 
I fw his coded message in 
Supeiplonk (December 5>. In 

the last six 'weeks, there have 
been 97 reds reviewed to just 
seven whites. Sui^ dlls Indi- • 
cates Itn be a white Christmas? 
rm off to Ladbrokes (after rve 
finished this bottte (^red). 

Steve HaselL 
GaytomWirraL 


Show of animal passion 

I 


AM a vegan and work in an 
award-winning vegan res- 
taurant Being v^an is not 
about denial as Kevin TooUs 
inqiUes (Xn for the km. Decem- 
ber 5), it is about embracing a 
wfaedie new world of food based 
on long-estahlishBd cultuies 
and tracUtlona from around 
the world. 1 come across veg- 
ans from all walks cflxfe and 1 
have yet tomeet anybody duK 
playing any signs olbdougtag 
toa'Umdanientallstrellgkw”. 
ju^ ordinary, everyday peopite 
who, tbrou^ a concern for the 
enviroment have decided 
to adopt a certain diet 
Not long ago, testing cos- 
metics on animals was 
deemed acceptable: a shift in 
public opinioD changed aU 
this. This is now starting to 
ha^n with animal exp^- 
mentation fix' medical use. Mr 
Toolis’s life was saved by the 
results of experimmiting on 
animals. That was in 1971. In 
1998 we have credible dtema- 
tives such as computer model- 
ling which although in Us izi- . 
fancy, is making strides in 
repla^g animal 
eq>ei1mentation. 

Andres Sotos-Castello. 
Nottinghain. 

L pr mp i- Bmind animal 
rights protesters vrilo ao 
terrorist violence that 
while tbe fanatical Mr Horae 
has been free to end his self- 
inflicted injury, fate currently 
denies the same optimi to al- 
niost a million cancer victinis 


In this country alone. Many 
face a premature death, and 
some are destined to endure 
far greater agonies than his. 

Forty years in cancer 
research convinces me that 
scienoe win ocaiquer cancer, 
perhaps sooner than many 
think. Meanwhile animal sym- 
pafiiteers increase human suf- 
fering; in dtecarding logic, 
they behave towards fiieir own 
species with an iirattenal bar- 
barity of which an untutored 
savage would be artwmed. 

Dr Robert Jones. 

Loadoa 

A ntibiotics which have 

been devdoped at the cost 
of thousands oflaboratocy an- 
imal lives are becoming less 
efCKtiye in treating humaxi 

diseases. The cause is smd to 
be intensive fanning where 
animals are pumped ftill of 
antibiotics to promote 
growth. Thera Is a call for such 
abuse to be banned so fiiat 
antibiotics are limited to the 
treatment of illnesses in farm 
animaia. The response of file 
animal feed industry is that 
such a ban would leal to the 
loss cf thousands of jobs and 
dearer meat for the consumer. 
Have they teamed nothing 
from BSE? 

Peter Allen. 

Worthing. W Sussex. 

meat and dairy indus- 
I tryisresponsMemore 
fiian any other factor for the 
reckless devastation of the 


biosphere a vegetable diet Is 
the ^y way the world’s pres- 
ent population can be sustain- 
ablyfed.Vivisection,mora- 
over, is no longer needed for 
the progress of science and 
medicine. Sensitivity to all 
suffering Is the only secura 
basis for human tights. 

David Fernbach. 

Aubrey Walter. 

SwaCDimn, Noifolk. 

A IKS Palmer MP (Letters, 

I NDecemherT) luves **anoh- 
scura Reson’^ for 

"sufferlngfor limited beoeSr 
bong so widespread in animal 
eqtolments: eqterimeQters 
01^ need to show that suSer- 
ing cannot be avoided without 
invalidating the experiment 
True. But the "free” market 
dictates that it is eommercial 
suicide to share research and 
between companies. Compa- 
nies oompeti^ for the same 
market win conduct the same 
experiments over and over 
again, needlessly multiplying 
the suffering. 

Paul Thatcher. 

University of Portsmouth. 

A NZMAL-ri^ts terrorists 
/Areomtly ftrebombed the 
Edinburg Woollen Mill shop 
in Cambridge. Having de- 
streyed the for indite^, the 
obvious next target is WOOL 
But where wQl It eod? How 
will fiielr de-industrialised 
society produce the pollster 
for fiieir balaclavas? 

Name and address supplied. 


Engineering the way to wealth 


S O we now know that “aU 
references to skill should 
be rejected in tbe context of : 
modem Britain” CTeachers 
get more in social shake-up, 
December 1). Ifthtei8SO,amI 
alone in woodeiing what has 
been the point of spending the 
last 80 years devel^ingmy 
own (In eitedzieering)? 
Moreover, is there any pur- 
pose in exmtinuing to hdp to 
devdep cirnilar alrma in the 
current generation of engi- . 
neering students? 

Dr Roger Stanway. 
Cheshire. 

XjST think. From now on 


man sdects a letter or num- 
ber, £60 win finds its way Into 
her bazik balance (Why we aU 


love Carol. December?). It 
just shows you how us^Ul 
skills gained studying engi- 
neering can be! 

Bryan Chapman, 
nkley. WYorkshire. 

N O, TTRS part of the nation 
does not love Carol Vo^ 
derman, and thinks that her 
£5 million contract is obscena 
Her at 

£25,000 aday of recording 
artni^ six programmes con- 
sists of using her brain for a 
fefwBftimrtes, and displaying 

numbers and lettera for afow 

minutes more: But the real ol^ 
Jection to her wealth lies else- 
where, one day’s salaiT fbr 
her is equal to a year’s payfor 
an experienced teadier — and 

let me describe one lady's 


really punishing schedule 
thatwouldleave the quiz 
queengasplng. 

BAy wife is at school by 
aaoam; working solidly 
toroughout tbe day, either 
teaehhig or as year head sort- 
ing out toe probleins of 2S5 

schooL borne by 6.20pm; eve- 
xung meek preparation aiul 
marking that can never be 
done durii^ toe day. Finish? 
U.dOpm at the eerllesL 

I work as a volunteer for a 
small overseas charity. Five 
or sbe da^ o^oFdermas's 
monqr would pay for a whole 

programme In one ofthe poor- 
est areas of one of tbe poorest 
countries in file world, bring- 
ing hope to hundreds of 
peoide. 

BUlMoore. 

Youlgrave, 

Derbyshire. 


Some lessons for Mr Blair 


AST week Messre Blair 
-and Blunkett came to Chi^ 
Ick Community School to 
Emulate paUie interest in 
le green paper on education 
^ibn plan for revolu- 

cn, December 4). Although it 
las a compliment to the man- 
sem«t and teaching teams 
fthls school, we wishto dis> 
ssoeiate oursdves frCMB the 
rapceals in the green paper. 
7e are strong opposed to 
erfotmance-related pay. 
Soccesaftil teaching de- 
ends on team work both 
rithin a school and between 
tooCls throve the sharing of 
cod practice. We oHisider 
tet any attempt to reward 

kichers in some schools more 

eoerously tbaTi in others, or 


lindlvidoal teachersin the 
aawift s(fonolmore than their 
colleagues, would be ex-- . . 
tremely divisive. We urge tha 

Government to rethink tltese . 
retrogressive proposals andto 
take on board the vtewsef 
ffiftMT Oom teachers. - - 

Carol Macdougall and 29 

other staff members. 
Chiswick Community SchooL 

have been teaching mathe- 


ponslble for between 60 and 70 
S'our A-level mathematics 
candidates each year, most of 
whom fiirtbermathemat-. 
ics. our results are outstand- . 
ing, consistently placingus In . 
toe top U) in toe league tables. 
IQ addition to having pastoral 


responsQdllty for 20 farther 
students, I am also responsible 
f^thecollegeentryforA' 
level general studtee, cur- 
rently around 400 candidates. 
My salary is 220.500. 

I have bad no pay increase 
for five years becanse I 
rdiis^ to sign fiienew ‘ftexi- 
ble” contract imposed on col- 
leges by the lastgovenimenL I 
cnrectly surmised that file 
new deal had nothing to do 
witbilexlblUtyandeveEy- 
thing to do wito cost cutting. 
My colleagues who did sign 
are ziow an "teaChin^r a 
whole extra A-Iervel class each 
in exCban^ for, from this ■ 
■month, about £2,500 extra. 

Tbe idto that our morale is 
liltely to be improved when 
some oTus are paid an increase 
for the same work, white otoen 
are not, is ludicrcus. There is . 


BO altrnnative to paying an 
teachers a propw rate — at 
least £30^000, if the recruitment 
crisis is to be relieved. 

Name and address supplied. 

|_| AVINGtaught in Ger- 
ll many, I fou^ the public 
perception of teaching there 
very positive and young 
pecqde cfac^ toe profession 
because it offered a compara- 
tive prosperous and secure 
life in whidh they would enjoy 
trust and respert. Until a 
proper podtion in society Is 
estaUtehedoffiie profession 
in Brit^ too ~ not just ' jam 
for the fasttrackers" — young- 
teachers who have reason to 
bdUeve they have prospects 
elsewhere will of course get 
out before it is too late to ^ 
RogerDean. ' 

Shefibrd, Beds. 
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Time f^ing film-makers came out 


I FIND it hard to believe that 
Peter Sissons, after 35 years 
in television (Unjustifiable 
cmiduct, Media, December 7), 
has remained blissfully un- 
aware of to e creation Ity d ocu- 
mentary fOm-makers of se- 
quences whicbl have called 
‘Tegjtimate fakes” (Faking it, 
Decembers). 

What Sissons and others 
want us to believe is that, in 
toe good old days when jour- 
nalistic values were sacro- 
sanct. Qiis sort of thing did not 
^ on. This is nonsense. In toe 
case of the mocked-up se- 
quence the kestrel catxdiing 
a yarrow by the Tower of 
London, the onty pressure I 
reit was to match tbe produc- 
tion standards of BBC wildlife 
documentaries such as Life on 
Earth.! hired 'toe same falcon 
that was used in toe Attenbor 
ough series. For all these 
yeare, has Sissons realty be- 
lieved that all sequences in fiie 
BBC s wildlife programmes 
were exactly what they pur- 
portedtobe? 

BBC historical documenta- 
ries made over tbe years have 
also contained counfiess se- 
quences which 1 call “legiti' 


mate fakes". They also used 
music in their films, some- 
th^ the innocentSissons 
might find wU gh*ly worrying 
And does Sissons re^y be- 
lieve that none of the short 
news hems shown In pro- 
grammes he has fronted con- 
tained seq'uences where toe di- 
rector has asked someone to 
"act out” a little sequence for 

tbe camera? 

Seasoned foreign correspon- 
dents ten me of tbe demand in 
news programmes for 
bon^’ when fiiey are r^rting 
foreign wars. And there is ab- 
solutely nothing new about 
asking file gunners to fire oITa 
few rounds as an accomp^- 
meottoyour to-camera piece. 
Ever beard of that, Peter? 

Ihe debate about toe con- 
temptible Carlton film. Tbe 
OmnectioQ. is an important 
one. But it does not advance 
our understanding to adopt a 
ludicrously pious approach. 

It is time a few more Glm- 
makers "came out” on tbe sub- 
ject oT&k^ so that there can 
be an open debate about what 
is acceptable and what is not 
(Savin Weightman. 

London. 


Ontrack 

WOU rightly point out tbe 

■ potential for BUU'ortrain 
accidents from vandalism 
(Vairial threat to trains, De- 
esnber 4) and yon refer to tbe 
visit made by Frank Davies, 
chairman of tbe Health and 
Safety CommisBion, to a 
station in south Lmidon. 

Gould 1 add to your piece by 
mentioning that the rrason for 
my joining Frank Davies and 
the media on this visit was to 
launch a Good Practice (vuide 
to the prevention of trespass 
and vandalism on tbe r^- 
waya. 

The problems, and risks, 
have bean pointM out many 
times before, but tbe release of 
this guide represents a major 
step in encouragiiig coordin- 
ated action by railway ccanpe- 
oles and others to tackling 
whaf is, in effect a range of 
particularly difficult 
problems. 

As the regulator of railway 
safety In Great Britain, the 
H5E win cemtinue todrive 
those with reeponsibilicy for 
public safety in tbe indus^ 
to do whatever they can 
reasonably do to reverse toe 
rising trends of trespass and 
vandalism on the rail'ways. 
VF Coleman. 

HM Chi^inspector of 
Railways, Htelxh and 
Safety Erecutiva 


Empty thoughts 

C^^ARD de Bono's claim 
CCLetters, December 5) that 
his work is vindicated because 

Siemens uses it is either toucih 
ingty naive or disingenuous 
rubtob.Mana^r6tiy tojus- 
tity fiielr own parasitic useless- 
ness with vastly expensive con- 
ferences on things such as 
Actualising file Giant Within to 
Increase Your Mai^. 

China Mievine. 

London, 

"THERE is a paradox in £d- 
I ward de Bono’s claim that 
Siemens has an innovation 
unit in each department based 
on his methods. Suj^ if such 
innovation units are truly inno 
vative thty will quiddy di^ 
velop their own ideas and meth- 
ods and not stick slavish with 
those of de Botto. I thought that 
this was what lateral 
was an about 
JobnWelford. 

Edinburg 

EDWARD de Bono wondeia 
Crudely if*'!! is justposriUe 
toat Biemms knows more 
about my work than the sQly 
idiot who wrote toe piece for 
you?” Looking over the way at 
the vast now empty, factory 
that was Siemens, it Is Just poss- 
ible fiiat Qiey don't 
Frank. Eva^ 

North Shields. 


Transsexuals get by with a 
little help from their friends 


WOUR Inteniew wito 

I Jackie Ka>’ (Race and all 
that jazz. December 5) touches 
on gender dy^horia. the col- 
lective and technical tenn for 
all those states in which the 
individual experiences per- 
sisting discomfort with tbe 
biological gender. Tbe ex- 
treme fonn of this dysphoria 
is transsexualism, usually a 
life-long condition and one in 
which toe individual may 
seek reassignment by medical 
and surgic^ means, to toe op- 
posite gender. 

Others, no doubt, simply 
live out their lives, "dis- 
guised” in the gender role in 
which they feel comfortable. 
Tbe purpose of this is not nec- 
essarily to engage in homosex- 
ual Intercourse and it is not 
the same condition as 
homosexuality. 

Essentially, toe ingrained 
stereotype of immutable dif- 
ference between mascul ine 
and feminine behaviour and 
interests Is not upheld and the 
personality of everyone is 


composed of a mixture. Your 
article concludes with the 
statement: “People who 
change their Ident ity live In 
fear oTdiscovery.” liiis, no 
doubt, is frequently true, but I 
think it worth bringing atten- 
tion to tbe fact that, in many 
years clinical involvement 
with gender dysphoric people, 
I and my collragues have fre- 
quently been impressed with 
toe degree of understanding 
shown by relatives, employers 
and other signiHcant persons 
in the individual’s life, and 
readiness to seek the best 
means of coping with the im- 
mutable state. 

R P Snaitb, 

Senior lecturer. 

St James’s Unirersity 
Hospital. Leeds. 


We do not publish letters where 
only an e-mall address Is 
supplied; please Include a full 
postal address. We may edit 
letters: shorter ones are more 
likely to appear. We cannot 
acknowledge those not used. 


if the best things in life are 
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10 OBITUARIES 


Professor Tony Tanner 


Cities of words 


T ony tanner, who 

has died aged 63, 
was professor of 
English and Ameri- 
can literature at 
Cambridge University. He was' 
born in Richmond, Surrey, 
and after Raynes Park County 

Granuner Sdiool natinnal 

service, mostly in Gennany, 
he went up to Jesus CoU^. 
Cambridge. On graduating he 
won a Hailmess fellowship, 
which enabled him to spend 
two years in America, mostly 
at Stanford Universil?. Cali- 
fornia. When he returned to 
Cambridge in 1964 he was 
elected to a fellowship at 
King’s College and to a lec- 
tuFK^ in the feculty of 

R ngligh 

Ttiereafter, though he was 
often in the United States, his 
life was based on Cambridge 
and Kin^s. He was subse- 
quently prmnoted to a reader- 
sUp, and then to em od homU 
nem professorship. 

Taimer often spoke admir- 
ing of his teachers A P Ros- 
siter and Philip Brockbank, 
but his critical career took a 
quite different and rather less 
conventional course from 
theirs. If we except D H Law- 
rence's e xtr aordinary Studies 
In Classic American Litera- 
ture (1923), Tanner's early 
book. The Reign Of Wondo" 
(1965), might be called the 
most impressive contribution 
hitherto made by an Ei^ish- 
man to the study of American 

literature. Treating Emerson, 
Mark Twain and Henry 
James, as well as some later 
writers, it is the first record 


of Tanner’s long love alTair 
with American writing, and 
especially with James, all of 
whose work he knew 
intimately. 

His second American book. 
City Of Wonis, which followed 
In 1971. dealt with very recent 
American fiction, a topic not 
at the time much canvassed 
by En^ish critics. It called 
for an enormous amount of 
reading — a challenge he al- 
ways accepted with enthusi- 
asm — and it met a growii^ 
interest in contemporary 
American fiction. ' especially 
among the young. It was so 
much admired and discussed 
that one could probably name 
it as Tanner’s most immedi- 
ately successful book. 

His American interest con- 
tinued. He produced short 
books on Saul Bellow and 
Thomas Fynchon, and his col- 
lection, Scenes Of Nature; 
Signs Of Mm (1987), dedicated 
to Henry Nash Smith of Stan- 
ford. the admired teacher who 
first stirred his interest in 
American Literature, was 
a gain, and appropriately, de- 
voted to American writers. 
Later, he published a charm- , 
ing of lectures on Henry 
James as a travel writer, I 
critic and autobiographer, j 
Henry James artd ^ Art cf 
Non-Fiction, (1995). I 

But although he was. for ob- 
vious reasons, the dominant 
presence in (Cambridge teach- 
ing of the subject Tanner did 
not care to be typed as an 
Americanist — quite rightly, 
for his scope was much wider. 
He won intematioaal respect 


as a Conrad scholar, and his 
introductions to the Penguin 
Jane Austen series were col- 
lected in an Influential book 
of 1986. 

His most ambitious work. 
Adultery In The NdoeL ap- 
peared in 1979. A promised 
second volume was never 
written, but even In its trun- 
cated form this book is an ex- 
traordinary and very charac- 
teristic achievement Tanner 
was a reader of a voracity and 



Tanner . . . voracious reader 


originality unparalleled in 
my experience, evmi among 
members of a booldsh profes- 
sion. And having delightedly 
read everything by his 
authors, he would go on to 
treat them with a comparable 
pleasure in writing. 

His method, as he hims^ 
describes it in the preface to 
Adultery In The Nouel, was to 
write Tiliod*’ — that Is. with- 
out undue, or sometimes any. 
reference to gristing work in 
tto subject “1 wanted to try 


having my own say in my 
own way. and ... to avoid 
continuous reference (and 
deference) to other works. 
Such a procedure obviously 
has risks!” 

And his exhilarating 
plunge into three **key 
novels” — La Nouoelle Held- 
ise. Die Wahloenoandsehttftsn, 
and Madame Booaty — inev* 
itably did involve risks, at- 
tracting some ctiticisni fro m 
more careful thongh less ad- 
venturous experts. But the 
book justifies Itself by its en- 
ergetic Its man- 

ner is that of an inspired lec- 
turer, which Tanner 

was — thinVing on his feet, 
wTt-itingiy eraamting into his 
scheme imferacoiiw emM»rn 
sights. The book is a bold and 
brilliant critical adventure. 
it^if ss “transgressive’’ as 
the novels he praises for pos- 
sessing just that quality. 

Much in health, and an m- 
advised and laphUy aborted 
emigration to the US, may 
have slowed him down, but 
Venice Desired (1992), a book 
about the responses to that 
city of Byron, Ruskln, Henry 
James. Hugo von Hof- 
mannsthall, Proust and 
Ponnd, Is ancrther demonstia- 
tinn of hi* critical boldness. 
Anybody who knew him dur- 
ing its writiz^ will remember 
with something like awe the 
passion with which he read, 
re-read and recited Rtiskin. in 
whom he Aitighiwt as much 
as he did in James. For weeks 
he would be hsmiursed in the 
Cantos and in Pron^ snxfec- 
ing only to express his admi- 


ration. He was an ecstatic 
reader, and bis sheer plea- 
sure in great writing was, to 
his fdlow professionals, an 
anachronistic dtiighL 
His assault on a great 

author was in a series of bitr> 

ductions to the Everyman 
Shakkpeare. Their exuberant 
length woi^ have daunted 
many editors, but they were 
welcffined bis admiring 
p nhibhgr , DSVid In 

hls last days Tanner was 
piflawd to learn that these 
essays are to be gathsed inlD 
one piesumi^ vuy large vd- 
ome by MaemfiiazL 
^ gAwlat fignm, malting 

li ght of bis slow and pamftal 
progre s s on two stidts, Tai^ 
nor was a familiar and mudh- 
ioved presence in KingTs, a 
mnaag iia at ooce sensitive 
and boisterous, afferitinnata 
and oiticaL It was fitting that 
he should have been able to 
quit the bo^ital and end his 
life in his dU rooms. His loy- 
alty to the college was abso- 
lute. and so it was to hls 
friends, as long as they be- 
haved as friends ou^tt; any- 
body deemed to have biled in 
this respect was lik^ to be 
irrevocably exQed. 

He was twice married, the 
second Hme h> Nadia Pnistai, 
the translator of Vir- 

ginT* Woolf and hersdf a dis- 
tin g tri shed critic. He had no 
childran. 


Frank Ke em oJe 


Tony (Paul Anthony) Tanner, 
writer and critic, bom March 18, 
1935; died Decembers. 1998 



Roy Burrowes 

Have trumpet, will travel 


F or hls 1963 British 
visit Duke EUington 
used the tone Jam 
WiA Sam to feature 
his soloists. When Roy Bur- 
rowes, who has died ^ long 
cancer aged 72. stepped for- 
ward to take his el^t bars, 
the bandleader annoimced his 
newest trumpeteris Jamaican 
nativity, and whippy drum- 
mer Sam Woodyard into a ca- 
lypso rhythm. To anyone 
knowing Burrowes’s progres- 
sive track-record, this seoned 
a cliche. But Kllington. who 
hnri West TnriiariQ In hls 
band in the 1930s, was always 
aware cf the overlooked Ca- 
ribbeax connection in jasz. 

Burrowes was one of many 
West Indian musicians to 
take US citizenship. In 18 
months with Ellingtoo he had 
few solo spots, but ttmt was 
not unusual in big bands 
where solo space bad to be 
earhed. Diaft^ in as a tem- 
porary replacement for (be 
stratospheric Cat Anderson, 
he Impressed the leader suffi- 
ciently that when Anderson 
returned, the slim and seri- 
ous Jamaican remained. Sit- 
ting alongside veteran Cootie 
Williams, he played the writ- 
ten parts conscientiously, bid- 
ing his rima. 

Bom in Kingston. Burrowes 
had been playii^ trumpet at 
carnivals since the age ti 
seven. At 16 he went to Pana- 
ma to work on the prestigious 
hotel-band circuit returaing 
to Jamaica to play with drum- 
mer Redver Cook. Known as 
“Bubbles”, he worked with 
tenorman Wilton "Bogey” 
Gaynair before forming a 
group witii another young sax- 
ophonist, Sammy Walker. 

In 1946 Burrowes moved to 
the United States, the goal of 
most progx'essive Jamaican 
musicians before the McCar- 
ran-WaUer Act limited immi- 


gration in 1962. Staying with 
relatives In Harlem, he heard 
Charlie Parker. Disy Gilles- 
pie and FSts Navarro and es- 
poused their prt^resslve mu- 
sical ideok^. Idler he lived 
with hls fether in the Bronx, 
hut continued to frequent Har- 
lan’s Sugu- Hni neig^ibour- 
hood, where he formed a close 
relationship with saxophonist 
Sonny Rollins, playing often 
witii him anti the Iwariing 

trumpeters of the day, CUffmd 
Brown and Kenny Dorham. 

Although Coleman Haw- 
kins, James Moody and Max 
Roach gave him jazz recogni- 
tion, nightclubs and show- 


bands paid tbe rent Bur- 
rowes had already experi- 
enced several grueQlng pack- 
age tours of the Soutii — he 
helped desegr^te audiences 
when playing behind Stevie 
Wonder, who refused to fol- 
low the southern code. In the 
houaeband at Harlem's 
Apollo, he played for Gladys 

tCnighf anti .tamaa BrOWn, 
then spent five years on and 
off with Aretha Franklin, be- 
fore Joining Count Basie to 
tour with Tom Jones. 

I interviewed Burrowes on 
his first European visit renew- 
ing our wwpiaintanffp |q 1964 
when he returned witii Ray 


Charles.Afiia'sixweeksinlre- 
latiri filming ReiBfiA In h* 

was eager to jam, and at Ron- 
nie Scott’s iast rfnh , than m 
(jerrard Stri^ Solio, a memo- 
rable united him arw! 

fellow ■Tamai<«an , guitarist Er- 
nest Wanfitn , with saxophOD- 
ists Scott and Seamy Stiti. 

In New York in the 19705 he 
was part of a fiedble music 
scene that embraced free jazz 
developments, bebop pn^res- 
sions wnri ihp older disci- 
plines c£ tiffi swing era. On 
Monday nights at All's Alley, 
the So-Ho loft operated by 
John Coltrane's drummer, 
Rashled All. Burrowes played 


; in saxophonist Frank Fbster’s 
I big band. He worked witii pia- 
I nlst Walter Davis Jr and 
! Archie Shepp — tire latter 
' and Cedar Walton both 
recorded his composhioDS — 
bands featuring pia- 
nist Mai Waldra and saxo- 
phonists ClilTord Jordan, 
Charles Davis and Roland 
Alphooso. 

In 1990 B ur ro wes moved to 
London. The fbDowing year 
he married Sandra Noble, a 
qualified social woriter whom 
ha hari met on the first Elling- 
ton tour she soon set about 
raising his profile locally. He 
played with saxophonist 
Andy Hamillon and toured 
the Midlands with his own 
group, thim took part in cele- 
brations for International 
Jazz Day organised by 
Sandra. In 1993 this venture 
became a charity. 

Strong and rilent, Burrowes 
always gricterf Sandra's eflbrts; 
his educatirmal workshops and 
rx^ in raising awareness of 
jazz among the yonng were ac- 
knowledged in a Iteily Tele- 
graph fiirot-pagB photograph, 
pairing hnn for a jam- 

sessloQ with ‘TIaegd-honiist’’ 
Virginia Botloml^. 

His sli^ physique was mis- 
leading. He was a powexfbl 
player and ffueot improviser 
who never M hls lip go. Music 
really was his life a^ he 
dom missed his daily practice. 
At home in niapham, south 
London, he did the household 

chores, shopping, rntilfing and 

ciMtng, and k^ in shape 
with four-mile walks around 
the common. I was ddi^ited to 
have played a part in reanitmg 

him and Randm smd tOQCbed 

When he crossed Londim to 
play for my SOth birtiiday 
party. 

His Int^rtty and d^rt- 
ment ware admiralde; when 
others toede tiie bandstand in 
jeans, be retained hls three- 
piece suit ”T1ie music should 
be respected” was his credo. 


VelWIhaer 


Roy Kenneth Burrowee, muel- 
clan, bom February 26, 1926; 
died December 2. 1998 




Birthdays 


Ktm Basinger, film actress, 
4S; David Carradine, actor, 
sii^r, songwriter, 62; Sir Ju- 
lian Crltehley. writer, for- 
mer MP, 6k Susan Danby, 
principal. College of the Royid 
Academy of Dandng. 54: Pnff 
Sir Roger Elliott, FRS, pbys^ 
icist, 70; Les Ferdinand, foot- 
baller, 32; Richard 
Flelsdher, film director, ffi; 


Lucian Freud. OM, painter. 
76; James Galway, flautist. 
59; Pauline Green, leader. 
Labour MEPs. 50; Ian Greig, 
cricketer, 43; Sir Darid Hay. 
cardiology 71; Sir GeoCT 
Horst, footballer. 57: Lord 
(Petez) Levene, former No 10 
efficiency adviser, 57; Jenny 
Linden, actress, 58; Sinead 
O’Connor, singer, song- 
writer, 32; Maximilian 
Schell, actor, 68; David 
Verey, banker, 48. 



CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


IN A report on page 5, Novem- 
ber 17, headed, ‘Drugs tsar” 
to earn more tban Blair's 

£105,000, we said that Mr 

Blair’s top three politieal ad- 
visers aU earned (or would 
from December 1) more than 
any one In the Cabinet This 
overlooked tbe Lord Chancel- 
lor. Lord Irvine, who earns 
£151,002, considerably more 
than the three advisers we 
mentioned. Tliey were Keith 
HellawelL £106,057, Jonathan 
Powell and Alastalr Camp- 
bell, £91.014 each. 

IN OUR fitmt page report, 
Pinochet challenges Law 
Lord. December 5, we mis- 
spelt the "amp of the solici- 
tors for General Pino- 
chet We should have said 
gin gaiflv Napley. We also got 
wrong the name of tbe direc- 


tor of consumer afikirs for 
British American Tobacco in 
the same story. That should 
have been Michael Prideaux. 
Apologies to both. 

BROADWAY MELODY did 
not win Best Picture at tte 
first Academy Awards (T%e 
sunset girls, Fri^ Review, 
December 4), but at the 
second ceremony a year alter 
Wings had done so in 1929. 

It is the policy Qfthe Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possWle. Readers mqy contact 
du Readers’ Editor on 0171 2S9 
9589 between 11am arid Spin, 
Monday to Friday. Siafboe 
mail to Rmders’ ikittm". The 
Guardian, II9. Fairingdon 
Road. London BCIR3ER. Fax: 
0271 239 9897. E-mail: 
r8adar&giuirduut.co,uk 


Bernard Thompson 


The business of comedy 


B ernard Thompson, 
who has died aged 72, 
was a television comedy 
producer and the safe pair of 
hands vdio took on a number 
Of ninnii^ BBC series — no- 
tably Last Of The Summer 
Wine and turned them into 
national institutions. With 
new titles he had less luck, 
even when they came from 
tbe same writers. 

The author of Summer 
Wine, Roy Clarke, for exam- 
ple, provided him with two 
shows which never quite 
clicked. Potter, starring 
Arthur Lowe on the crest of 
his Dad’s Army popularity, 
drew on the same theme of 
retirement and the novelty of 
unlimi ted leisure. It had its 
mmnents but, as one critic 
said, Ainer had the whiff of a 
character run up to fit an ao 
tor, rather than one strivii^ 
for life on his own account 
Rosie, also from Roy Clarke, 
had had a preliminary run 
under another name and an- 
other producer. Again, it was 
a soui^ idea, the misadven- 
tures of youi% copper and fe- 
therly seigeant In small-town 
Yorkshire, and a respectable 
27 episodes were made. But if 
it is remembered today, it Is 


probably as having paved the 
way for rrvs immensely pop- 
ular drama to the same pre- 
scription, ifeartlMat. 

Of Ihompson, darte says: 
“Hewas a charming man who 
enjoyed life. One thing that 
always puzzled me was that 
he was a beerdrinker, and,a 
very enable one at that, yet 
be remained tall az^ wil- 
lowy.'' Good-looking and 
gifted with a fine sense of hn- 
mour, Thompson actually 
began as an actor. Ife and hte 
wife, Avia, were both mon- 
bers of a London tirotra com- 
pany which toured ti» 
and Canada for two years in 
theiSSOs. 

O N their return, he 
joined BBC Television 
as a floor manager, 
soon becoming production as- 
sistant to a leading light of 
the comedy department. 

James Gilbe^ re maining for 

around is years. Tt^et^ 
they evedved stub leg^ary 
entertainments as Seven 
Faces Of Jim (Jimmy 
wards), tbe Peter Ckxik and 
Dudley Moore series Nbt Onfy 
But Also, and The Frost 
Report with David Frost, 
John Cleese, Ronnfe Barker 


azid Roimie Corbett. In tiie 
fi^ c€ situation comedy tiie 
list included Me Mammy. 
with bfilo O’Shea, The Likefy 
Lads and, of course. Lose Of 
The Summer Wine. When Gil- 
bert was prmnoted to bead of 
comedy In 1973, Thompson 

took over foe snies and also 
tiie foUow-ftp to the previous 
title, Whateoer Happmed To 
UuLihefyLads? 

In the 1980s he took on an- 
other mega-hit, Onfy Fools 
And Horses. Ofoer shows he 
produced included One Uj> 
man^dp, I Didn't Know You 
Oared azid TV versions of the 
anmigl CamlxidgB Footli gbte 
Revue. On leaving foe BBC be 
produced The Brothers 
McGregor for (vranada. 

Avis died suddenly in 1979. 
They had a daughter, Fiona, 
who brought him a grand- 
daughter, and shortly before 
Thomson's death gave birth 
to boy triplets. Since 1980 his 
partner had been the actress 
Katharine Schofield, who was 
with hhn when be died. 


PliBipPuraer 


Bernard Tbompeon, television 
producer, bom July 25, 1926; 
died November 19, 1998 


The ti****’*^^** Tuesdsy Dccptyibcr 8 19K 



Cieopa, , . afte r pa*"*"^^* *-* eominunlat rulers he lived fornine years in hl^i^ 


Archimandrite Cieopa Hie 

The good shepherd 


A RCBJMANDRnE C3eopa 
file, who has died 
B6. was a tiieifoenl and a 
kv religious leader of Ibxna- 
ziia. He was the spiritual leader 
of the Sihastria monastery. 200 
miiBw north of Bucharest and 
not for from the Meddavian 
n«»hiau, coDsldered to be the 
Mount Atbes of Romania due 
to the richness of its monastic 
life. His Stacy Ill us t rat e s both 
the contlnujly of tiie hesychast 
tradition — based on inner 
mystical prayer — in the Bal- 
kans, the ^Iritual resis- 
tance of monastictem in com- 
munist Romania. 

In Eastern Orthodox Chris- 
tendom stillness, or hesychui, 
denotes a way of contempla- 
tive life whose aim is to attain 
tbe imion of mind and heart, 
so that tbe mental prayer be- 
comes prayer o.f tbe heart. At 
a time when atheistic Marx- 
ism was Institutionalised In 
Romania, Father Cieopa be- 
came a darismatlc teacher of 
the Philokalia, a coDection of 
ascetic and mystical writizigs 
dating firom the fourth to tbe 
14th century, which focused 
especially on tbe key concept 
of the Jesus prayer. 

• His oral teachings devel- 
oped St Gregory Falainas’s 
theological distinction be- 
tween tbe unkzwwable nature 
of God’s essence and tbe div- 
ine energies which make 
possible tbe knowledge of God 
and tbe deification of human- 
ity, following Jesus’s call for 
human perfection. . 

Father Cieopa was bom ! 


Into a northern Romanian 
peasant femlly. He became a 
monk in 1937 and for 10 years 
worked as a shepherd flv hls 
monastery. Ordained as a 
hieroaumk in 1945, he was 
soon to become tbe stums — 
the elder the monasteries of 
Slatina and then Sihastria. 
From 1956 to 1959 he was spir- 
itual director at Sihastria. In 
the late l9SDs and early 19BQ5, 
when the Romanian Ortho- 
dox hierarchs were compelled 
by the Stalinist government 
to close hundreds of mcxins- 
teries and to forbid people 
undm- the age of 60 from en- 


Cleopa cursed the 
neo-communist 
mafia in Romania 


tering monastic life. Father 
Cleopa’s theology and way of 
life challenged th e totalitar- 
ian system. 

So for nizie years he li\’ed in 
hiding Jn Qie Rarau mountains, 
under tbe threat of tbe death 
penalty. He used to consider 
tbe ceme te ry to be an ideal 
place, where a human being 
could reflect on this and tbe 
next life. He joyfuDy acc^Ked 
tiie living martjrdom of being 
a ^iritual guide in a country' 
ruled by the tyrant Nioolai 
Ceauseseu, who destroyed 
dozoQS cf diurdies and monas- 
teries in Bucharest alooe. 

When I saw him for tbe last 


time, last Easter, Father 
Qeopa advised me to “Hve 
with the fear of God on yutir- 
righl side azid with the fear of 
death on the left”. He was the 
spiritual director of the last 
thm Romanian patriarchs ~ 
Justiaian. Justin and Tenchist 

and after the events nf 1989. 
when Ccascsscu was over- 
thrwn. (I group (tf hierarchs 
asked him to become patri- 
arch of the Romanian Ortho- 
dox Church, an honour which 
he declined with humility. 

He had nevertheless that 
holiness which would per- 
suade even Stalinist officiaU 
that no IdeoIoRy ran deny 
God. Ch.Trism.Ttir, with a pro- 
digious memory, always able 
to enforce hls message with a 
quote from scripture or from 
the church fathers, hls ser- 
mons azid interviews, pub- 
lished after 1990. bec.Tine n 
treasure of wit and wisdom. 

He had a paradoxical self-ef- 
facement, which brought 
people to the Churdi in the 
name of He found wisdom 
even in obscure znanuso:^ 
from old monastic libraries. 
His spiritual authority was 
based both on lo\*c and on the 
fear be inspired. He cursed 
members of the neo<ommu- 
nist mnfia in Rmnaziia — 
which then made hu^ dona- 
tions to tbe Church. 


AteewHter P opoo c u 


Archimandrite Cle^a iile. theo- 
logian end hermit, bom April 10. 
1912; died December 2, 1998 



A Country Diary 


CAMDEN TOWN: Walking 
along Regent’s CaziaL on tbe 
stretch between Lime Terrace 
and Camden Lock, the water 
looked like Uack grape Jdly, 
quivering ezid sickly sweet, 
yet dense and solid. It 
reminded me of a Stephen 
Eizig novel; it had a smister 
feel to it end was a moet 
unusual sight — the water 
elmost always shows some 
movement, being ruffled by 
even tbe slightest breeze, 
forming rippte azid creall^ 
ever-changine patterns. Tbe 
next day this phenomenon 
bad disappeared. The water 
looked d^k g reen and brown 
^ain and was adorned with 
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motley-coloured autumn 
leaves ztear the lock. The eye, 
however, focussed maizily on 
the unbelievable amn nnht of 
garbage, ragged and tom fUr^ 
niture and other towpath 
paraphernalia that only the 
tourists who flock into Cam- 
den come Saturday morning, 
could have left behind. A 
barge seems to clean up the 
debris but too infrequently. 

At this time of year the 
waterfowl population is 
reduced to mallards, which 
bob up and down amidst the 


broken styrofoam cups, plas- 
tic bottle tops and sandwich 
wrappers, or hide in the ov^ 
hanging shrubbery, and a 
pair of moorhens and their 
one reznainlng oSSpring (or^ 
inally I counted seven 
chicks). Later, when it gets 
colder, you can see tufted and 
eider dudks — and even the 
odd inandarin. In the early 
morning one of the Regent’s 
Park herons patrols the tow- 
path, keeping an eager eye on 
the fish in the muiky depths. 

MARION DILL 


Can Reindeer Fly? 

The Science of Christmas 

£12.99 plus 99p UK p&p. Pifoiished by Metro 


CaaReiiuiejnFI^?- 
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KpCCR HIGHPIELD 


Roger Highfield takes a long 
ovwdua look at Christmas from 
the vewpoint of a scientist. 
Often highly entertaining, this 
urvque book asks many 
questions about the orij^ns of 
Santa and hi$ present deTiveries, 
the wgin birth, the physics of 
snowflakes, cooking the turkey 
and much mors, Aa strange as it 
sounds. Can ReirKieer Ry? is sn 
excelient book for anyone even 
sKghtly interested in the 
percuteritfee surrouncflng our 
most ch«tshed festival. 


CultureShop Freephone 0500 600 102 

or send your order with a UK cheque payatM n: 

The Guatolan CultureShop, ' — 

250 Western Awanije.LwidonW3 6EE. ( riTVWinirfnP" 
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and the whHe van economy 

importa of boar inio iha UK. rnltom 
l~l OrJuaiyttawBew ^ Vana 


Bootleg is booming 

Whenever the moon and stars are set, whenever the wind is high, 
all night long in the dar;k and wet a man goes riding by ^n a white van). 

Dan Atkinson wonders what he’s got in the back 


W ELCOME to 
the oouoty 
of Kent, 
once the 
garden of 
England 
and. now a crowded theatre of 
(^tencdons for nearly every 
hniDCh at Britain’s booming 
law-enforcement industry 
Down in the Channel poil^ 
just about every djird person 
Is eUter a Customs officei; a 
policeman, a Benefits Agency 
investigator or _a member <tf 
the overloaded-^ran hlt-squail 
Chrlstoias -Is coming and this 
is the front line at Opmatloa 
Mistletoe, the latest round In a 
centuiie»nld cat and mouse 
game between smugglers and 
Crown ofiOcers. 

Besting the Excise man is a 
tlmeThonoured British pa^ 
time as smu^ers and their 
customers have declined to 
pay duties owed the King or. 
Queen. But by one of frjose 
pan^oxeswhidi litter the bis* 
tory of flflnnnini<«a and diplo- 
macy the driving Ibrce beMDd 
the currmit tidal wave of 
smugsiing against which 
Operation Mistietoe is bat- 
fUDg is a- free-trade agree- 
ment the Single European 
Act of 1986. The Mistletoe oCQ- 
cers, with their arrest war- 
rants. tiielr search and seize 
povms and their confidential 
informer hotlines, have been 
coloured into existence by a 
deal providing fbr unfettmed 
movement of goods across the 
European Unira. 

This is the other face of the 
borderiess woiid of fi’ee trade 
and gdobEd lalssez-frdre. In a 
□aiv^ oompetition, it would 
be a dead heat between those 
who thought arrangements 
such as the European sln^e- 
market and the ti^e-llbeiidi- 
satimi deal GATT (the General 
Agreement on TartBh and 
Tnule) meant governments 
renouncing their ri^t to tax 
‘luzujries** to the hilt and 
those who seriously believe 
Operation Mistletoe will do 


anything more than scratch 
the suilbce of the roaring 
cross-Channel black market 
in drink and tobacco.. 

In the former camp are 
members of the free-znaiket 
Adam Smith Institute, -who, 
taking their cue from the 
eponymous nu^er himwif 
bi^eve smuggling to be **tlie 
crime that nature never 
meant to be ao'’('fl|. In the lat- 
ter groiQ) is Mr Shuith's fellow 
Scot CbanceUm: Gordon 
Brown, .whQ .r^aods smug- 
gling as primarily an enforce- 
mmt problem and would be 
more likely to announce a lOQ 
per cent penal tax on' high 
earners than he would be to 
slash alcohol -and tobacco 
duties to something approach- 
ing French and Belgian levels. 

Smuggling is a venerable 
British tradition, with the oom- 
Idnatidn of a very Icmg coast- 
line and a cultuial propensity 
to regard tbrmgn produce as 
desirable luxury goods adding 
iqi to an (m-agaln off-agsuD bat- 
tle of wits between the smug- 
glers and the ‘’preventive men” 
ortbeCii8toms&Bzci9e.1iniat- 
ever the state has sought to n^ 
down and tax, the smuggler 
has cheerfriUy brought in at 
dead of night, whether 
cognac in the 18tb Century or 
Swiss watdites in the I95te. 
Honours were never quite 
even, but the problem was, at 
least contained, with the 
smug glin g culture confined to 
the hinterlands around ports 
and airports. 

In ihomas Hardy’s fictional 
Wessex vniage of Nether- 

Boynton. the upri^ wedeyan 
minister Mr Stockdale learns, 
tn hie hf> pw; that his Tflndlatly 

(and the loro of his life), die 
widow Lisy Newbeny is 
qneen-pln of the local smug- 
gling racket, storing ’Tubs of 
spirit that have anrfflentslly 
over in the dark from 
France”|89. FTeo' trade in the 
post-war years seemed at one 
point lik^ to consign Lisy 
Ne wber r y to the history books. 


Indeed, there evmi threatened 
to be a nostalgia cUltsnrrouud- 
customs posts and frontier 
crossizigs. Irish poet Dennis 
ODriscoIL (himsdf a tarmnn 
by day) mourned the opening 
of ncoth-south Irish bcs^ 
d^. ''The redeployed Customs 
staff/ bored, trying to acclima- 
tise/ tbemelves to indoor 
jobs”!^ 

Sin^ act came 
force on Janu- 

'^aty ]1 1993. since 
when Briti^ con- 
snmers could shop, 
duty paid, to their 
heart’s content, south of the 
Channd. prodded the goods 
bought were Ihr their own coo 
sun^tiCQ. Givm tiie wide dis- 
parities in duty in Britain 
compared to the Continent — 
Ftench beer dnfx ibr «««>mpiw, 
is one-sixQi the British level — 
it did not take a BSc in ecmom- 
ics to predict what would hap- 
pan. pouring throu^ the 
yawning gc^ betweoi British 
and Continentel duties ^rna 
miTtiffra of litres of beer, and 



wine and hundreds of tonnes 
of tobacco Not only was smug- 
gling back from the dand . but 
suddenly 'evmy other gmnkpr 
or drinker seemed to be 
imbued witii the spirit of 
Nether-Boynton. To lake cme 
sample, three quarters of all 
band^xdled cigarettes smoked 
in Britain are imported across 
the Channd. I^itimatety and 
(mostly) illegitimately Drum. 
Britain’s thirdfrivDaiite band- 
roOing brand, is not offidaDy 
jmsaleinfhisctqmtryj. 

So-called - ‘’indicative lim- 
its” arein place to guide hop- 
pers as to what is considered a 
reasonable quantity . of 
dutiable goods' fbr personal 
coosumption: 800 dgarettes, 
one kilo of tobacco, 400 cigar- 
files. 200 cigars, 10 litres at 
Spirits, 20 litres at tortifiad 
wine, 90 litres of wine and 120 
litres of been But with cheap 
ferry tickets on offer at every 
port, the dedicated bootlegger 
could make trip after tr^ 
within the guidelines, and 
still turn a healthy profit 

And evmi a legmuiate cus- 


tomer can bring back more, 
provided it can be proved that 
he intends to consume the 
products - himsdfl (^u^ms 
(dOcers have a frind of 
unlikely excuses offered by 
suspected bootle^rs for the 
cdossal quantities d duty- 
paid goods with which they 
have been found. One man 
explained that the several 
kilos of tobacco that he him- 
self could not possi^ intend 
to smoke were goii^ to be 
cooked iJD a special stew 
Another claimed he would be 
potting large quantities of 
tobaoQo in. bis b^ as a cure 
Ibrlumbaga 

Behind the court cases and 
the d3?vn raids Is the simple 
feet that bootlegging is oeas- 
^ to be a fringe activity and 
is reaching into tiie heart of 
Britain, both geographically 
(vans laden with Uadc-maxket 
goods have beoi tracked hun- 
dreds of milwa iTilan tl) an ri 

socially — Government fig- 
ures fbr cigarette consump- 
tion. ■ for ■ example, are no 
lon^ reliable, so vast is the 
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hidden tobacco xnaikeL Far 
from dedining 1^ ? per cent 
diulng 1997/98, cigar^ sales 
may actually be increasing 
(4). At this rate, official data 
win be portraying Britain as a 
nation of temperanca-loving 
fresh-air fiends, in defiance of 
thereal^ 

Nor is there any rdtef in 
sight fix* the hard-pressed “pre- 
ventives'*. Indeed, the position 
is likely to worsen. Next July 
the bootleggers will get another 
boost wife fee abolition of 
duty-free sales inside the Euro- 
pean Union. One-fifth of duty- 
free sales are tbou^t Ukdy to 
vanish into the maw of the 
croes-Channel trade, oS which 
cmly half Islikely to be made up 
d goods legitimately bought 
ctoisumers for their own use. 

Even fee law-enforcers 
themselves have not proved 
immune to the delicts of 
bootlegging. Last month, it 
emerged feat two officers of 
the CQevelaod force — a detec- 
tive sergeant and detective 
constable — had made 12 ille- 
gal booze nms to in the 
constabulary's social-dub 
minibus and sold the drink to 
colleagues. The two men were 
fined £1,000 including back- 
tax by Customs & Excl^ The 
case did not go to court, 
although both men received a 
severe warnh^ frum the 
Deputy Chief Constable |S). 
Ooubtiess those caught in the 
Mistletoe net can expect stmi- 
laily lenient treatment 


Five years into fee single 
market, the bootleg^iig figui^ 
are spectaculac Bootl^ beer 
accounts fig about 5 per cBit of 
all British sales, and 13 pa: 
cent at beer brewed in France 
Is destined fi>r British con- 
sumption (Q. One mlTUnw 
smokers routinely buy fheir 
smokes on the bl^ mazket 
wife three out of four hand- 
rolled cigarettes ori^nating 


across fee Channel The Flay- 
ers cigarette factor^' in Not- 
tingham Kag worked ex tra 
to meet the damand from 
Eur^ fbr cigarettes beadii^ 
strait beck into the UK. Hay- 
ers% owner: Imperial Tobacco, 
stated <xi November 30 that fee 
“vast majority of our Gdden 
Virginia [tobacco] exports to 
Belgium come back”. 

UT if there is 
some compensa- 
tion ibr domestic 
drink and tobacco 
manufacturers, 
there is none for 
the two biggest losers: fee 
legitimate domestic trade 
(pubs, tobacconists and off- 
licences) and fee lYeasury 
thought to be down by between 
£800 minion and £1 billion in 
lost revenues. By the time 
Labour took power in May 
1997, there was ill-concealed 
panic in Whitehall - at the 
prospect of virtual^ uncon- 
trollable bootle^ing. Mr 
Brown pranptly set up a 
review into fee problem, the 



co n dusion of whiidi. unsur- 
prisingly; was that tougher 
enforcement rather than lower 
duties would stem the flood of 
smugged goods. Cranking iqi 
the enforcement madiine 
since fee March Budget led to 
Mistletoe, launched in Octobo: 
and now reaching peak activ- 
ity as Christmas ^iproaches. 
Already the authorities are 
claiming Operation Mistletoe 


to have proved a tronendous 
success. But, smndMfVi; the 
chap in fee pub with the 
buying nsion shoulder-bag 
and fee pocket stuffed fUU of 
customers' eabh doesn't seem 
to have heard the news. Per- 
haps, like Lizzy Newberry he 
has found the smuggler’s life is 
for him: “It stirs up erne’s dull 
life... and gives excitement, 
which I have got so used to now 
feat 1 should har^ know how 
todo'ifeoutit*. 


So me e si (1) Adam Smite. The 
Wealth of Nations. 1 776; m The 
Distracted Pieacher, from WOsitox 
Tales, 1888: “Customs”, from 

QualltyTime.Afiv», I997;m 
Imperial Tobacco, Nowem^ 30 
1998; (5) Northern Echo. 
November 1 0 1 998; m Campaign 
for Real Ale, March 181998 
Q i ep h icoeur cesa CustomsS 
Excise; Brewers and Licensed 
Retailers Association; Tobacco 
Alliance 

Graphics: MandyWhtson 
Rosoareh: Matthew Keethg 
Dan Atkinson writes for the 
(auardlan's City pages 


/^Guardian Subscriptbn Offer 






dteUAon 

forSlmv 


CmBiby 

Currency 

. 

Smontti 

Guanfian 

92096 

ifiscount 

Bmontti 

QiianBpH 

93096 

discaiint 

12 month 
GuanOan 
93596 
dbeeunt 


L 

218,400 

382,^ 

703,000 

France 

FR- 

750 

1,310 : 

2,410 

Gonnany 

DM 

237 

415 

764 

Svritzerfand 

SFr 

218 

.382 

703 

Beltfini 

- BFr 

. 4^ 

7.^ : 

14,060 

tMheriaiute 

R 

265 

465 

.855 

Sp^ . 

Pta 

15,600 

27,300 - 

50,200 

Sweden . 

SKr 

1,060. 

■ 1,8^' 

3,415 

Denmark 

DKr 

1,060 

1,860 

3,415 


of the 


and 


Eurapi^ 

and net oh^ 
wet deliver ypui- . 



•I 


on: 




counti^ 

410-iK227 or:8-friaa.ik-on; 
ih gefected aropestf] countries (see-tabte at left) 



yr-'.;.; i c ;/ 









12 


Tuesday December 8 1998 


Rnancial Editor: Alex Brummer 
Telephone: 01 71 -239 961 0 
Fax:0171-8334456 


FimnceOaar^San 


Bug bites Windows 98 


Notebook 


Microsoft prosecution 
case in disarray 


MartsTk^an in New York. 

ICROSOFT was 
yesterd^ fbrced 
to a dmi t Uiat its 
fla gship Win- 
dows 98 comput- 
er operating system contains 
ayear2QQ0b^. 

The warning came as one of 
the states fightii^ the software 
company in the l^dmarii anti- 
trust case announced that it 
was pulliDg ouL South Caroli- 
na’s move was a serious set- 
back to the US Justice 
DepartmenL Microsoft’s share 


price soared on hopes that 
more states may fbQow South 
Carolina's lead and withdraw 
from the l^al assatilt 

Charlie Condon. South Car- 
olina’s attorney general, said 
that he was dropping out of 
the case because the recent 
merger of America Online 
with Netscape, the Internet 
software company showed the 
market as competitive- The 
Ce^r^ government and 20 
states are suing Microsoft, ac- 
cusing it of abusing its posi- 
tion in operating systems. 

Microsoft said that the 2000 


hug posed no risk data loss 
or damage to personal onxi- 
puters. “Customers would be 
unlikely to encounter the is- 
sues during normal daily use 
of their computet;'’ the com- 
I panysald. 

Nevertheless, the admis- 
sion that Microsoft’s new sys- 
tem contains a gjitch must be 
an embarrassment fbr a prod- 
uct unveiled to such fonfkre a ' 
few months ago. 

’’Microsoft understands the 
critical nature of the year 
2000 issue and is eoms^tted to 
diligently testing prodncts 
arid promptly prodding Infbr- 
mation and solutions to its 
customers if issues arise,” 
said Rich Kaplan, director of i 
the platforms infrastructure . 
group at MicrosfrfL ’In the ' 
course of Microsoft’s testing 


eftbrts with Wfoidows 98, we 
have Identified and fixed these 
minor year 2000 problems." • 

The year 2000 hug is eqiect- 
ed to cost bOlloos of dollars as 
/■nmpaniafl coD&i^ ^ Soft- 
ware glitch that could paral- 
yse computers on January 1, 
2000. Many computers will 
conftise the year 2000 with 
1900 because of the way they 
have been prc^rammed with 
only tiie last two digits, which 
could lead tochaoe. 

The 10 ™n»nn customers 
who use Windows K m^bt 
have tbou^t they would be 
spued the MDlenniain Bug 
problem as the latest operat- 
ing system was flfnlcnfil at a 
tfane when Mierostdt engi- 
neers were wdQ aware of tihe 
issue. It will make a Windows 
98 update ava&ahle fiiat can be 


downloaded from the Web. 

Microsoft listed li problem 
areas, mostly connected to 
date dlqflays. Computer users 
xxil^t be mmre concemed if 
they use a softwsure pro- 
grainme called MlcFosoft T/U.- 
let Microsoft says that when 
entering credit card informcH 
t jo n in aaxiler versions of Mi- 
crosoft Wallet users must 
enter the monfti, div and year 
for eviration dates beyond 
2000. Otherwise Information 
may be processed incorrectly 

IiOorOSCA «*airtrmn Bill 
Gates welcomed South Caroli- 
na's decision on the legal case. 
He that he hopra other 
states would review the situa- 
tion. Microsoft disclosed that 
it had filed a motion seeking 
permission to discos docu- 
ments from AOL andNetse^ 


about their mezger and a side 
agreement . with Son MI- 
cnsystems, a software rival of 
MlcFOSoft's. Microsoft shares 
surged $S to 8132 K ineaiiy af- 
ternoon trading following. 
South Carolina’s decision. 

• Serna, the Anglo-Fkenrii 
computer group, has brought 
to an end IBM’s 30-year record 
as controller .of the iDforma- 
tion sy s tems for the Olympic 
Games, wrtle$ Niefiolas Ban- 
nister. 

■ The International Olynvic 
Gommitbee has awarded die 
contract tor the next tw o games 
and next two winter games to- 
Sema in a deal expected to be' 
worth more foan £130 million. 
Tbecomp^wiHlierespoDSi- 
bte for the information ss^tmns 
for the Qlynqiks to be hdd be- 
tween 2001 and 2008. 


Crude drops below SlO per barrel 
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Dan Atkinson 

and Terry Macalister 

O IL prices dropped 
below SlO a barrel yes- 
terday to 99.90. the low- 
est level in real terms since 
the eaiiy 1970s. The fall fos- 
tered fears that companies 
will pull out of the North Sea 
and transfer production to the 
deserts of the Middle East. 

The looming disintegration of 
the Organisation of Petrol- 
eum Exporting Countries 
(Opec). due to quota cheating 
and unseasonably warm 
weather in the US energy mar- 
ket, combined to depress the 


price into single figures for 
the first time since 1987. 

London’s International Pe- 
troleum Exchange (IPE) said 
the price benchmaik Brent for 
I January' delivery had col- 
lapsed by neariy 60 per cent 
since early 1996, when U was 
: about 823 a barrel. That was 
then considered an average 
price, gh'en that the West was 
just beginning to emerge from 
recession. 

.An early bounce in price 
was driven by the suggestion 
that Venezuela, with Iron an 
Opec quota cheater, w‘as to re- 
turn to the fold by sticking to 
its share of the inefiecthre 2.6 


million barrel a day cuts pack- 
age agre^ this year. Traders 
later decided there was little 
to support an optimistic 
stance. 

As the Brent price sank 
through the SlO-per-barrel 
floon fears grew that the in- 
dustiy would simply abandon 
the North Sea fields. 

The Anglo-Dutdi Shell con- 
firmed it ted held discussions 
with Iraq about the country’s 
exploration and development 
sector, whDe industry experts 
said vast swathes of the North 
Sea were now uneconomic 
and warned that operators 
would consider shutting down 


production if prices did not 
recover soon. 

*niere have been prriimi- 
nary with ttie ministry 
of oil in Ir^” a spoilsman 
said. “But Sh^ would consid- 
er doing business with Iraq 
only in accordance with the 
UN resolutions.” 

Negotiations are believed to 
centre on the Ratawl Odd, 125 
miles north of the souttern 
city of Basrah. It has a pro- 
duction c£q»clty of 250,000 
barrris a day and would cost 
81.3 billion to devriopi 

Oil companies such as 
Tbtal of France have been 
JosUlng to sign exploration 


and production deals with 
Raghriad, to begin after the 
lifting of the United Nations 
embai^) imposed after the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 

Low devdopment costs, re- 
serves second ably to Saudi 
Arabia and a transport infia- 
structure mate Iraq highly at- 
tractive. 

Alan Marshall, oil analyst 
with Robert Fleming Securi- 
ties, said: ’^e North Sea is 
now effectively loss-making. 
Companies like Lasmo need 
izrices at $13 to mate niuon^ 
l^t is wte its share price is 
half what it was.” 

Mr Marshall predicted that 


on companies would b^in to 
comber shutting down pro- 
ductLon. 

“It’s a big step to take, but if 
you believe the oil price is 
I heskling for 89 and going to 
I stay there. It could he a dec!- 
I sion.worth taking.” 

I Low oil prices have dam- 
aged the share prices of aU oH 
cmnpanles. 

The industry has reacted 
by cutting costs drastically 
and consolidating to keep 
afloat. Last week, i^rrnn and 
Mobil Mus Total and fetroFi- 
na tied up mergers^ following 
British Petroleum’s deal witb 
Amoca 


BAe confirms 
£1 4bn merger 
talks with Dasa 


Scots become world power 


DawdGow 

and Terry Macalister 

B ritisb Aerospace 

yesterday raised the 
prospect of an Immi- 
nent £14 billion merger 
with Germany's Dasa after 
confirming that it was in 
advanced negotiations with 
Other firms m-er the consol- 
idation of Europe's defence 
and aerospace industries. 

BAe insiders suggest that 
a deal with its German 
partner could be conci uded 
before Christmas but admit 
that it could bo derailed by 
stumbling blocks. GEC is 
also beiw mooted as a pos- 
sible partner. 

“BAe has been in dlscus- 
shms with other major in- 
dustry participants witb a 
view to progressing the 
consolidation of the 
European aerospace and 
defence industry 
“Certain discussions are 
now at a relatively ad- 
vanced stage. However, no 
dcfiiUdve agreements hare 
been reached,” BAe said. 

The company's shares 
closed up 3 per cent at Slip, 
while those in Daimici^ 
Chr>'5ler. Dasa's parent, 
also rose despite the British 
company’s rcftisai to name 


its would-be merger part- 
ner. City* analysts believe a 
BAe-Dasa deal is on the 
cards, but spfN:u!ate that it 
could be blown off course 
and replaced by an even 
bigger tie-up nith GEC. 

Last week Lord Simpson, 
GEC’s chief executive, said 
his company would soon 
announce its new strategic 
course, and admitted he 
was still in discussions 
vritfa BAe executi^'es over a 
posdbiG merger. 

A. B.Ae<GEC meiger 
would create an American- 
stylc company active in 
both building airframes 
and supplying bi-tech elec- 
tronics; a BAe-Dasa mar- 
riage would primarily 

make basic “platforms”. 

Eb\c is under pressure to 
conclude a deal with Dasa 
before Christmas in order 
to take advantage of 
German tax-breaks. 

It is also keen to lift its 
share price, which has 
slnmp^ because of foacs 
that the plunging oil price 
is undermining its key A1 
Yamamah defence contract 
with Saudi Arabia. This 
usually brings In £2 billion 
a year, but payments have 
been dolay^ because of the 
squeeze on Saudi revenues. 


David Gow 
Industrial Editor 

S COmSHPOWER. the 
aggressively expanding 
multi-utility yesterday 
propell^ itsrif into the world 
electricity super-league with a 
£13 billloD merger with Pacifi- 
Corp of the United States. Tbe 
merger; effectively a takeovei; 
is the first time a British com- 
pany has bought a US utility 
reversing a trend that until re- 
cently saw American power 
firms buying more tHaw half 
of the regional companies in 
England and V^des. 

But under the all-paper deal 
that will give ScottishPower 
shareholders 64 per cent (X* 
the new group, tte Glasgow- 
based Utility Is paying a hefty 
$1.2 bilHon (£^ million) pre- 


, mium to break into the Amer- 
ican market, where it will 
' gain 1.4 rniOicn customers in 
six states. 

Ian RusseU, ScottishPow- 
Sr's deputy-diief executive 
and fingfirg director, insisted 
that the enlarged group would 
: make annual cost-aarings of 
i $200 million a year and recoup 
the premium in Ove years. 

This foiled to Ingress the 
markets, with ScottishPower 
shares in London marired 
down 66p, or nearly 10 per 
I cent, partly on a bout of pnS- 
I it-takii^ once its target be- 
' came clean 

llie group has been tbe sub- 
ject of much bid speculation 
in recent months, even with 
the foilure folks with Florl- 
, da FEOgeeas and Cinergy two 
I other US utilities. 


jCiffe/QdLc 



Smne City analysts took 
fright at tbe cegul^ory hur- 
dles ScottishPower wOi have 


to jump in the US, notably In 
the fire states — Oregon, 
Utah, Wyoming, Idaho and 
Washington — where Paeifi- 
Corp is active. The group has 
also to convince fodmtd regu- 
lators that its takeover does 
not contravene a 1935 Act bau- 
ntog foreign ownership. 

Ru^ell dismissed tiiese 
fears,.clauning that he al- 
ready held three _meetii@ 
with the Securities and Exr 
rhanga COmmlSSlOlL It WaS a 

myth to believe that foreign 

firms were bann^ from own- 
ir^ ns utilities and 10 per cent 
of ScotiishPower’s sharehold- 
ers were already American. 

Dick O’Brien, PaciflCorp’s 
diief operating officer, said 
dearance should be gl^ by 
oextOctnberasSoobtisbPow- 
er owns no assets In the US. 


British Airways warns of rougher ride 


Chris Barrie 

B ritish Airways’ em- 
ployees were warned 
last night that the air- 
line industry was iteing the 
worst business conditions 
since the Gulf wac 
In one of the bleakest as- 
sessments to date of the eco- 
nomic climate. BA directors 
told their 80,000 staff that the 
company faced “exceptionally 
tou^ trading conditions”. 

Tbe executives, includii^ 


chief executive Robert Ayllng, 
said that staff must s^ more 
first and business dasa tickets 
if BA was to defend its share 
of premium rate tickets, cru- 
cial if tbe airline is to nmliv 
tain yield. 

The terse warning came in 
the form of a written state- 
ment to employees in the com- 
pany newspapec Mr Aylii^s 
worte were seized upon in ^ 
City where Investors took 
them as evidence that tbe air- 
line was experiencii^ harsher 


conditions. BA shares fell K2 
per cent to closeat373p. 

test week BA warned in- 
vestors that business class 
travel had follan in November 
for the aeoood month. Trav- 
ellers are flyi^ economy 
rather than business or busi- 
ness rather fiian first to save 
hard-pressed budgets. The 
trend is hitting' BA's strategy 
of building its share of “front- 
end" passengers vtiio pay pre- 
mium rates. 

Tbe alriine stressed last 


ni^t that it was in a better po- 
sition to cope with economic 
turbulence than most rivals, 
havingalready cut costs. 

A spokesman added that 
BAh porchasing strategy was 
alrea^ aimed at tougher 
Hmas- .The airline was buying 
smaller airerafL. 

BA’s vulnerability stmns 
from its dependence on Asia. 
The alriine mates more than 
20 per cent of Its operating 
pre^ from the financially 
troubled regioa. 


ScottishPower 
in a US quagmire 



Black gold ... A colmnn of flames and smoke signals not a disaster bat a strlice at California’s Eem oil field, the fourth largest in the US. The 200ft plume of oil and gas has been 
burning since November 23 when a blow-out sent 17 drillers running for safety Analysts predict the well will be a sfomificant discovery photograph: bob CHmana 

Sinking oil price ignites North Sea burn-out fears 


Alex Brummer 


T he NATURAL teidency 
to be excited because a 
large UK group is mak- 
ing an ovmaeas takeover 
should be suppressed in the 
case of. ScottishPower's 
£4.7 billion move on Padfi- 
Corp. ft may seem sweet re- 
venge wm* after the US assault 
on regUmal deebneity compa- 
res — the traffic i<ag now 
moved in the onioshe direc- 
tion. Bnt then <me has to gues- 
tionwtqi 

fii mudi'the same way as 
the US assault on Britain was 
partly driven by tbe invest- 
ment tenkbig comnumlly — 
kxddng for advisory fees 
as wril as axxangefDent corn- 
miisiiaia for the finance — 
(me suspects tile reverse pro- 
cedure is bunt on much tiie 
same motivations. These deals 
are less about industrial logic 

anri more about ftwanffial cm- 

gineerlng. 

Certainly ScottishPbw^ 

haa d *^*^* ^ ^* ^****! that it 

rah • pHHtifta wen, as its man- 
agonent of Manweb and 
Southern Vfoter has demon- 
strated. It also has shown 
skDls in developing new wired 
teduiologle& — these poten- 
tfo^ can be better leveraged 
tiuxM:^ Demon, Its internet 
pnivi^ But movtog its man- 
agEHnent, branding and other 
skills to the Pacific Ncatii-weet 
is a different task mtirely 
Tbe room improvement 

is there. Despite the premium 
being paid on market price 
(21 per cent cm Friday night*?; 
close) PaeffiCorp is ranked 
66th among the US utilities in 
terms of eSlcieiu? Loads of 
room for improvement there. 
But there are consider- 

able prohLems. Managing a 
power company across tiie 
boundaries of five US states, 
each with its own r^ulatory 
arrangements, consumer ac- 
tivists, enviroDm^fol cam- 
paigners. state laws and 
repdatimis. not to mention 
federal overaiiht It is tbe 
irinri of nightmare wbirii only 
tile bravest of executives 


UK utility markets, domestic 
companies'win be stuck in tbe 
same kind of quaghiire that 
our banks txace- oct^ied in 
North America. Business will 
not be made any easier by foe 
foil in the oft price (see below) 
which could make some of the 
coal assets whirii Scottish- 
Power takea on look less eco- 
nioroie.Thisisadealtoofai: 

Deflation pointers 

T he drop in tbe price fo 
Brent crude oil to below 
SlOa-barrM might he 
thou^t fo as a cause of cele- 
bratira — after all it aignaia 
the death of inflation. But not 
a bit of it AlCbougli some of 
the decline can be attributed 
to production advances the 
gLut is la^dy a demand i«ob- 
lem. With many Asian 
economies barely growing 
and Japan — one of the 
bi^est users of hoported oQ 
— in -deep recession, demand 

Is pinnging ghA matters wlD' 
get worse. Those countries de- 
pendoit on oil siin^ to pay 
their bills — from Mexico to 
Russia — win find themselves 
In. a downward spiral of lower 
revenues, worsimlng haien^ 
of payments, foiling livlhg 
standards and eventually the 
need to cut pay levids. 

Efforts to prop up foe price, 
thidn^ Opecetyle produc- 
tkm deals, have proved inef- 
fiMfoial because .ctf' the la^ 
volume of supplies outside 
Opec control and tbe despera- 
timi in some Middle-East 
countries to keep production 
up in the fooe of dfEQcult eco- 
nomic decisions. 

So whsA win be the conse- 
quence in tbe Wek? The first 
f ^e* . is to remove the infla- 
tiosoary threat trom commodity 
pric^ whkh allows Western 
countries' to bring down inter- 
est rates: this will no doubt be a 
foctor for foe monetary policy 
committee which starts met- 
ing tcHnomm 

Indications are that oD de- 
mand could ton fl g nin as West- 
ern economies slow The latest 
data from Germany shows pan- 
German coders foiling by Z.S 
per cent hi the DE. manufoc- 
turingoutputfdl 2.6 per o«Dt in 
the thrre jmonths to October, on 
an annualised b^ls. And the 
world's most profitable aiiiine, 
BA, is reporting the worst busi- 
ness conditions since tbe Golf 
wac If recession is to be bead- 
ed pff at the pass ewm more ag- 
gressive Interest rate cots will 
he necessary 
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GKN fights the 
downturn with 
£335m US deal 


Itevy pfcMtaUgto. - outers, will shortly com- 

menoeatenderctfferforaUof 

G ]QJ, the engineering the outstanding shares at 
groups yesterday took a $7.35 (£4.40) a share, bavlngal- 
blg st^ .into North ready won support from First 
America, unveiling a £335 mil- Chicago Equity Corporation, 
lion plan to purchase Intm^ which holds a 25 per cent 
late Corp, which has a stake In Xateziate 

powder metals and Tte US group has three 
aerospace parts burines. main businesses: tbe Hoe- 
GEN bdieves ft can shrug ganaes Corporation, a leading 
cB the efiects of a ioomli^ hupplier of ferrous powdered 
downturn in car manufoctur- metals; Chem-tronics, which 
Ing by investing in powder produces lightwei^t parts for 
metals, a cbeap but effective aerospace angtnof^ and hiter- 
'al tem ^etothflforgedinetal late Material ifawiiing , the 
used for car components. market leader in pallet and 
Chief executive OE Chow racking s^tems. 
said the deal was “an impor- Tbe GKN diief emeutive 
tant stop tbrward’’ for GEN’S said the rest of its businesses 
decision to expand fcam the were performing satisfoctori- 
three main divisions d* pow^ ly and that he was confident of 
der metals, ajerbspaoe and in- progress to 1999 — partieolar- 
dustrial services. ly in aerospace and industrial 

GEN will also take on services, a downturn Of up to 
£177 mffliai of interiate’s 4ptfceoL 
debt Tte British enginaei: Mr Chow said the recent ar- 
whose products range 'from moured car tie-up with Alvis 
car parts to Westland heU- had made a good start 
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The Guardian Tuesday December 8 1998 

Racing 

Chris Hawkins takes an in-depth look at a problem that is making the industry distinctly unstable 

Going gets harderforthefoot soldiers 


A S TEIE Stable Lads' 
Association ap* 
pro^ annual n^o- 
tiatkms over pay and 
conditions with the Natioiial 
nainers FMeration. BQl Ad* 
ams, secretary of the SLA. 

warns of a crisis shnatioa be- 
cause overworking. 

‘^he industry is lunging 
into crisis," said Adams. "Ex- 
perienced staS are quitting 
becanse Ibwer youngsters are 
coming Into racing or staying 
and th^ are having to look 
after too many horses. 

"Fay rates in the industry 
are above the Govenrment 
minfmtnn hourly rate, but the 
real problem which is not 
bmng addressed is the ratio of 
horses to staff. 

VThere are about 12.500 
horses in trahung and about 
2,500 stable lads. That’s a 
ratio of 5-1. 

"We say 4-1 should be a 
maTTinmn, but tOp ysuds in 
Newnuffhet and Lamboom 
and some others matntain a 
ratio of S-L" 

Adams wants a closer in- 
spection of yards by the 
Jockey Club which has finir 
inspectors who visit the 600 
or so training establishments 
mainly fw health and safety 
cbe(k& 

"Inspectors make appoint- 
ments and warn trainers 
are coming," complained Ad- 
ams. "We need more spot 
checks to see if staff are being 
overworked. Owners should 
also find out what the ratio is 
befoce.placing a horse with a 
trainer." 

John Maxse, speaking ibr 
the Jockey Club, said: "We 
have baH no com- 

plaint over ratios from the 
SLA. Our inspection staff is 
free to repc^ on anything 
thaf may concern tbgm in a 

yai^ 

"If Bill Adams provides spe- 
cific conq>laints they will be 
investigated promptly." 

One of the root sources of 
the probhsns in stable yards 
is the lack of streigth oT the 
Associatioh caused by apathy 



Checkmate. . . Dream On Me (centre) finds the better torn offoot to score at LiagGeld yesterday 


among potential members or 
discouragement by 
employers. 

Many of the complaints 
come fton non-SLA members 
b^use some trainers will 
employ union staff 
Maltoa in Yorkshire is said to 
be the worst in this respect 
Adams ovpiaiwoH- “Malton 
had only one SLA member, 
but be bas gone now because 
(ff his commitment to the 


Association. We are not and 
never will be a militant trade 
union as everyone knows full 
welL 

"In Newmarket and lAm- 
bourn the situation is differ- 
ent Top trainers are trilling 
to collect the 60p a week sub* 
scription to the SLA because 
they realise that their success 
depends on a skilftil 
happy workforce.” 

"We aren't seeking a dosed 


shop, but we wish other train- 
ers would accept we are here 
to help them to Improve stim- 
dards and create a succ^s^ 
industry to everyone’s 
benefit" 

-Although pay rates in rac- 
ing have Improved in remit 
years — CTlass A staff earn an 
average £126 for a 4abour 
wedE ~ they stfll lag behind 
most manual or fectoiy jobs. 

In Malton. fbr insfence, the 
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main employer is a bacon fac- 
tory — which is one of the 
laigest In Europe — where 
basic rates are £250 fbr a 40- 
hour week. 

Trainers argue that poor 
prlaemoney levels are respon- 
ible for the relative poverty of 
tbe industry and there is 
much in this. 

The popular portrayal of 
the rich owner profening the 
b^gtng bowl asking the Go- 


Fontwell 
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vennent for a greater share of 
betting revenue is often ridi- 
culed. but such a response in- 
dicates a basic misunder- 
standing of the problem. 

Only when there is suffi- 
cient priaamoney to make 
owning racehorses a viable 
proposition win stable staff be 
paid a rate which allows the 
industry to compete with out- 
side Jobs anti keep quality 
employees. 
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Doubt over Sedgefield 


F rost threatens today’s 
meeting at Sedgefield 
where there will be a 7.30 in- 
spectioo tMfi morning. 

HAvham also 1 d the grip of 
the cold, will hold a precau- 


tionary inspection at 2J0pm 
today to determine if tomor^ 
row's meeting can go ahead. 

Yesterday’s meeung at Fa- 
kenham was ^landoned dne 
to snow. 


The wheels have 
(XMTTie off for France’s 
hero, writes William 
Fotheringham 

R ichard Virenque'& 
phenomenal pupuLir- 
ity in France was 
larcely bom of tele\'i- 
sioa's need to create Tour Je 
Prance stars. This July, how- 
ever. tbe soap opera in which 
Vironque had starred for six 
years turned into cvYling's 
worst drugs scandal, but it 
was still only appropriate 
that bis retirement was an- 
nounced live on teles'ision. 

Tbe (act that it was Viren- 
que’s brother Lionel, who has 
been in charge of finding him 
a place In a team for next 
year, who broke the news, has 
led to speculation that the 
move is a bluff aimed .it 
shocking a team sponsor into 
backing France's most popu- 
lar cyclist. Virenque has no 
backer for neset season, none 
is likely to come forward. 

His final shot urns aimed at 
heart strings as well as purse 
strings. “1 w'ould like to apolo- 
gise to the fans. I would like 
to continue to make >*00 
dream, but 1 am not being 
given tile chance.'' he said. 

VixRoque's lawyer. Gilbert 
CbOard. added that his client 
"is a chap who functions 
wholly on friendship, and he 
cannot live with the feeling 
that he is considered a liar". 

The declaration has 
shocked the wider French 
public who have not followed 
the finer contortions of the 
Festina scandal as it has un- 
folded since July 8. Virenque 
will take on the status of a 
martyr for the public who 
have lined tbe roads of 
Prance each July waving 
flags and banners bearing his 
name. 


Sedgefield 


Next year tbe banners will 
ask. ns they did last July afler 
he and (be Festina tiMm were 
thrown off the race: why Vir- 
enqup and not the uihenf.’ 

The answer to that quistinn 
is that Vurnniie h-ts chosen 
the wrong course of .ictiun 
since the sc.-indal broke, when 
the car c.irrying the Kostina 
team's drugs to the start of 
the Tour w:ls stopped by cus- 
toms on the Franco-Bi‘lgLin 
border. His line has been con- 
sistent: he Ls a victim, the af- 
fair is a plot, ho has never 
taken drugs- 

Virenque has seemed in- 
creasingly isolated a.s leum- 
males and team helpers have 
confessed one by one to usini; 
or providing the drugs. He 
has always lH>en criticised by 
his fellow cycILsts fur helviv- 
ing as if the Tour Ue l^aniv Ls 
his personal nefdom. 

That .'irrogance turned into 
a deluded state of mind that 
was cruelty mucked by 
Finnce's satirical teievisitm 
show Lcs (,'24077015. Their Vir- 
enque puppet luis s4.‘Vi‘r.U sy- 
ringes sticking out uf his 
body, but he maintains dial 
they have put in “withiiul his 
knouiiHlite by hLs nirn free 
wiU" which iterfertly ,*i)ies the 
incongruity of his liefence. 

'nils went Imyond lAirodv 
last week when. h.iving Iweii 
told by the prosecutor investJ- 
enting the Fuslina cilsp that 
lab tests shnn'ed he took 
drugs. Virenque staled, "My 
name has been cleared". 

Virenque won only 12 races 
in his eight-year career and 
focussed his effort.^ largely on 
the Tour, taking four straight 
wins in the King of the Moun- 
tains prize. 

For the French public Vir- 
enque equalled the Tour. The 
link was symbolised when he 
received a Qralemal hug fr^sm 
the race director. Jean-Marie 
Leblaoc. the morning after he 
had been thrown off the race 
over tbe drugs aUegatlons. 
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Football 

Prmiership 

Sheffield Wednesd^ 3 Nottingham Forest 2 

Carbone 
settles 
it at the 
double 

and Dave Bassett approachi^ 
last night’s match with an in- 
sistance that the season has 
not brought Its rightful 
rewards. 

As it was, It tocdE the Swede 
Niclas Alesanderssoo 21 min- 
utes to draw first blood tbr 
Wednsday with his third goal 
of the seascm. A fbrtni^ ago 
he had attracted attention by 
scoring twice against Man- 
chester United: last night he 
went totally unobserved — by 
the Forest de&nce at least — as 
be strolled in unmaEimd at the 
fhr post to bead in Carbone's 
right-wing cross. 

Wednes^ had been ^ged 
cn by Forest’s initial uncer- 
tainty. Two cfSMts by Feher 
Radi went astray, first a 
headn: from six yards after 
Andy HinChlifib’s Quick comer 
cau^ Forest unawares fid- 


DawM Hoppe 


T here are only 16 
shopping days to 
Christmas and Not- 
tingham Forest's 
reluctant striker Pierre van 
HboUdook must be wondering 
how much iKxiger his side’s 
Premiership recession will last 
before they are forced to (^r 
him at bargain price. 

Thirteen wiatrhw; without a 
Premiership win su^ests that 
something at Fmest must soon 
give, and even Van Hoojj- 
doalfs goal 20 minutes from 
time foiled to prevent a Shef- 
• field Wednesday victory which 
moved them seven points ctear 
of the rdtegation poffiHnne 
Fbofoan managers are noth- 
ing if not emer is in sdf-delu- 
sicm which Danny Wflscm 



Beyond reach. . .Forests goalkeeper Dave Beasant is beaten by Niclas Alexanderssonhfiu^posthesuler that gave SbdBald Wednesday the lead last nl^t photograph: Rossioroiim 


lowed by a deflected shot made 
possible by an InveiUlve flick 
by Carbone friat was <jutte out 
of kflter with an impoverished 
first 15 minutes. 

However Forest mi^ have 
shden the lead soon after- 
wards. Wldte Kevin Pceseman 
recovers from a strained thijgb, 
Wednesday's goal 1$ being 
tended by the more l^t- 
wei^t figure of Pavd Smicek. 


atthough at first glance the 
Czech looks substantially 
wider. 

Smioek needed to be at his 
liveliest to save a low shot 
from Alan Rogers but a little 
extra flesh has its advantages 

COT ti danV awd fthiBy 

he punched away stral^t- 
forward shots from Andy 
Johnscm and Chris Bart-WQ- 
Tiamg as If he could not extend 


his fingere without the aid of a 
pair of pliers. 

Twdve minutes into the 
second halC Wednesday's vie- 
tmy looked an but assured. 
Carbone provided two diA 
goals igwihin five minutes — ' 
his first in the KemSership 
this seascm — and although 
Tbierry Bonalair responded in 
between for Fmreet, a 3-1 lead 
appeared ccxnfortable. 


Carbone, allowed. a rbvizig 
role flimtggidft An^ Booth, 
eluded the Forest defonce 
domi the light and Mt in turn. 
His first go^ 52 minutes, 
was a hisdous ch^ over Bear 
sank his second, cnitting in 
from the Uft wifii raths* more 
devil, putted gently across 1be 
goeOceaper into file for comer. 

Fckeet^s goal was commem- 
piara hy (xanparisoo, Bonalair 


ga*riwg ahaaH of Kudi and : 

TDndKJife at the for post to.i 
turn InRogersTUfbwing cross.' ' 

Piene van Hoc^idonk had 
been a largtSy per^ihefal fig- 
ure^ occasionally showing po- 
lite displeesure wifii his team- 
mates limitations. But he 
r amaina a W gtw^aaa Striker 

and when a deflected Aot fm 
conveniently into his path 
after 70 minutee his efficient 


finish ensured fiiat Wednesday 
would foce a sterner examina- 
tkm " iTBrn might have 
imagteed. 

W — Wi^MMtav {4-4-2}; Smieafc 
ABMrlsn, Emerson, Iwker. Hlncftema: 
Alsxenderseon, Jonk, Senner, RtKlf 
ffirlseae, TVmnV: Carborw (Stetono>^ 00). 
Booth. 

■MUbsIMb Pmot (S-S-S). Baasanl: 
l^sMo, CheltlB. Armstrong (Gray, 69: 
Bonalair, JatuBon, QuaaMo iGammill, C). 
Bart-Wlillanie, Regers: Darehawllie 
(Haramra. 78).' Van HooDdonh. 

RaSmsi R Hams (Ctdbfd) 



Wenger will put 
pen to contract 


Itarlln Thorpe 


A rSENE WENGER has 
finally promised to sign 
a new Higtfouiy con- 
tract today, seven monfiis after 
' it was first put in front of him. 
The Arsenal manager’s deci- 
sion will bring some relief to 
the Double winners as fitey fly 
to Greece wltliout 13 first-team 
players, fiirough injury and 
suspension, for their final 
Champions League tie against 
Panathinaikos. 

Wenger’s delay over s^ning 
on for a furtb^ four years 
prampCed damaging specula- 
tion and encour^ed Real Ma- 
drid to show an interesL But 
..yesterday Wenger insisted: *it 
win deflnltdy be dixie tomor- 
row. BasicaDy it is already 
done because Fve given my 
word and that la more impoiv 
tant than my signature. But 
now it is 100 per cent” 

There were su^estlons that 
Wenger delayed signing be- 
cause of fears that the dub 
would be sold and the manag- 
er’s ability to run the team as 
he saw fit taken away. 

In Athens. Wenger must put 
together a team in a meaning- 
less match for Arsenal, who 
blew their chances of a quar- 
ter-final place after loslzig at 
home to Lens two weeks ago, 
but one which will have a 
bearing on which other team 
goes through. 

Yesterday Marc Overmars 
was ruled out with a groin in- 
jury. joining a casualty list 
fiiat Includes Dennis Berg- 
kamp. Tony Adams. Patrick 
Vieira, Emmanuel fttit and 
Nigel Wioterbura. Lee Dixon 
and Ray Parlour are also miss- 


ing through bans whereas 
Martin Eeown and Remi 
Garde have groin strains, 
though both wifi travel 

Wenger wni almost certainly 
call on youn^tefs such as 
Matthew Upson, AlbdDo Ufon- 
dez, Luis Boa Morte and David 
(kundin before filling his sub- 
stitutes’ bemfo with untried 
teens^ers suefo as Gr^ Idn- 
coln. OmdT Riza, Paolo Ver- 
nazza and the brothers 
Michael and Tmnmy Black. 

In the rnpantimi^ Arsenal 
have signed 'Berkovic: not the 
West Ham forward Eyal but 
his brother Nir. The Berkovic 
family have reached an agree- 
ment with Arsenal’s 'vice- 
chairman David Dein vmder 
which the l6-year-<M wjDDl 
play as a schoolboy for two 
years from next montb- 

Blackburn Rovers' new 
manager Brian Eidd opwed 
the door for Brian McClair to 
become his assistant when he 
sacked the Grst-team coach 
Derek Faoackerley. McClair 
is expected to be in place be- 
fore Saturday's home game 
with Newcastle. 

The Coventry chairman 
Bryan Richardson could face 
a Football Association mis- 
conduct cbai^ over his ver- 
bal attack on the referee Steve 
Dunn after Saturday's defeat 
at Wimbledon. Dunn has in- 
cluded Richardson’s com- 
ments in Us report . 

Coventry’s manager Gor- 
don Straeban said: “In my 25 
years in the game I have 
never known a chairman go 
into a referee's room before. 
My chainsan did that and Fd 
back him up. He was an angry 
man. Things happened that 
were not punished." 
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Champloiis League, Group D: Manchester United v Bayern Munich 


Positive Hitzfeld plans Munich putsch 


Ulrich Hesse-Liditenberger on why 

“Hollywood FC” are no longer star-struck 


T he Eaiser looked 
ashoi. "This may be 
tantamount to an early 
exit," he said. "Now we 
have to win all of our remain- 
ing games.” Then words 
foiled even the compulsive 
talker Ftanz Beckenbauer. 

Bayern Munich’s president 
bad just seen his tpam throw 
away fleir r^ioung Chamin- 
ons League game in Copenha- 
gai on September 16. conced- 
ing two gc»l5 in file last three 
minutes to lose 2-1 to ftnodby. 

'Ihat dtfeat was so bard to 
take because the Bayern tradi- 
tion does not allow for them to 
be beaten by smaller clubs. 
Beckenbauer has diqiaraged 
Burope’s lesser lights so much 
that one newspaper reemUy 


called him “the man who 
maltes a grimace whenever he 
has to say Trondheim’ ’’. 

Furthermore the Champi- 
ons League has become 
Bayern's Holy Grail because, 
although they consider themr 
selves amoi^ the Continent's 
elite, they have not won the 
top dub prize since lifting the 
European Cup three tim^ in 
a row In the ndd-Seventies. 
They claimed the Uda Cup in 
1996, but only after Becken- 
bauer bad dubbed It the "Iais- 
ers'Cup". 

The manner in which they 
lost to Brondby was symptom- 
atic of Bayern’s problems in 
the Nineties. They regularly 
assembled a great squad only 
for arrogance, indiscipline 


and intemal fends to ruin 
everything. 

Beckenbauer's constant* 
second-guessing of his coadies 
and Lofiiar Matthaus's loose 
t(»gue — in 1966, be even chal- 
lenged his then teanHnate Jfliv 
gen EUnacnann to a ‘TV-duel’^ 
— created a circus atmosphexe 
that earned Bayern the nidc- 
name “Hoflywood FCT and 
gave blrUi to the saying: ‘The 
team that will stop Bajfem are 
Bayern fimnsetves." 

Bat Brondby proved a 
nUnor setbadr Bayern 
have been unbeaten in the 
Cbampions Tjessae since, de- 
nting Barcelona twice. Now 
Bayern need only a draw 
against Manchester United at 
Old Trafford tomorrow to 
reach the quarter-finals. 

That things have been dif- 
ferent this season is down to 
the arrival as coach of Ottmar 
Hitzfeld. who guided Borussia 


Uefa Cup third round, second leg 


Li verpex)! (1 ) v Celta Vigo (3) 

Houllier still positive 


Ian Ross 


L iverpool may dis- 
cover to their cost this 
evening that a team 
most rues its inability to mas- 
ter the mundane wluai imr 
probable victory beckons. 

Despite bei^ outplayed — 
comprehensively so — by 
Celta Vigo in Spain a fort- 
night ago. the Merseysiders 
still believe themselves to be 
capable of edging tlunugh 
Into tbe last ei^t of this sea- 
son's Uefa Cup. 

They trail 3-1 and yester 
day the telle around Anfield 
was admirably defiant, em- 
bracing the predictable 
themes of a gung-ho attack, 
stout resistance and, of 
course, that most necessary 
smattering of outrageous 
good fortune which so crflen 
settles ties such as these. 


The Liveiijooi manager 
rard Houllier is adamant that 
his team can score sufficient 
goals to confound logic and 
with players like Michael 
Owen, Robbie Fbwler and Pa- 
trik Berger available to him it 
is an argument that would 
hold champagne never mind 
water. 

But the question is, can 
Liveniool possibly negotiate 
90 minutes without conceding 
the away go^ which would, 
presumably, see an already 
difficult task move into the 
Mission Impossible category. 

The statistics suggest that 
Vigo’s free-running forwards 
will score at. least once which 
would leave HouUier’s boys 
needing a hatfUl at the other 
end. “We are in a bad spell: at 
the moment we are low pro- 
file," conceded HouHier. "If 
we can get through this it will 
be one of this club's beet per- 


Wise banned for three games 
after his third sending-off 


T he Football Association 
has confirmed that Chel- 
sea's captein Dennis Wise 
will be banned for three 
matches after Ms senctii^- 
off at Eveilon last 
Saturday. 

Steve Double, tbe FA 
spokesman, said Wise had 
been given a mandatory 
ooe-game sospensaon after 
being sent off at Goodison 
Park for two bookable of- 
fences, pins a ftarther two- 
game punishment because 
it was his third red nrd 
since summer. 

The ban takes in the 
home game with Xoflan* 
ham on December 19, tte 
trip to ^uthampton on 
Boxing Day and the visit of 
Manchester United three 
days later and takes the 
total nomber of games Wise 
has missed throng suspen- 
sions this season to 10. 

Wise was sent off In a pre- 
season game, which meant 
he started the campaign 
with a three-match ban and 
received another fonr 
punes after being sent off 
in a Worthington Cup tie 
with Aston Villa. 

He had only just returned 
from that pnnishment and 
his two clumsy chzdlenges. 


on Danny Cadamarterl and 
then on Marco Materazzi, 
have landed him in more 
hot water. 

Chelsea's manager Glan- 
Inca Vialli was careful with 
his words after the game 
but was aware that Wise 
had gone into print on Sat- 
urday morning saying he 
••couldn’t chan^ hte s^le" 
and “there would be no 

more Mr Nice Guy” after 
his earlier promise not to 
be sent off again. 

The RepMilic of Ireland 
will play Paraguay in Dub- 
lin on February 10 in a 
warm-up friendly for their 
ne:ct Boro 2000 qualifier 
away to Macedonia six 
weeks later. 

Mick McCarthy's side 
will also entertain Sweden 
on April 28 and will then 
meet Northern Ireland, 
also in Dublin, on May 29 
tai aid of victims of tbe 
Onugh bomb tragedy ear^ 
lier thl« year. 

Provisional trips to 
Poland on August 18 and 
Denmazk on October 9 are 
being n^tiated to take 
place either side of Septem- 
ber’s potentiaUy detisive 
Euro 2000 qualifiers away 
to Croatia and Malta. 


formances for some consider- 
able time." 

liie feet that HouHier has 
spent the vast majority of his 
waiting hours scouring the 
globe for defenders would 
aufisest that be knows where 
his priorities lie. BuL tmUght, 
Liverpool’s rearguard will 
boast the ftunillar, imraliable 
components. 

‘1 shall start with five at 
the back because we look 
more comfortable with that 
formation,” said Houllier. 
“However. E as I eq)ect, Vigo 
come to d^bnd, I shall change 
things around." 

The most persuasive argu- 
ment for a comfortable Span- 
ish victory will come shMtly 
before kick-off in the shape of 
the Liverpool team sheet. 
There will be xk> Paul Inee, no 
Steve McManaman, no Jamie 
Redknapp and no Vegard 
Heggem — an suspended. 


Results 


Football 

PA CARUNO PfagMERSMP 


•3(1)3 
AiaxaiKtaraian S2 
Cortona S3. 56 
19391 


3 

56 

Hooljiienk TO 


PA TROPim 

LiMoirt IM 7 KMOennlnoiar 
pm* RoOweii Tn v Hendon. 

HodRMind 1 TeHnid 1. 

UAGUn Piwli Gh 

lolen- Waymoulh 6 Oioiioeoior 0 3; 
Womstef C 0 Both C 3. 

HJW TCUkIHS PUWMiT TROPHVa 
Soeoad mi* Cmnncoe 7 Oldhiin Tn X 
PowT iw e mom noiiNM' ew oiora 
Biaekbum i Simtoiiand 1: McaoMr 3 
Owbr 8. TIM DMilan PootPOPnO Cv- 
ma V Hordopoal. 

AVON INSUIUNea eOMBIMATieill 
•M OtaMMK CheMB 1 0PR 0: MUMIU 
1 SMindon 3. 

Golf 

weniji munuwos (us uninn atusd): 
1. T woods ISmplK a M 014ein 10.43; 
3, D Duval 9.67: 4, p La*o )R 6.43; s. E Eln 
(SA) 9.16: & N Prlea (Zin) BSa 7. C Moi*. 
gometia (G^ BVl: bT L WMwood (QB) 
&B5; 9. V Slntf (HO asi; 10. P Miekolson 
7.76: II. F Coupla TJO: 12. J Fink rSK 
13. M OsaU (Japan) 6.77: 14, J nimsva 
(S«ra} 6.47; 16. J iMnerd G.4ft 1& S Elk- 
ingion (Au») 6.16; 17, 0 Cla7li3 (CB) 6.72; 
18. G Norman (AuS) SS&; IS, B Won 6.31: 
30. S HOCK six Othor MHoiR 37. 1 iwa*. 
nam (ffalesi 144: 57. N Pmoo (Eng) 2.70: 
66. A SoHari (8001) a«; 8? f> BoMr (Eng) 
1.7S. 

JC PSHHIV CLAteir (Ppbn HaiSor, 
na)- twifcg CM at wa ai SSS M Mo)- 
tonia paa 61 . 66. 66. 62. see R Heowrta^ 
lon/R MedM 63. 66. 62. 09. 333 C Nllo- 
marue Perrx 63. 66. 66. 66. see O 
PapporU Sluman 67. 68. 65. «; H AITreda, 
ean« Andress 86, 67, 64. 67; D E^liig/P 
ZoNlor M. 68. 64. 69. 364 M MeNunaraAS 
Day 69. 68. 6S. 62: P Hmus MoCarrnn 68, 
68. 64. 68: K TutNBWfe Jom 64. 63. 68. 
66; C JohnaonrS Lowary 64, 62, 65. TE M 
RpdmanTS KondaH 6ft 67. 62, 66. SM 0 
Ca»slanos« Hart 66. 66. 68. 69; So n Paid 



Dortmimd to the Chanmfeus 
League in 1997. He has man- 
aged to control the (dub’s hot- 
headed stars and in response 
to bis policy of mairing rou- 
tine chaises to rest players, 
not even Matthaus has (^ed 
the tabloids in protest at 
being left on the bentdL 
They made a good start in 
the league — fliey are neck 
and neck with Bayer Lever- 
kusen at file top after drawing 


Arrogance, 
indiscipline 
and feuds have 
often ruined 
everything 
for Bayern 


2-2 at Bochum on Friday — 
by playing uncharacteristaUy 
attecldng fooQialL 
The d^dh of fouelr sqnad has 
been a key fector in fli^ 
Champkns t^gm* progress. 
For example, Alexaniler 

7irlr)g!r Waoan 

zic, whose goals earned the 2-1 
win at the Nou Cany) after 
Barcdcma had taken file lead, 
are not first-team regulars. Not 
that- many are uncto 
apart frera Oliver Kahn in 
go^ Matthaus at sweeper, Ste- 
fan Rffimhw g in miifflrifl ftnrt 

the Brazilian striker Giovane 
£3ber- 

However Matthdus and Ef- 
fenberg are brittle links in this 
chain. At 37 the veteran tonner 
(German is hi g hl y vul- 

nerable to pace, whDe file tern- 
peramental midfipMar has a 
to suDc in the feoe of 
adversity. 

Bayern can create atoimous 


p rosau i c through the French 
Wcxld Cup winning wing-badk 
Bixente Lizarazu and Mario 

ttador down the flAnIfi anri Wf - 

fenberg flirou^ the middle, 
but if etfiier of ihe latter two 
have one of their frequent off- 
days it leaves the strike force 
inlimbo. '' ' 

Bayern are over-reliant ou 
the aUack because deface is 
their Achilles' heel They may 
have conceded ordy 13 goals in 
15 league games, but that is al- 
most entirely down to Khan's 
goaike^ing. Because of tbe de- 
fensive shortcomings tbe ball- 
winning abilities of the mid- 
flelder Jens Jerranies wfll be 
vital to fiteir chances at 'Qld 
Trafford. * 

Althou^ Bayern have foiled 
to win any ctf their last three 
away games that has not 
dampened their confidence. 
“We wont play for a draw at 
Manchester.” said Hitzfeld. 


Parma (1) v Rangers (1) 


Amoruso seeks Italy return 


Patrick Glenn hi Parma 


Rangers captain Lor- 
enzo Amoruso could pre- 
cipitate his departure 
from Ibrox by performiz^ 
wdl daring his sqioum to 
It^ for this aftenuxm’s deci- 
sive match in the third round 
ofthe Uefa Cup. 

The Italian central defender 
is the subject persistent 
rumours that Jnventus are 
interested in taking him to 
Turin — and Amoruso con- 
fessed yesterday that be ID^ 
theldek 

’T don't know ma<ih about 
file rumours, but I would be 
pleased," he said- “Maybe tbe 
two dube are already taUting. 
but I don’t really know. Tm 
fe>mg my best for this team 
[Rangers] but well see what 
h^pens.” 

The loss oi Amoruso would 


D Rost 66. 37. 63. 67: V OdtgardU Caner 
62, SB, 67, 67; T Hamoil/D Barron 62, 79. 
84, 39; C ModhawlD Foninwi 63, 66. 85, 
69. >63 P eiwi/E Boolwr 67. 66. 66. 67; D 
AnwioBCWnoO UroBS 65, 60. 66. 67; K 
AlborsM P H6y«4 66. 66. 63. 66. MT R 
Jonas41 ewnu 87. 69. 65. BB; C Rgg- 
CurrMr/M Broeia 69. 37, 68. 63; BBS T 
BarreBTP Punk 68. 89. 66. 37; M HtatthK 
Sump 67. 69. 65, 67; C MoCurdyfft QoelirBn 
61, 72, 67. 63: C WWkarAil BrodNy SB, 67. 
68, 65; e DbiuoI/Q Mirlln 83. 67, 66, 72. 
see M gaSlUT Penwa Jr 67. 67, 67. 88; L 
KomlM WNr 68. 68, 64, 68; O OornwnnTP 
C l M lMW rt U 68, 87, 66. 70; O AnOrewsM 
HuIbBri 6ft 86. 65.7a 

American Football 

HPli Adorn a inABflBpoia 2i: carenm 
a San Rmbeo 31 (oi): Cbidnnsd a Bu(- 
Iklo a; JaokMtiiHllo 37 Dwell Zk New 
Orieens a OaliBS 9; NV Jed a SaeoM 31: 
noMur^ 8 Nmv Engiwd 23; waanhwan 
24 Son Oiego 20: ArtnM 19 Nf Oanii 9: 
Denver K Kanen CKp 31; (Mend 17 
MlBRil 27; TmesMe 16 Baitiinore 14; 
teiine8ea4BCWeago22.te3e 3iil—l 
American CuiifewnoM foilwii 
DIvMaa: 1, NY Jeie {W8-L4-T0- 
PFW^-PAKIO); X MamI ' ' “ 

3, BuSMo (8-s-(M01-eS 
IsiMf 1. Jeebsonvllie (Wia-L3-T0- 
PF348-PA268I: 2. Pltieburgh (7.4^ 
233-841); 3, Temowa (TLe-oeTB-St). 
Woatarn Dlvluloni 1. tDanvur 
(W13-lJ)-T0-PP43e-PAa7); 1 OoMand 
(7-6-6-236-271); 6. Seittle (6-7-0- 
266^^. NeaeM Cflrferrairn rniiiw 
Dlulelaai 1. Dsllae (WB-L6-T0- 
W32S-PA238); 2. Ailxana (6-7-0470331): 
3, NY Clints (5-e-0>2f9-378). CaaM 

MvWeai 1. tU)nneaoia [W12-L1-T0- 

- - - 


pr»3 rw)48); ft Qrann 8w (B-l-O- 
314-340); 3, Tinve Bay ($-7-9ea^ 
Waeiara Dlwiaioai 1, 'Ailanin 
(W11-U-T0«P393iiPA23l): ft -Sm Fran- 
dBGO. (10-3-0366-2)3: a New Orteaia 

(B^-0-8g»466). r^UKMdWMen BUS 

Y^nNiad pla^«6 ^aea.) 

Cileket 

TOUR MATGHmi Wieva (PBk): zind)^ 
baa 864 (94 Geedwin 146) and 239-0 dee 
(0 newer 116, G Rsnnia N. LCCA 287-6 
dee aM 350-9 ^aiia) Mm MO, Sholdd 
Aawar 79). tCCA wen by one wWteL M 
pier wa InMa los (Pam 4-43, BUcB 
3-28), Central DterletB Xi 2tl-4 <C Spear> 
aianB6iii4- 


not exaefiy induce a revolt 
from Raog^ sivporters and 
there seems litfie doubt that 
the club would sell fbr around 
the £4 mill ion they paid Ror- 
entina in the summer of 1997. 

Impressli^ interested on- 
lookers at tbe Kinio TaxcUni 
Stadium today, however, 
could be difficult Amoruso, 
along with his partner Colin 
Hen^, will have to cope 
with the deadly pace of Par- 
ma’s two strikers. Enrico 
Chiesa and Heznan Crfepo. 

They win have help &t>m an 
source in tbe mid- 
fielder Ian Feiguson, who will 
be dqdoyed in a defensive 
role to look after the main 
supplier to the Parma Strikers 
Juan tebastian Veron. 

Fteiguson did a similar Job 
in the 1-1 draw in the first 
match two weeks ago but 
Veron, the Argentinian 
bought from Sampdorla fbr 


Hodosy 

WBLSH WCMBm LBAOUO Cwmlw* 2 

Newport 3: UWIC 2 CwdHf Alh 1. 


glfl S ml!) inn, stfll fOUDd the 
6pace to create the Italian 
side's goeL 

Tbe Rangers coach Dfok 
Advocaat insists that he wUl 
continae wftb two fbrwards, 
which means that either Joig 
Alberts or Barry Fergustei 
win be dropped from mid- 
fidd. It win probably be Al- 
bertz, as Advocaat Is likely to 
fevour a more energetic type 
than the languid GernuuL 

"Wbat makes rtita match 
different is that we wlU pay 
more attention to the opposi- 
tion than usual,’’ said tbe 
Dut chman . "But bringing ten 
Ferguson in to poUce Veron Is 
the only specific change I will 
make to cope with Parma." 


Ice Hockey 


.BAOUB Bmbigsioha 6 R(« 
1: (iuliaord 6 Tallecd 4; tOngMon 7 edln- 
buigh a Patefboroiigii 6 PaWay 2. 
iMb CMcmo 7 Tampa Bay 5; Bdmamon 2 
OaliBB 6: Vaneouvor 3 Finmix 3: SoiJoee 
1 Anaimm 2. L 

■mCnWOTWaoi 

(W1S4A-T9-GF61-aA7a-PU3S); ft Brilola 
;i3 6 4 6543. 3 0). 8, Botton (11-7««3> 
46-26). Atalfo OIvMm 1. Now Jersey 
(W15-L7.T9-QF0 0 G A GS P W B); ft PMto- 
cMphle (18 6 4 64 63 3Br- 3- PKaburgh 
(1(^7,7-71-64-37}. SB PMe l ew 1, Carp- 
Una (Wt2-1.ia-T5-(^72-GAB4.4>U29): ft 
PtarWa tB-106 M B 5 g ): 3. wwi a n g w i 
(6-133-5S36-19) weeww Cortbrwuer 
C mNwl IMiilalw 1. (VV14-Lfr 

T1-CIFB1 O A86 Pia23); 2, St Loiils (»,» 
5-86-52-23); 3, Nealivllle (S-14-1-S6- 
74-19). MW DivleiMii 1. Edmonton 
(WIS-LlVD-GPTS-GAGB'^Pb^ ft CMo- 
redo (1V11 3 e 3 «.2* i: 3. yueemer 
nO-1H-74-76-2a). ReelSe WuHluw 1, 
Pboenia wm I fvn nrnr nnnn rmni]?. 
OollM (l4-S-a-68 43-81): a, Anehetm 
9-11-5-67-S2-23). 


Fixtures 


Football 

(7.49 unlOM 6(6)39) 

UVACUft ThM NMb ■ininrl lev 
■Uverpool (1) V Cebe Vigo 0); Parma (i) v 
Rmger e (ijjl S B). 

MAnOMWIM UAMie Urol MvtaW 

Crowe « vwat Bram; C PalaM V Tramnera. 
Suoewd BOtolaiu Vbrk v Uneein C. 
'Aim> wBnsiMflnis BHiBUr nrat 
roaadi MarBiaiii SaelloA BtasKpool v 
SUko (720). Sunday v Proatm; Chester v 
Hartepeel psttf, MaeeMSeM v Wme- 
hanc Man C V MaosBeie; NoUa Co v Hull: 
Oldliun V Daillogton: RatMrtiam v vn^ 
So uUi wi wt Bournemoutli v Reading; 
Bfontford V Ptymoum: PHaWough V 
ton Oi SbrewMurT V Wyunbe; Swamoa V 
Bernal; Walsall v Brittol Rvrs. 
TBHHSim SCOmSH 4NIPI RM- 
■oood raptipi Uvtngam 
PJXQ. 


#. 


(prctable): BuMon; Tliuram. 3eiv 
elnl, Cannavara: Fuear, Boggio, Bogtio^ 
aim. BennwNo; Verm; C f i o po. CMma. 

R — oero (probablB): Niemt, Porrlni. 
Hendry, AmonBo, Numan: Kanenelalds, B 
Fergiaon, l Fergueon. van Bronekhorat 
Wauaee, Durle. 


Mpwaodi Ruelum 8 

0*100091 V YeovO. 

WIPUlWIIATIVe MATCffe Dr Martem 
iMgue V PA XI ()J0|. 

IIHBOHD fAUUfc real DIvs Bura- 
oauBh V CoA^wsn Tn*. Dieytodm v Flta^ 
ton; HarrogaM Tn v Whidey Bay; Huefcnall 
Tn V Madoek Tn: NaHiarneld Kendal v Or 
Harwood Tn. Pratodaura Cv SaBBwd 
AiMnetiain v Leigh RM (730). 


arm 

M m 


Wembley v BralnbM ' 
BraekneM Tn v D ajrora Tru Uar- 
low V Horanam: Thame uu v BarMno. 
nsdi Epeoffl 8 E V wars: Kingsbury Tn v 
ChaabiM. Ifindwl Tk«Hw Sooasd 
roowA E niurrock Uid v Hertlord Tn; 
LaigtHon Tn v Norttnsoed; WflvanhM Tn v 
VWhem Tn. Pom Cm 
YeadiiW V Waahblone 
M wasmNs uAmn 
totoM Cambridge Qly v Bunoit Alb (7.M). 
WWNiid WvIbIbbi Wnawn 9 Mere v Soll- 

hullBora CmHretiwei^BBaaadlaj 
BaWoefc Tn v Haunda Tn: Crmev Tn v 
Ertm & BeMdera: Qrasley Rvre v Tam- 
Ywttii ICng'B Lyixi v Boeion Uid; Paget 
Rngis V ShOeehsd Dyn; Itedumm UM a 
Evesham Md: SiaUerd Rngra v Rc War> 
wick; Stourbridge v Btenrieh Tn. 

MW TBAMB UACRna noeA TYaphyi 
Seoo eU mimdi HdegroM Abi v LmK 
(XOB: Moasley v Floelwooa Free p ort; 
Newcaatta Tn v Skeimeradaia UkL 
AmtOTT IHBUllAMCB MOWTHBini 
UAOWi Hral MvWoib S StMito v 
Neweesao BS; Tm» Uw Th v. SMIm. 


Bacfcwell uu V SUtom 

Odd Omm r BrMingkin. 


EwrtM V Aetan VUla 17:3}^^ Pkal BiBtalam 
Ceveney v BamBiey {7.0); SIwK Wed v 
WMvsrittmpiDn (7ji) 

AITOH nseiRAHCB COMBIMA-nONi 
niw B t slBla M Tbaamam v Wedort 
(726); Weet Hem v Oxford. 

Rugby Union 

VARSmr MATCHr Boiv no e B«w|i 

(Mold V Cembrldge (2.0. Tivlekeniwn}. 

IceHockey 

, torn Tamp.,. B 
BU P eUBdAWie Natdflghem u Braalmeb 

WATinilAL 

.(7J0). 


Tenord v Slough 
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Cooke stirs 
Bedford by 
resigning 


Hobart KIteon 


A S English rugby 
whistled its way 
to work yesterday, 
has fxfetaer natk^nai 
.' coach Geoff Cooke went 
throat the swing doors in 
the opposite direction after 
TB^Isaing as chief executive of 
fennciaDy troubled 
Cooke guided England 
throu^ the most sucoessfbl 
diaptar in tlielr history dur- 
i^ the early Nineties but has 
jriddffi a variety of blows dur- 

. ing the protracted lej^batde 

of Bedford's owner Frank 
Warren with the American 
promoter Don Ring and his 
departure will renew specula- 
tion about cash-flow problems 
at Goldingttm Road. 

In common with Paul 
Turner, who walked out as 
the dob’s player-coach in 
September, the S7-year-old 
fbnner laons manager ex- 
pressed regret at leaving but 
indicated that he had been 
left with little choice. 

1 am bitterly dis^pointed 
at the circumstances that 
have produced this outcane.” 
be mid. “1 have spent most of 
my working life facing other 
people to achieve success, hut 
now I have to give priority to 
my hiture and that cf my fiun- 
ily. It is not a great tiitia to be 
out of work and my immedi- 


ate Is to find a new Job.** 
Warren, whose court case 
with King is scheduled for 
next month, did not sound un- 
duly surprised. ‘Tm very dis- 
appointed but appreciate 
GeofTs position.” he said. An 
annotmcement about Cooke's 
replacerneot is expected this 
week, with the eoadiii:^ role 
of the former Springbok Audi 
Straeoli set to be extended. 

Cooke has performed just 
about every at the rf»ih 
short mowing tbe grass and 
his d^iartuFe will not make 
life apy ea^er for a £^e cur- 
reidly lyi^ second bottom in 
tbe'Premiership One tabla 
Since airmtig in July 1996 
he has ov et aeeu the dub’s rise 
ficooLfiie Seoobd Dtvlaion and 
was quite prepaid “to dust 


down an old tracksuit” when 
Tomer bailed out Subseipient 
Pei^fonnaDoes. if not always 
the results, wne promisins 

di'k^ — « - • — • ■ 


have a contract here for 
the next three years,” he gaw 
10 weeks ago. "If my contract 
is honoured, I wm see it 
through.” But his paUmiee 
has now been exhausted. 

Cooke’s organisational 
skins are stiD likely to be in 
demand. iTn^ac^ ^ sidesteps 
mgby and opts for a wider 
role. He was previously with 
the Nafional Coaching Foun- 
datioo in Leeds js 
media contribiitor. 

Bedford's Austaalian centre 
Alistair Murdodz said Cocdce’s 
resignathm win not dent team 
morale any more it is al- 
ready. "Wehavehadprddems 
in Ihe past and we jud have to 
get on with 1^” he said. “The 
payers are used to the r^ular 
Monday momtng bomb^ens. 
XteuaHy once a month smne- 
thing happens. 

Straenli has eqiressed a 
wish to coach more after scal- 
ing down his playing commit- 
ments and expects to meet 
Warren today. "I don't 
Geoff's d^xtrture has got any- 
thing to do with foe ru^jy. 
The players have been 
throuffo a lot but there’s not 
much more that can happen; 
only b an kr u ptc y and I don't 

thinlf that will bappmL' 

Bedford's woes have in- 
cluded salaries being paid 
late and a strike threat by dis- 
gruntled playm was only 
narrowly averted this seastm. 
The Wales fhll-back Mike 
Rayer also made an acrimoni- 
ous retnm to CoMitf , lestvii^ 
Warren struggling to main- 
tain public confidtsice as be 
summoned up his energy to 
tackle King in court The bulk 
of his assets have bem finxen 
and disappointing crowds 
have fkzrther deepeoed Bed- 
ford’s pUgbt 

With foe domestic g^e’s 
dedsicn-makets stfo agonis- 
ing avar next season’s struc- 
ture, Bedford’s immediate 
priority is preparing for Sat- 
urday's visit of fellow strag- 
glers West HkrfiepooL 


Wsmissed McIntosh cleared for 
Pontypridd’s Gup-tie in Paris 


"FHE Pontypridd fbrward 
1 Dale Mcdhtosh has been 
given, the. all-clear for Sat- 
urday's European Cup 
quarter-final against Stade 
Fiancals in Faiis. 
/Mclntash was sent off by 
-’foe Welsh ' reforee Derek 
Bevan during Pontypridd’s 
24-16 Premier Division de- 
foat by Llanelli at Stradey 
Park after an injuiy-tlnie 
sho-older charge on the 
.'scrnm-half Rupert Moon. 

Howevor, the New Zea- 
land-born No. 8 is not 
scheduled to appear before 
foe Welsh Rugby Union dls- 
eipHwary oommittee Until 
neart we^ and can continue 
playing until then. 

Mdntosh. capped twice 


Snooker 


.by Wales, had eaxiler been, 
sent to the atndifn for a 
neck-high tackle on the 
LlanelU Cly-half Stephen 
Jones. 

Xast season Mclntoah xhw 
dismissed ftar. flifotlng in 
the so-^called Battle of 
Drive, reoeivxng a SOday 
ban along with foe French 
team’s back-row forward 
Lionel Mallier. 

Pontypridd ha ve their 
danker Martyn WQBams 
stroggiSi^ to overcome an 
ankle ligament injury, foe 
fon-lmck Kevin Mmigan has 
rib cartilage problems and 
is unlikely to foatnre in 
Pails and the wing Gareth 
Wyatt is suffering firom an- 
kle trouble. 


Dire warning 
despite profit 


Cttwe C v er ton 


A lthough the world 
Profossional Billiards 
and Snook er Associa- 
tioa has r^Knted a pre-tax 
profit of £845J64 (£625.543 net) 
tor foe year ending June 30, 
foe game's governing body 
“oould be In foe first stages (rf 
financial meltdown unless 
underlying problems are 
Quifoly addressed,” accord- 
ing to a fonner vice-dhair- 

man, Mark wndman. 

"This pront has been 
achieved 1^ aring two rank- 
ing tournaments at a saving 
of about £400,000 each,” smd 
W pdman. “NoT did foe associ- 
ation have the of 

sts^iziig foe Worid Cup, whZfo 
cost about £50(^000 the previ- 
ous year. Added to foe dis- 
manflinp gf markefoig de- 
partmttit whlda had cost over 
£400,000, foey could l«ve been 
well on foe way to 
S2 mtiUftn. Wueq {he prsvious 
administratton .muter jleoff 
Moulds, carrying all these 
extra costs, made £381,906.” 

The circnlt’a total prize 
money fbQ year on year fitun 
£5.73mi]limi to £5£Bmilllon. 
despite the wraSA contribu- 
tion from its own ftmda rising 
from £ 2.01 million to 
£2.23 miUion. Ihece are only 
five title sponsors toe tourna- 
ments, four from foe tobacco 
industry, a precarious sztuar 
tlon givm foe (fovenunenfs 
intention to ban such 
sponsnahip in 8001. 

. WUdman is of 14. candi- 
date fbr five vacancies on foe 
seven-man board at the agm 
on December 23. *K>f coarse I 
wmld like to be elected,” he 
.sal<^.*'but the most important 


thfng is that five strong anCl- 
in- 
cluding Terry Griffiths. ar& 
We seed an overhaul 
thrtMi gho irt the cnmpany.” 

The awniiai report states 
that no provision has been 
considered necessary i^alnst 
adverse results in any legal 
actiicm in being at June 30. 
Time win tell whether this 
view is und-uly opthnistie. 

Jim McKenzie, dismissed 
as diief executive a year .ago, 
whose action tor breach of 
contract reaches foe Hi^ 
Court on January Jl, is' alk) 
jaiiwg foe libel over remarks 
by foe WFBSA chairman Rex 
WSUams to justify bis dis- 
miss^ MhTor (hronp News- 
papers are detbnding foe.Ubel 
writ foe WPB8A issued- when 
the Mlr"M* In Februaiy Inter- 
pre^ Its lack of actioD on an 
finaneia] report aS a 
"‘cover up”: and Alex 

lecoverlng slo^from a Ufe- 
saving operation on a lymph* 
tfanrt , has an im^rizig Hi^ 
Court action aDe^ng imftir. 
trealmenL 

**We could be battling tor 
survival in lass.foah three 
years S' we go oh like .this,” 
WUdman . predi cted, even 
ttifiiig h foe WFBSA, at June 
30. had assets of £15 million. 
"The lack of sponsorsh^ is 
crippling. How many unspon- 
sored ranking events can we 
aSbrd at around £400,000 a 
thiie?” he asked, 

“Without the tobacco 
mcmey and foe'BBC contract 
r£i8A million ovw five years] 
we would be in serious trou- 
ts already. Bow can we be in 
this state when we have sneh 
good-viewing figures and the 
is more pqailar than 
ever woridwide?” - - 


The 1 17th University Match 



PHOTOGRAPH: SEVi PAOET 


Cambridge dreaming . . . Wgwrfgii. left, and Angns Tnnaa revise before the University 

Second-row siblings jump 
at chance to taste tradition 


The nine Australians who will line up atJwickaiham today indicate 
the global warmingio an English institution. Ian Malin reports 


T raditionalists 

hn p tn g that after- 
noon’s UTfo Universi- 
ty Matr-h at Twicken- 
ham wfil be a cosy slice of 
Merrie Olde England Tia<i bet- 
terlookaway. 

For stmters. Sky Television 

Is screening the game fw foe 
first tima. So there will be no 
more misty-eyed Nigel Star- 
znerSmifo cndiaMiy tellii% 
tis vduch public schools foe 
playm went to, instEad, ex- 
pect replays cf Stuart Barnes 
(Oxtord 1981-8) ^ “That .was 
a big, big hit from Oliver 
Stack", 

1-^ fiaTntirftlgP ' HtwH. 

side flanker, la one of only 11 
taking foe fidd. 
^foe 'match, now a nniltt- 
natidnal affair, will he the 
stage tor niim Austialians^ In- 
dtiding both captains, Cam-' 
bridge's prop Matthew Fbulds 
and foe Oxford flanker David 
Edaber. 

TgwgigTirt supporters winc- 
ing rt foe mem«ry of John 
Sales, Australia's Idonic lo^ 
slottizig over those tour win- 
ning panawae fijr foe Walla- 
bies 11 days ago will wryly 
note that tor the first time in 
thi« fixture a side has two 
brothers playing together in 
foe sectmd row and that foe 
Cambridge pair Angus and 
Hamlsh Innes were bom In 
Brisbane. 

At least fiielr Cafoer Angus 
is Scottish — he settled to 
Qoemisland in foe Sixties — 
Trtiieb explains ^foy foe selec- 
tors of ScoUand, ^ere foe 
saltire should perhaps be ex- 
changed tor foe flag of conve- 


nience, have been Va«»p<ng a 
be^ly eye on foe pair. 

The result of fob Univers ity 
Match is usually decided ixtf 
by the sleek runners but by 
foe power of foe engine-room. 
Thus foe 27-year-old Angus, 
at 6ft SMdu and ITVkrt, and the 
26 -year-old Ttamigh, at 6ft 6m 
and 16Bt have both the 
physical attributes and the 
experience to foe Cam- 
bridge peck foe edge. 

Tony Rodgers, the Cam- 
bridge coaril whose son Ste- 
tan provides identy d ballast 
himself as a I7st hooker, says: 
“Hamlsh is probably the 
more afoleUc of foe two. He's 
certainly foe better lonWng- 
But both are real workhorses. 
A key areg in this game will 
always he foe front five.” 

Hanush agrees: Teh mate. 
I am better iftnWng but ceily 
because I’ve str a p p ed miles of 
tape around my h^ over foe 
years to stop getting 


those cauliflower ears. It cer- 
tainly helps foe pw± that 
Angus anrf I have thi» under- 
standing. Ibe last 10 weeks 
have been atnaring . 7ou have 
that inng to build a end 
a team spirit and Itony Rod- 
gers is just so p«Mi»rwitA 
about the game.” 

HaTTiiBh a qualified sbUci- 
tar, was once a fbll-back. His 
more travellfid brother, wbo 
is 14 months older, has played 
tor foe Australian Under-Zl 
side and proftsslonaXty to 
Japan. Tve played in front of 
20,000 tor Queensland B at 
Ballymore but 70,000 at 
Twickenham ' will be aome- 
tblng else, lest year's Cam- 
bridge captain, Tom Murphy, 
who we know firom QueBos- 
land nntversity days, took me 
to the game last year and it 
wax a tontastic experience. X 
knew then that 1 bad to be a 
part cf it” 

Both lautbers are m their 


Twickenham teams 


UAWRPi n WaMita* (Khio sdwd'a 
Sdwl. tyiiam and St Edmund HHQ; H 
■•ntti' (Lyilum St Annt'a HS and 
Wornnatar), ■ Aahlny (Nawlngtnn 
Coliaga. ^dnay and Univaralty). K 
Shamaa (Tiinnias S Woonan HS. 
Iliryland and Tampiatan), H H^miertaa 
(Ealenolnli Bojm HS M SI AmaV; ■ 
Qaiaaaay (Oangnwaa Wbod Oollaga and 
Si Ednnind Hall), S ftaty (SauUipoR 
SdiQOl Qua— land and St. Creaa]; A 
CaWaa (Ralgata OS and Lincoln]. S 
OWoaaor (Marlai BraUtara CoMasa, 
CanSarra and St Edmund Hall}. A 
ll a iAi aa* tSotinidl and UnWaraliy), * 
Rabai ta * (Amplalortli and Naa), A 
laaaimS (imarnaaonA SeWoL Vlanna and 
Ma^alanj, M CaBma (Br^o HB, Sawn 
Atrlea and Kntln], O Kalakar- {St 
jaaapti'B CoUaga, SrMay and 8C Craaa, 
ci^ ■ cnaeaariar (Dmwnalan C olia s a , 
Canitmia and SI Aiaia'a). 


R Wanam (Roral SWmol. 
Dungannon and Highaa Mil); A Wwae 
(Srantan Cnllsge and Hugnat HaH}. ■ 
Raiiaaaam' (OpunMia HS. Naw Zaaland 
and Hughaa Ml), ■ DaHav* (Badtoro 
Madam and St Ednwid'a). S UpplaB 
[Purtarn u uSi OS and catpw Ctiilad); e 
■wH lAuekMnd OS and Hughaa HWIK O 
eaaaaaka (St Patrlek'a Cellaga. 
SMaialiaam, Naa Zaaland and Hkighea 
Hall}; ■ Paatda* (Cbrtai’a Collaga, 
CartarDury, NZ and Stdnaif Suaaaa. caM. 
S iMgara (Laya and H o tnano n ). C HM 
(St Jaaapn'B Cotlaga. W u dpaa, Auatnila 
and Hugti aa HaS). A hwaa {St Joaaph'a 
CoA snabana and leigMS HalQ. H hwa 
IS JuawMi’a Cell. BHabana and HiW** 


wi). e 
Bdrmin^. M 


American Football 


(Bawofd SeAooi 
Ma« (Royal Aeadamy. 
Mwtlno'a). H WMWiir 
(lays and Kughaa Kail). 
nWofoatE Uorrlaon. 

In^eataa Blua 


Sport in brief 


Super Bowl in sight as Moss 
inspires resurgent Vikings 


Marie lyan hi NswTortt 


A SIGN to Mtonesota's in- 
0%door stadium said it all 
about Randy Moss, foe s»isa- 
tional rookie receiver wbo 
has helped transfono VIktogs 
into Super Bowl coatenders: 
Tbe grass is arUflcial but foe 
Moss is real 

Several teams shunned 
Moss to foe draft pick be- 
cause of his (Ufficnlt reputa- 
tion. Even now, despite big 
xnagnifleent seasmi, comes 
across u sullen and snxly. 
But there are signs that he Is 
tO ralnr — or being 
preteured i^'the NFL to 
change. 

In his first proper inter- 
view, on foe ESPN sports 
cable 'channel. Moss said that 
it was his IntBitiKi to “bum 
up the NSli". Fortunately tor 
foe 21*yearKdd Moss, his ^ 
ent Is as big 8$ his anibitloD. 

Moss snared three toiiriz- 
downs from Bandan Cunning- 
ham — foe Vikings’ other 
great sneoess this season — as 
puminriled foe OhiRaeo 
lasers 48-22 od Sunday ni^it. 
Wilh a total of 14 TD catches; 
he brrice foe rookie mark cf 
18 set by Green Bay's Bill 
Hbwtaa ini 1982 and matched 
by &m Di^’s John Jeftorsim 
to 1979. 

Mosa rdft^g'hf fozee TDs to 
his previous'game, whmi the 
vtHwg a mitdneUad the Dallas 
Cowboys 4586 on thanksgiv- 
ing Day. Defenders have yet 


to figure out how to shackle 
Moss, who can oufoustle, out- 
run and oufieap them with 
hreafotaktog ease. 

The VUuz^ were up 27-0 at 
hatf-thne vrith foe first TD 
Gomtog frtm Moss'S rix-yard 
catch. Leroy Hourd, the run- 
ntog back, cau^ a 24-ya7der 
to make it 14-41 and Moss 
struck again with a three- 
yarder just before foe end cf 
foeh^ 

Id the second halt foe Vi- 
kh^ pulled away whenever 
the Bears to fnaira 

a game of it With their 18-1 
record, foe second-best to the 
league after the Denver 

flift V iVTWEa 

their first NFC Ceotral titto 
since 1994 and earned a first- 
round play-<^hye. 

Two quick, late strikes by 
John Elway enabled the 
Broncos to deflect a spirited 
challei^ from foe Kansas 
City Chiefs that nearly 
wrecked Denver’s hopes tor a 
pecibet r^ular season. Tbe 
Chi^ h^tog to salvage, a 
dud year, were l^ultog 35-21 
with about eight minutes to 
9>. But Elway. eves at 38, is 
foe best comebaA maestro 
since Joe hfontasa. 

Ihe Chiefr taiilt up a 14-0 
lead and were to front for to- 
moat foe entire game. Denver 
appeared docraed. But Elway 
toapired. foe Broncos who 
miatMifld a 35-81 lead with. 
3mto 34sac left to play. Den- 
ver are now three wms way 
from a pezfoct season. 


Squash 

Rodney Eyles, prestdeat of 
the Professional Squash 
Association, has escaped 
being report^ to his own 
associatiim after apologising 
to the referee Jaric Allen fbr 
throwing foe at him after 
his second-round dribat by 
Baum's Stefon Casteleyii at 
last week's Worid Open in 
Doha, writes Ridusrd Jago. 

Athletics 

Jonafoan Edwards, Steve 
Backley and Denise Lewis are 
ah due fbr a five-figure bonms 
from their sponsors after 
being namari top of foe WOTld 
ranMngs in foeir events for 
1996, writes Zfuncan Mae/stty. 

Skllhg 

The doable Olympic cham- 
pion Ealja Selsinger of Ger- 
many has said foe will miaa 
the rest of foe season and may 
have to retire aft^ damaging 
ligaments to both knees and 
fracturing tbe top ttf her 
ah in to a training accident in 
Italy to June. 

Hockey 

T^ EEA Cup giaotkiDere 
Old Cranteighans have been 
givai the opportunity of a 
third Tftng^ie>i Tiflagiw Scalp 

after bemg drawn at htane to 
the First Division leaders 
X^ewes In foe fifth round on 
January 17, writes pot RowZO'- 

ana Cu^ ntW ra^* Ctnaeck w )to- 
netta % CM Ga^arc Oafittirbury v 
ShafnaM ar Eaat QiViHbad; Hpunatei* or 
Nonon V BreeManda: Otd CnnlaighaM v 
Uawee Otd LouBlaon tan a " ~ 


Ra idtqe V ewdOT or Louglttoro Stud. 
dfW! SMftgala v NanhanWBn SaMs: 
TadAvon « wlmetMan, 

(MNodwa to ba playad on January 17). 


first year of two-year BAs in 
social and political sctences. 
The bad news for Ox&nS is 
that — “if Briected, mate” — 
they wQL be around next year. 

Angus adds: "If Scotland 
are interested in ns, of course 
that is fimtastic. But tbey^re 
got two outstanding locks and 
it would be arrogant to as- 
sume we would W3dk into the 
Scotland side.” Hamlsh. 
tboo^ has already played 
for Edinburgh Academicals. 

Today tl^ wfU be renew- 
tog acquamtazjces with old 
friends on tbe Oxford side 
foe Canberra-bom pair, tbe 
hooker Peter O’Connor and 
foe No.8 Mark Cballender, 
and foe fly-half Shaun Barry, 
another Queenslander whose 
tofoer Mick was an Austra- 
lian Internatumal in the Six- 
ties. Tbe tones boys’ unde 
Dave Dnnworth won five caps 
as a Wallaby prop to the early 
Seventies. 

For foe sake of the fixture 
an Oxfbrd win is overdue 
after four successive Cam- 
bridge victories. Steve HDL 
Oxford’s director of rn^ 7 , 
thinks his side can reverse 
the trend. "We’ve bad foe b^ 
run-up to Twideenham tor 10 
years, winning six out of 
ei^t and we’ve got a pack 
who can give two speedy 
wings, NidE Boofo and Nick 
Humphries, plenty of baD 
while Sbaim Barry only Just 
missed out on a Su ^-12 
place to Queensland." 

Whatever tbe result today, 
rtiough, and even if tbe show- 
ers after tbe game echo to tbe 
sound of Waltzing Matilda 
rather Jerusalem, the 
best tunes should cooie from 
the Cambridge dressing- 
room. to their front row are 
Rodgers and Hart. 


Rugby League 


Cricket 


Tour match: Victoria v England X) 

Headley 
makes late 



MtoSahray in Hatbeum* 



EAN HEADLEY'S 
aggressive bowling 
at the Melbourne 
Cricket ground 
«e4*wg« Victoria has given 
him a real chance of making 
foe third Test In Adelaide. 

Yesterday he had figures of 
three for 24 OS' lO.i overs, in- 
duding a maiden, with tbe 
final wicket courtesy of a 
stunntog one-handed catch at 
second slip by Graeme Hick. 
It gave him five for 58 in all. 
VB^ deserved and only tine 
second English fi\‘e-for of tbe 
toor alter Alan MuUally’s five 
for 105 in the first Test Head- 
ley incidentally had a hand in 
ei^t of foe 10 wickets to foil. 

Before tbe tourists broke 
out to the final session they 
had been fighting a grin 
battle with the junior Bush- 
raiders. Victoria had made 
300, giving England a first in- 
nings lead of 73, which foey 
had extended by a further 207 
at stumps, with Graeme Hick 
and Ben HoDioake at tbe 
crease. 

Apart from Headle}‘’s form, 
the other positive foctor for 
Engianri were some runs for 
John Crawley, wbo was open- 
ing again in foe absence of 
MarkButdier. 

But there was some disap- 
pointing stuff too. not least 
from Angus Fraser. He did 
nor take a wicket and looked 
suffidently pedestrian for the 
quesdoin once more to be 
raised about hia mternaitiDnal 
ftitnre. There was aVco an- 
other foilure for Mike Ather- 
ton who took on the hook shot 
once again and skied a catch 
to long leg. 

If Atherton is attempting to 
prove a point he is not doing 
it very eloquently; it on the 
other iiawii , he cannot hutp 
himself he could always try 
counselling, airtinn ph Hook- 
ers Anonymous might throw 
up unexpected surprises. 

Tbe Victoria innings con- 
tained an excraciattog knock 
Iran tbe middle-order left- 
bander Shawn Craig; by oom- 
parteon wlfo which watching 
penicillin mould devriop in a 
culture digh would seem an 
adrenalin-charged occupa- 
tioEL Wtfo foe help of a sli^t 
scramble at tbe end when it 
looked as though he would 
run out of partners, be made 
83 in a sbate uoder 6Ys hours 
with his 50 taking four hours 


and eight minutes, longw 
than any state player has 
taken to reach this lan itmar k 
against a touring side. 

It therefore came a.s a 
breath of firesh .lir on a stale 
day when the all-rounder 
John Davison produced a 
jaunty knock of 42 from 39 
hnWe 

.^part from Headley's haul, 
(here were a couple wickets 
too for Robert Croft, who will 
also be in foe Test match 
frame. But CTcfl's wickets at 
present tend to bi^ cauifot so 
far away frtun the bat that 
extra cover, where Headley 
snapped up Davi.son. can al- 
most be regarded as a close 
fielder. 

Crawley's Innings will have 
done little to alleviate doubts 
about his form and he nm'er 
quite looked to touch d^Ue 
hitting eight boundaries. 

He lost Atherton and Hns- 
ser Hussain — who ran him- 
self out for 28 after a promis- 
ing start that brou^t two 
fours and a spectacularly 
driven straight six — and 
might have bren run out him- 
self had not the T\’ rcpLiy sys- 
tem gone on the blink, before 
he heaved across the line at 
Craig’s p^-time leg-spin and 
w.*ts bowled. 

After Thorpe’s retirement. 
Alec Stewart (36) and 
Ramprakash (33) cracked on 
merrily until both fell victim 
to tbe eft lOto pace bowier 
Ashley Gilbert. It was like 
being dismissed by Canary 
Wharf. 

aiwii niiot Fttn MNiv 3n lA j smmki 
12B. U R Rimptakash n. O A Hick &n 
VtCTORUk 

nm hatagu lovurnighL 177>5| 
SAJCtalgnMoul . .. SS 

tPJRoACheRMmprakMhbHMaiky ao 

J M Davison 6 RknWkUU b Cmi 4B 

BAwnilioiwseHsidtoybCwa 1 

AaCtibonibwbHBoOMv . 1 

M W H imoa e Hick b Headlay a 

n 

Tolsl (1DS.1 bvml ............. BDO 

M ol wMuMs MmS 217. ai. Wa. 2M. 
Raa i k j Haadlay rr.l-O-W-fc Prasar 
a-»«« IWIiaakA la-l-TS-l ; Cretl 
»v-4-7sa: Raii«»ahaah r.^«r.a. 
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winama 10-6-14-1; Gilbart 
18-6-44-?; Wnaao O-^Sa-O; Men i 0 g 0; 
Oavlwn 18-3>7«-0; Ciwg P-0-»-l. 
TAPrua.OTDHpn««f. 


Australia try spin as MacGill 
is recailed for Adelaide Test 


T he legspin bowler Stuart 
MacGill has been recalled 
to the Australian squad for 
foe third Test starting in Ade- 
laide oo Friday. 

MacGill’s todusion comes 
at tbe expense of foe pace 
bowler Michael Kasprowicz 
and is foe only change to foe 
team that beat England in foe 
second Test in Perth last 
week. 

MacGill. who took four 
wickets to tbe drawn first 
Test, missed foe second due to 
Australia’s “horses for 
courses” selection polio’. 

'Tve only played five Tests 
and I think for me each time I 
get selected is a big, big 
thrlD,'’ said foe bowler, who 


returns to tbe ground where 
be made his Test debut ear- 
lier this year against South 
Africa. 

India were all out tor 103 on 
tbe first day of their fbur-dto^ 
tour match in New Zealand 
against a Central Districts 
Selection XI at Napier. 

The tourists never recov- 
ered from a disastrous start 
which saw them crumble to 
20 for five, including the loss 
of Sachin 'I^ndulk^. 

Zimbabwe lost to the La- 
hore City Cricket Association 
by one wicket to a thrilling 
finish to foe four-day game 
yesterday, thanks to a magnif- 
icent 149 by the home captain 
Salim Malik. 


No end to Trinity’s plight 


AntfyWniBon 


W akefield trinity 

stfll await funding for 
their second Super 
League season in foe unlikriy 
event that th^ avoid relega- 
tion to their 

Ttittitir's Super League dp- 
pUeation was accepted at foe 
third attempt last month on 
foe baas foat foe Rugby Foot- 

bdn League and tbe First and 

Second Division Clubs 

Attavrlatif^ fiiwd them, 

But while foe RFL and 
Fasda remain prepared next 


lee Hockey 


season to match the £750.000 
anniMi ftmdmg to the 12 es- 
tablished Super League dubs 
finm foe tele\'ision contract 
with BSkyB, yesterday’s 
meeting of the Rugby League 
Council ^ed to resolve who 
should fund Trinity the 
following year. 

The uncertainty has under- 
mined Wakefield's attempts 
to strengthen their squad. 
Their coach Andy Kelly 
wants 14 or 15 new players 
but foe only transfers have 
bem outgoing: Gary Lord to 
Batley, Adam Hugbes to 
Leeds, Garen Casey to Sal- 


ford. whfle Sonny Whakarau 
has retired and Josh Bostock 
released. 

Trinity expect to take on 
Glen Tomlinson Crom Hull 
and ht^e to announce three 
overseas signings today, but 
time is ranning out for build- 
ing a competitive squad. 

Workington Town have 
signed the Australian scrum- 
half Josh White, formerly 
with London wd Salford. 

onnsioN ONW rub hih n Bamm v 
Whituiiaven, Bailey v Olonatn, 
PeaincrslDne v Rochoaie. KolDltley w 
Doneostof, Lancashire Lyiu v Aemloy. 
Leigh v yerh, Swiirten v HmehiL WMnee 
V DevMbury. Woiun^Wt v HuN KR. 


Stoim coach rages after Hurley is injured 


VIePw t chelder 


ROW has brokmi out be- 
Manchester Stonn 
and foe visiting Nottingham 
Panthers following an inci- 
dent in their Snperleague 
game on Sunday ni^t — won 
3-2 by tbe Stoxm — which left 
Manchester’s Darrmi Hurley 
nursing a knee injury. 

Ihe Stonn’s American ooadh 
Kurt iQ^neodtest accused tbe 
Pantbeis’ neadyeigned &niaf 
dian winger Xtecy Loewen of 
’’dangerous, deliberate and 
dirty” play 111 a 27foinlinite in- 


cident that put the Stonn’s for- 
ward Hurley out of foe game 
and alai prevented him travd- 
Itog to Finland fbe rest rf 
the team yesterday for 
tonight's crucial European 
Hockey League game with 
Ryes Tampere. 

Loewen was ejected from the 
gamp the referee Moray 
Wanfltm on five-mtoute maimr 
p iHf game niisccmduct penal- 
ties for Imeein^'- 

His Nottto^iaDi counterpart 
Mike wiaigtVdi denied the accu- 
sation. ’’After speaking to 

Loewen and Booing foe ta^ of 
tbe alleged incident, tbe two 


players just came in a 

hit Huriey tried to jump out of 
foe way but' ran ri^t into 
Loewen’s leg and his legs are 
tree trunks — it’s like hitting a 
GrefaydranL” 

Storm enter tontobtis final 
Division D game in a three- 
way tie with fives and the 
Swklish side Leksands for first 
place. They must win to be 
sure of a two finish and 
progressioD to next nxmth's 
play-ocr round. 

Cardiff have signed tbe Ca- 
nadian defenceman Derry 
Menard, 27, from tbe ^nnlsh 
side Ealpa Kuopio. 
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Virenque at the end of the road, page 13 
Wenger to sign new contract, page 1 4 


Toe^^ Dmmber 8 1998 


Headley stakes his Test claim, page 15 
Cooke walte away from Bedford, page 15 

5i^or^uardian 


Incecan 
leave 
Liverpool 
for £3.5m 


England’s rock cracks 


Ian Ross and 
Russell Thomas 

on midfieid moves 


T he sale of Paullnce 
will be sanctioned by 
Liverpool’s manager 
Gerard HouUier as 
tlie Frenchmw b^ins the 
task of rejuvenating the 
sqnad be has inherited at 
Anfield. 

Having missed out on one 
combative mMfieiripr yester- 
day, when David Batty’s 
move between Newcastle and 
Leeds was all bat ratified, the 
new manager of Tottenham, 
George Graham, will no 
doubt be pleasantly surprised 
to learn that any offer of 
around £3.5 million would 
probably be sufficient to land 
another in Ince. 

Although Hoollier r^srds 
the 31-year-old Ince as a key 
member of his ; he would 
definitely not stand in his 
way were Tottenham to make 
ftfRHai what is a long-stand- 
ing interest 

Ince joined Liverpool from 
Intemasionale in a £4Ama- 
lion deal 18 mnnthg but 
has been bedevilled by Inctm- 
sistency and disciplinary 
•prohlenis. 

HouUier is already plan- 
ning for the future and to that 
end has pencilled in the Cro 
atia wilder Silvio Marie as 
the natural successor to 
Ince's England’s coUeague 
Steve McManaman. 

IfouUief now accepts that 
McManaman wiU leave An- 
field in a Bosman-dictated 
fiee transfer next s ummer 
and he is already worldng 
towards fiUlng the void by 
slgn^ the £3 nuUion-rated 
Marie from Croatia Zagreb. 

Negotiations for Marie 
.have already opened in ear- 
nest and a deal could be 


agreed in principle within the 
next 10 di^. 

Batty was undergoing a 
medical yesterday after Leeds 
and Newcastle agreed afbe of 
around £4.4 million for Qie 

T^n glanri wiitWlpIrt or tO rejoin 

his hometown club. Leeds are 
scheduled to parade him at an 
RUanri Road press conference 
at 12,SQpm today. 

Batty, 30 last week, played 
in the side that won the last 
FOotbaU League fide in 1992, a 
Leeds team captafoed by Gor- 
don Strachan. He is now set to 
make his second debut 
against the Scot’s Coventry 
I tpam at iCTiaTiri Road next 
Mbnday. 

I Drew Tiflhey, acting for 
. Batty, said: “The move is sub- 
: ject to a medical and finalis- 
ing personal terms. We don’t 
foresee any proUem.” 

Batty, whose home is a 
stone's throw from Leeds’ 
training ground, was a baU 
boy at Elland Road and 
started as a trainee there in 
1987. He had a transfer 
request accepted by Ruud 
Gullit 11 days ago but the 
clubs originally could not 
a fee. 

Leeds’ Initiai offer of £4 mil- 
lion was rejected, with New- 
castle said to be holding out 
for doser to £8 mfilion. When 
Leeds raised their Ud, and 
with Batty hav^ agr^ to 
waive £800,000 in sigaiog-on 
bonuses, n^iotlated when he 
signed a fre^ Newcastle deal 
only in summer, thp path 
back to his fevourlte dub was 
eased. 

Batty made 257 ^pearances 
for Le^ before leavii^ for 
Blackburn for £2.75 million in 
1993, won the Premiership 
tittle with tkp Lancashire dub 
and then moved to Tyneside 
for £3.75 mtTUnn in 1996. 

He will become David 
O’Leary’s first major signing 
since be took over as Leeds 
manager on October 25. 



Wounded soldier ... Graham Thorpe leans on his bat fbr suKKirt before retiring hurt durtog the inatch against Victozia 


Thorpe 
maybe 
forced to 
back out 
of tour 


maim aehwp te Me l boi i nto 

G raham thorpe, 
the rock of the Eng- 
land batting, may 
have played Us last match 
of the tour because of his 
back problems. 
The Surrey left-hander, 
who ml9^ the second Test 
in Perth, had been using 
the game here against 'l^c- 
torla to prove hla fitness for 
the third Test starting fai 
Adelaide on Friday. 

After batting for 40 min- 
utes yesterday and makii« 
one run. he retired glumly 
to the dressing-room 
following a conversation 
with England^ physlother^ 
apist Wayne Morton during 
' a drinba IntervaL 
I Thorpe was suffering 
: from more spasms, which Is 
I to bs expected In someeme 
I undergoing stringent reha- 
bilitation after surgery in 
ithe summer. England’s 
, tour manager Graham 
: Gooch said it cast doubt «m 
Thorpe's selection fbr the 
rest of the tour. Ihe next 
I two days will be crucUL 
: The discomfort, which 
! dears up when he is not 
j playing, appears to be In a 
broad band across his 
lowor back. VntU the last 
14 days Morton had bsw 
pleasad with 'niorpe's post- 
operative progress on this 
tour. 

Mortoo ejqdalned: “He me- 
perlences problems with 
weight transference ftom 
ba<^ to front foot which for 
a playm: of t^nham’s calibre 
I is not on. We wlQ have to 
make several decisions not 
only about thia matdi but 
the rest of tiie tour. There is 
only so long you can carry a 
wounded soldier in the bope 
be wUl recover.'* 
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Jim White 


Celebrating 
another year 
of glorious 
failure 

A TOXFORDUnited’s 
Manor Ground on Sat- 
urday. as their dub 
wobbled from crisis to disas- 
ter as If under die stewardship 
of William Hague, the people 
who compile the local fenzine 
were busy at work eliciting 
support for a vital stage in 
tteir Mimpfligti to save the 
place. A couple of them were 
stazuiing by the turnstiles col- 
lecting votes for the manager 
Malcolm Shotton as BBC 
Sports Personality of the 
Year. 

As doomed ventures go, this 
was up there with puttii^ the 
bouse (m John Crawley to be 


England’s leading run-maker 
in the Ashes series (50-1 with 
Coral’s if anyone's contem- 
plating a punt). 

With his comedy sergeant- 
major touchline demeanour, 
Shotton may well exhibit con- 
siderably more character than 
many a football coach. But, as 
we aU know, any competition 
which links the words person- 
ality and Mans^ in the same 
sentence traditionally has lit- 
tle to do with that sort of thing. 

Besides, as has been proven 
by the annual efforts of the 
fishing lobby to get foelr man 
elevated into the title by the 
quaint expedient ofenghieer- 
ing several million votes on 
his behalL the country’s most 
venerable sporting award has 
never been a transparent ex- 
ercise in democracy. 

Instead, what it has always 
been about is a odebration of 
the year’s sport as seen 
throu^ the lens ofBBC cam- 
eras. Whichwillmeanhun- 
kerlng down this coming Sun- 
day evening for a couple of ' 
hours badminton, the Boat 
Race and a re-run (tfOiose dra- 
matic concluding mommits 
from the curling final at foe 
^f^nter Olympics. Plus a pre- 
view of next year's big new 
oQbring by the corpcxatlon: 
foe final of the Welsh national 
tree-felling ^kgm pi nnghi|iB 

To be felr, picking apractl- 
foxier to represent foe best of 
BBC sport wOl have been eas- 


ier this time round than for 
years. And not just because 
the following sports can im- 
mediately be struck frmn foe 
redteming for reasons oflack 
of footage: ni^)y union, ru^y 
les«ue, Fmnnla One, boxing 
and, as next season, cricket 
No, the real reason w^ not 
even foe inclusion tfMalcdm 
Shotton in foe race will 
i-hang B the odds is foet fotg 
year we will witness the big- 
gest shoo-in anywhere since 

RUqflhath Wiirrinrli name mrt 

at foe top of foe list of candi- 
dates to tate over at Sky TV: 
MichaelOwen.CertainIy^ni- 
Uam Hfll can see no flufoer 
than foe Boy Wonder, quoting 
odds of 1-5 yesterday on him 
picking np the award. 


S ■ SEU., xriio else could it 
vHs be other than Owoi? 
mm EveniffoeBBChad 

the H gMft tft anyrtiffig 

worfowatohli^ Sunday's 
programme could hardly con- 
stitute a celebration irfBritteh 
achievement This has been a 

sporting success, even by foe 
modest standards we set our- 
selves in this country. 

Aside fromThn Henman 
readiing foe smni-finals of 
Winibiedon, our Common- 
wealth Games team picktaig 
UpaCOUple fnaHala aru? flia 

British athletes looking nseflil 
in Europe, what else was 
fliere?Tnie, Chdseawona 


European trophy, but that 
was with a team largely made 
up of foreigners and if Dennis 
'VWse.foeir leading English- 
man,wasinvitedtoTdevi- 
slon Centre to pick up a gong, 
there is no guarantee he 
would still be in foe studio at 
the end of the recording. 

Entirely appropriate then, 
for a programme celebrating a 
dire year, shown by a broad- 
caster whidi has been 
stripped of most worthwhile 
contracts, that ^ winner r^ 
resents gfkxioustbihire. So 
Owen, foe man who wem ns 
foe World Cup (wen, give or 
take one unliii^ result) win 
fbrward to SCOOP the tro- 
phy . We win be treated to his 

gnal a gains t Ar gprntlTia 

j repUtyedforon^tiielTfhtime 
' this week and theladhunself 
I wnidohisbesttokxfrsar- 
prlaed as be is offered foe 
prixe by Sir Desmcxid. 
Maanwfane, up InMetsey- 

slde,foeTJvBrp MlTnBrmg B- 

I meat wfll breath a sigh of 
rdief that foe award has not 
' yetbeen consign^ to foe dust- 
, binofembarrassnientto 

which many a cnmTngntatnr 

believes it is destined. 

Owen was saying yesterday 
foatbe wouklieave foe dub at 
the endofhis OGteract if he 

didn’t gtart wtTmtwpfhing B 

The way Lteerpod are playing; 
foe Beeb’s is foe only tiTgihy be 
IswithinasniffQfptittiiigoQ 
foe siddMaid this year. 
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Across 

1 GMngOrderofGarterto 
bre a d’rtak i i'ig performer (8) 

8 Thus Clovis, a CaroSnglan, 
holding aB Ns eggs in one 
basketl(9 

9 Drive source of Lloyd's beO, a 
s l Ba mshk>. coming in second (B) 

11 Playwright Bsterang to 88W^ 

12 Conse cra tion of 


Euphrosyne’s land? (5,2,^ 

15 King of the French colonidng 

16 Graphic exposition of weD-to- 
waO conspiracy? (8,4) 

18 Gets Involved with Keats a 
good dad? ^,1,4) 

19 Comlc26(4) 

21 innooence set tsrenhda free 

(7,5 


24 Pdnit to imminent return of 
capttd purtehrrwnt (5 
28 Air crew? Qufte the reveres (3,6) 
28 19 or 19 to old comic (5 
27 Rum cong)Idnt, rude reply: 
"Not one of us* (5 

Down 

1 ,2 Rfan by Chaplin or Reed 
(4.4) 

3 Number One for energy after 
work (6) 

4 Range and location of 1 
down, 80 the 13$ said (4^5 

6 Roman sack race entrant 
used rocket and got his 
exfA3eion(8) 

7 Gift distributor has itnerant 
. casual worker going in on 

Sunday ^,5 

8 The fruit of 13*8 loins ( 10 ) 

10 Points parting derailed no 

axprass(8,S) 

13 Troglodyte numbered among ' 
the1down,2(5-5) 

14 *Dea-RMS*?^) 

I 17 Insatiable demand for en 
' aufteroomsinitiaJiy (5 . 

i 20 Bsewionfs collaborator 
I ^vesaflorintoDurer.say? 

(B) 

22 Wife faithful through cloven 
Idyll8(4) 

23 He left his State on Amritsar 

(4) 
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